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KUWAIT: The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation yesterday denied reports that it
has exempted some people from taking the
PCR coronavirus test while arriving in the
country. The agency said on its Twitter
account that every person arriving in
Kuwait through the international airport
must undertake the PCR test to prove they
are free of the coronavirus disease. The
Center for Government Communication
also released a statement in which it said
social media rumors about certain people
being excluded from having to hand in a
COVID-19 test report upon arrival in
Kuwait were untrue. These tests are
“mandatory, according to health require-
ments, for all nationalities and groups com-
ing to the State of Kuwait,” it said.

A decision by the council of ministers to
ban Kuwaiti citizens who have not been
vaccinated from leaving the country was
yesterday published in the Kuwait Al-
Youm official gazette despite strong criti-
cism and a court case challenging the
legality of the decision. The publication
means that the decision has become official
but it will take effect starting May 22 as per
the decision.

The health ministry said yesterday that

it will resume giving the second dose of the
AstraZeneca vaccine from Tuesday after
shipments have arrived in the country. Last
week, the ministry extended the second
dose from three months to four months cit-
ing unavailability of the vaccine from the
manufacturers. 

The Ministry of Health launched yester-
day the second phase of COVID-19 vac-
cine field units, as it includes providing
vaccines to workers in malls and commer-
cial centers around the country. Ministry
spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said in a
statement that this service is part of the
ministry’s efforts to combat the spread of
the pandemic. The units are provided with
the various necessary equipment in order
to ensure smooth functioning of the vacci-
nation procedures and application of all
precautionary measures, Dr Sanad said.

The campaign operated yesterday at
the Avenues Mall in two periods, and it was
expected to provide the first dose of vacci-
nation to around 10,000 people working in
the mall, he added. More than 34,758
employees who have direct contact with
the public received vaccinations through
this service in its first stage, he said. Dr
Sanad praised efforts of those in charge of
the campaign and the medical staff partici-
pating in the various vaccination centers

who continue to perform their duties
according to the best quality standards. 

The Ministry of Health had on Saturday
reported seven new COVID-19 deaths and
1,095 infections registered in the previous
24 hours. Dr Sanad said that the total
fatalities increased to 1,635, and the case-
load to 284,076 as of Saturday. He added

that the total recoveries have reached
268,316 after 1,399 patients recovered
from coronavirus over the same period,
making the recovery rate 94.45 percent
out of the conducted tests.

Moreover, 14,125 patients in total were
receiving health care as of Saturday,
including 210 at intensive care units, he

said. Meanwhile, 7,747 tests were conduct-
ed over the same period, with infection rate
14.13 percent, making the total conducted
tests 2,396,532, he added. Dr Sanad
renewed his call on the public to maintain
social distancing and to abide with all
health regulations that would help in limit-
ing the virus’ spread.

KUWAIT: Mall workers wait to receive their COVID-19 vaccine shot at the Avenues Mall yes-
terday. — KUNA photos

Kuwait civil aviation says PCR
test mandatory for arrivals

A health worker administers a COVID-19
vaccine shot to a mall employee.

Palestinians proved
Jerusalem a red
line: Ambassador
KUWAIT: The Palestinians, once again, proved that
Jerusalem is a red line that will not be crossed in any
way, Palestinian Ambassador to Kuwait Rami Tahboub
said in a statement yesterday. The upris-
ing the holy city is witnessing during
these blessed days is a clear message for
all those concerned that Jerusalem with
its Muslim and Christian sanctities will
remain Arab, Muslim and Christian, he
added. The Palestinian people, led by
Jerusalemites, will defend their city and
sanctities with their bare chests on behalf
of the Arab and Muslim nations, and
Palestinians will remain the guards of Al-
Aqsa Mosque, Dome of the Rock and the
Church of Resurrection, he professed.

“The Israeli actions in Jerusalem are a
continuation of miserable attempts to
impose the status quo and Judaization of the holy city
through falsifying facts and the story about
Jerusalem, as well as the rabid campaign to replace
the original city inhabitants with settlers,” the ambas-
sador said. “The battle of Sheikh Jarrah is another
witness that this occupation did not and will not seek
anything other than removing the landowners, but
this will not materialize and the Palestinian people will

remain steadfast defending the soil of Jerusalem
regardless of the cost.”

Helping Jerusalem and its sanctities is a national,
religious and moral duty of every Arab, Muslim and
Christian, as well as every peace lover in this world, as
peace starts in Jerusalem and ends in it, the
Ambassador declared. “I stand with respect over the
stands of the State of Kuwait towards Jerusalem and
its sanctities, which issued two statements in one day
in support of Jerusalem,” he said. “This constant and
continued stand by the State of Kuwait is the result of

the conviction of this country with its
wise leadership headed by HH the Amir
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and HH the Crown Prince Sheikh
Mishal Al-Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, that
the Palestinian cause will remain the cen-
tral cause of Kuwait and the Arab nation,
and that Jerusalem will remain in Kuwait’s
heart forever.”

“I will not forget to express all respect
and appreciation to all the people of
Kuwait, who since the moment of the bat-
tle of Sheikh Jarrah, Damascus Gate and
Al-Aqsa Mosque, moved to help their
brothers in Jerusalem and flooded social

media with their support for their brothers in
Palestine,” the ambassador indicated. “Thanks also to
the Kuwait media, which became the spokesperson for
Jerusalem and the Arab Palestinian people there. We
promise our nation that Jerusalem will remain free and
Arab, and the eternal capital of the State of Palestine
with the support of the Arab nation, and we will remain
the first line of defense for our beloved nation.”

Palestinian Ambassador
Rami Tahboub

Indian embassy makes
virtual address on
COVID-19 situation
KUWAIT: The Embassy of India in Kuwait recently
organized a virtual address to the Indian community in
Kuwait by the Ambassador of India to Kuwait on
“COVID-19 Situation in India and Assistance to India
from Abroad”.

During his address, Ambassador of India to Kuwait
Sibi George briefed the community on the current
COVID-19 situation in India and the efforts undertak-
en by the government to control the spread of the
deadly pandemic. He highlighted the assistance in the
form of emergency medical supplies received by India
from abroad, including the friendly State of Kuwait. 

Ambassador George stated that India and Kuwait
have always stood with each other in times of difficul-
ties and emphasized that Kuwait was one of the coun-
tries which came forward and offered support to India.
The ambassador also acknowledged the efforts of the
Indian community, spearheaded by the Indian
Community Support Group (ICSG) in mobilizing sup-
port and medical relief. The ambassador also elucidat-
ed in great detail the COVID-19 response management
infrastructure set-up by the government of India to
coordinate the global efforts in dealing with the cur-

rent situation in India.
Ambassador George

announced that a crisis
management group of offi-
cers in the Embassy has
been set-up to monitor the
situation real time. This
group will be available
24x7 for any clarification
and assistance. On
requests from various
State Governments and
Union Territories, the
ambassador mentioned
that each such request is
being responded to by the embassy team. 

Ambassador George emphasized that it is impor-
tant to ensure that all contributions and donations are
made after due verification and that standard operat-
ing procedure is followed which envisages that all sup-
plies of COVID-19 related equipment that is offered to
be sent to India is to be routed through Indian Red
Cross Society, which will receive it on behalf of gov-
ernment of India.  Ambassador George concluded by
thanking His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and the government and
the people of the friendly State of Kuwait for their
support in this hour of need for India.

KUWAIT: Ambassador of
India to Kuwait Sibi George