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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
congratulated Kuwait’s nationals and 
expatriates on the advent of the festive 
celebration of Eid Al-Fitr, according to 
the Amiri Diwan yesterday. Separately, 
the Amiri Diwan sent its best wishes on 
the occasion to His Highness the Amir, 
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and 
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah 
along with the Arab and Islamic nations. 
The Amiri Diwan prayed that the nation 
remain safe under its wise leadership. 

In other news, His Highness the Amir 
received His Highness the Crown Prince 
and His Highness the Prime Minister at 
Bayan Palace yesterday. His Highness the 
Crown Prince meanwhile received His 

Highness the Prime Minister in a sepa-
rate meeting at Bayan Palace. 

 
Amir greets Saudi King 

On Monday, His Highness the Amir 
congratulated via phone Saudi King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud on the 
advent of Eid Al-Fitr. His Highness the 
Amir prayed to Allah Almighty to 
bestow His blessings upon King 
Salman. His Highness the Amir also 
wished many happy returns of the dear 
occasion for both Arabian Gulf nations 
as well as the Arab and Muslim worlds. 
King Salman extended his gratitude to 
His Highness the Amir for the phone 
call, wishing him everlasting wellbeing 
and Kuwait more progress and pros-
perity under his wise leadership.  

Similarly, His Highness the Amir con-

veyed his warmest greetings to Bahrain’s 
King Hamad bin Issa Al-Khalifa via tele-
phone, ahead of the Muslim Eid Al-Fitr 
holiday that marks the end of Ramadan. 
His Highness the Amir wished the two 
Gulf neighbors, as well as the wider Arab 
region, continued prosperity and devel-
opment, while in return, the Bahraini king 
was appreciative of the kind gesture 
which encapsulates the camaraderie 
shared by Kuwait and Manama. 

Furthermore, His Highness the Amir 
phoned Abu Dhabi Crown Prince and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the 
UAE Armed Forces Sheikh Mohammad 
bin Zayed Al-Nahyan to congratulate 
him on the advent of the Eid Al-Fitr. His 
Highness the Amir also wished many 
happy returns of the dear occasion for 
both Arabian Gulf nations. He wished 

Sheikh Mohammad everlasting wellbeing 
and for the UAE greater security and 
stability under the wise leadership of 
President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan. He wished everlasting wellness 
for the UAE President Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed. Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mohammad bin Zayed thanked His 
Highness the Amir on the good gesture 
which mirrors the depth of relations 
between the two nations. He wished His 
Highness the Amir everlasting wellbeing 
and for Kuwait more progress and wel-
fare under his wise leadership. 

His Highness the Crown Prince also 
received a phone call from Sheikh 
Mohammad bin Zayed, who congratulat-
ed him on advent of Eid Al-Fitr. Sheikh 
Mohammad prayed to Allah the Almighty 
to bestow good health on His Highness 

the Crown Prince, and that both coun-
tries and their people enjoy further 
progress and prosperity. His Highness 
the Crown Prince thanked Sheikh 
Mohammad and wished him good health 
and for the people of the United Arab 
Emirates further progress and prosperity 
under the leadership of President Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al-Nahyan. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir 
received a phone call from Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who 
wished him well ahead of the Muslim Eid 
Al-Fitr holiday. The Turkish leader 
expressed his heartiest wishes to both 
countries over the joyous occasion, while 
His Highness the Amir thanked him for 
the warm sentiments and wished the 
friendly country the utmost of success 
and prosperity. — KUNA

Kuwait Amir congratulates 
public on advent of Eid Al-Fitr

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

Kuwait PM receives 
letter from Bahrain’s 
Crown Prince, PM

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah reads a let-
ter from Bahrain’s Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Salman bin Hamad Al-Khalifa. — KUNA

MADRID: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah meets with his 
Spanish counterpart Arancha Gonzalez Laya. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah received 
yesterday a letter from Bahrain’s Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Salman bin Hamad Al-Khalifa on 
ways of boosting bilateral ties. The letter was 
handed over by Bahrain’s Minister of Finance and 
National Economy Sheikh Salman bin Khalifa Al-
Khalifa during a meeting with His Highness the 
Prime Minister at Bayan Palace. The meeting was 
attended by Minister of Finance and Minister of 
State for Economic Affairs and Investment Khalifa 
Hamada.  — KUNA

MADRID: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a written message to 
Spain’s King Philip VI on the deep-rooted and histori-
cal ties between the two countries, and means of devel-
oping them in all fields and on all levels. His Highness 
the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah sent a similar letter to the Spanish King. The 
two letters were delivered by Kuwait’s Foreign Minister 
and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr 
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah to Spain’s 
King during a meeting held on Monday at the royal 
palace in Madrid.  

The foreign ministers of Kuwait and Spain held 
talks on Monday over bilateral relations, marking the 
60th anniversary of diplomatic ties with a common 
push to bolster cooperation. Sheikh Dr Ahmad’s talks 
with his Spanish counterpart Arancha Gonzalez Laya 
underscored the mutual desire to improve bilateral 
ties, bringing to fruition the ambitions of the two 
countries’ respective leaders, which serve the best 
interests of their people, according to a statement by 
the Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry. The talks come as the 
Kuwaiti top diplomat started an official visit to 
Madrid, sealing a number of major deals, chief among 
them a memorandum of understanding for bilateral 
political talks, an agreement for diplomatic coopera-
tion and mutual visa exemption treatment for diplo-
matic passport holders. —  KUNA

Amir, Crown Prince 
send letters to Spain’s 
King on bilateral tiesKUWAIT: Ambassador of India to Kuwait Sibi 

George released the following message on the 
occasion of Eid Al-Fitr: 

“Eid Mubarak to All. On this auspicious day, I 
pray for peace and harmony, for friendship and love 
and good health for all. On the occasion of Eid Al-
Fitr,  on behalf of the Indian community  in Kuwait, I 
extend my greetings to His Highness Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber AI-Sabah, Amir of the State of 
Kuwait, His Highness Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber AI-Sabah, Crown Prince of the State of 
Kuwait, and His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled 
Al-Hamad AI-Sabah, Prime Minister of the State of 
Kuwait. Eid Mubarak also to the Government and 
the friendly people of the State of Kuwait. 

“I also extend my warm greetings to all my 
Indian brothers and sisters in Kuwait. Eid Al-Fitr is 
a special festival in India, a land with abundant 
diversity of religions and beliefs, with people from 
different socio-cultural, linguistic and religious 
backgrounds living in complete harmony. 

“This year all across the world, we observe Eid 
Al-Fitr in the most difficult of times for humanity 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. During the last few 
weeks our brothers  and sisters in India have been 
facing many  challenges. I am confident that in com-

ing weeks, through our whole of society and whole 
of government approach, we will be able to over-
come these difficult times and defeat this pandemic 
comprehensively. I thank the government and the 
people of the State of Kuwait and the vibrant Indian 
community in Kuwait for extending their helping 
hand to save lives in India. Let’s also remember and 
thank our medical professionals, our doctors and 
our nurses for their many sacrifices. 

“At this moment when we celebrate Eid Al-Fitr, 
let our thoughts be with those in isolation and suf-
fering, let our prayers be for the world to heal 
quickly and for a compassionate and healthy future. 
I pray that this festival strengthens our belief in 
charity, our faith in fraternity and our commitment 
in compassion. Once again, Eid Mubarak to all 
Indian nationals and friends of India in Kuwait. May 
you all be safe and stay blessed.” 

Indian Ambassador 
extends Eid greetings

Indian Ambassador Sibi George

KUWAIT: The Cabinet held its weekly session at Seif 
Palace on Monday under the chairmanship of His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, acclaiming His Highness the Amir’s 
speech marking the last ten days of the fasting month 

of Ramadan. Following the session, Minister of Health, 
Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs and State Minister 
for Cabinet Affairs, Sheikh Dr Basel Humoud Hamad 
Al-Sabah, stated that His Highness the prime minister, 
at start of the session, expressed congratulations to 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Kuwaiti peo-
ple and residents of the country, on approaching onset 
of Eid Al-Fitr. 

The ministers examined His Highness the Amir’s 
address on the last 10 days of Ramadan, where he 
called for more understanding and patience in coping 

with the coronavirus pandemic, affirming the necessity 
to adhere to the health precautions and lauding efforts 
of the frontline workers and the volunteers who shoul-
dered the responsibility of confronting the pandemic. 
The ministers noted that His Highness had warned that 
the state would not allow anyone to undermine 
Kuwait’s security, stability, national unity, re-affirming 
that cooperation among the authorities is the basis for 
successful national tasks. He further underscored that 
the state attaches particular concern for the new gen-
eration. They applauded His Highness’ statement that 
called for bolstering the national unity, the country’s 
security, stability and prosperity.  — KUNA

Kuwaiti Cabinet 
applauds Amir’s 
Ramadan address
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 wounded, drawing international calls for de-

escalation and sharp rebukes from across the 
Muslim world. 

The United Nations rights office said yester-
day it was “deeply concerned” by the escalation 
of violence in the occupied Palestinian territo-
ries. The Office of the UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights appealed for calm after sever-
al days of unrest. 

Tensions in Jerusalem have flared into the 
c i ty ’s  worst  d is turbances  s ince 2017 af ter 
Zionist riot police attacked large crowds of 
Palestinian worshippers on the last Friday of the 
holy fasting month of Ramadan. 

“We are deeply concerned at the escalation 
of violence in the occupied Palestinian territory, 
including east  Jerusalem,” Rupert  Colvi l le , 
spokesman for  UN r ights  ch ie f  Miche l le 
Bachelet’s office, told reporters in Geneva. “We 
condemn all violence and all incitement to vio-
lence and ethnic division and provocations.”  

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said 
“all sides need to de-escalate, reduce tensions, 
take pract ical  steps to calm things down”. 
Diplomatic sources said that Egypt and Qatar, 
who have mediated past  conf l ic ts , were 
attempting to calm tensions.  Arab League 
Secretary General Ahmed Aboul Gheit con-
demned the Gaza strikes as “indiscriminate and 
irresponsible ... and a miserable display of force 
at the expense of children’s blood”. 

The Kuwaiti Cabinet during its weekly meet-
ing on Monday denounced Zionist entity’s con-
t inued construct ion of  sett lements and the 
forced displacement of Palestinians from East 
Jerusalem and Sheikh Jarrah’s area. It stressed 
seriousness of continued building settlements 
which run counter to international law princi-
ples and endanger international efforts aiming 
to reach a final solution to the Middle East con-
flict as well as destabilize the region.  

In this regard, the Cabinet welcomed the 
joint statement issued by Britain, Germany, 
France, Italy and Spain in which they called on 
the Zionist entity to suspend its decision on 
building further settlements and end settlement 
expansion in the occupied West Bank as well as 
halt the evacuation process in East Jerusalem 
mainly in Sheikh Jarrah district. — Agencies 

Amir condemns 
‘tragic escalation’...

SAMARRA, Iraq: US contractor Lockheed Martin 
has withdrawn its staff from an Iraq base where it 
had been maintaining the Iraqi army’s F-16 fighter 
jets, military sources said, after a spate of rocket 
attacks. At least five attacks have targeted the Balad 
airbase, where other US companies including 
Sallyport are also present, since the start of the year. 

At least three foreign subcontractors and one 
Iraqi subcontractor have been wounded. The 
attacks are rarely claimed, and when they are it is 
by obscure groups that experts say are a facade for 
Iran-backed Iraqi factions. “On Monday morning, 
72 Lockheed Martin technicians left,” a high-rank-
ing Iraqi military official told AFP, while a second 
confirmed the move. 

“The technical team in charge of maintenance of 
the F-16s left the Balad base for Arbil,” the capital 
of Iraq’s Kurdistan region, the first source added, 
requesting anonymity. 

Baghdad had sent its national security adviser 
Qassim Al-Araji to the Balad base last week to try 
to reassure the American firm, days after the latest 
salvo. Tahsin Al-Khafaji, spokesman for Iraq’s Joint 
Operations Command, said Lockheed Martin would 
“continue to advise the Iraqi air force, even remote-
ly”, citing contractual obligations. 

The United States has provided Iraq with 34 F-
16s, all stationed at Balad. It has also trained Iraqi 
pilots, while American contractors have been in 
charge of the fleet’s upkeep. Arbil was long consid-
ered safer than the rest of Iraq, but the situation has 
changed recently and Washington has deployed a 
C-RAM rocket defense system as well as Patriot 
missiles there, as it has done in Baghdad to protect 
its troops and diplomats. In mid-April, pro-Iran 
fighters sent an explosives-packed drone crashing 
into Arbil airport in the first reported use of such a 
weapon against a base housing US troops in Iraq. 

The Pentagon has warned that attacks against 
the US-led coalition rose in the first three months of 
this year. “In Iraq, Iran-aligned militias increased 
their attacks targeting coalition positions and assets 
this quarter, prompting a temporary departure of 
US contractors supporting Iraq’s F-16 program,” it 
said in a report to Congress released earlier this 
month. — AFP

US contractor  
leaves Iraq base  
over attacks


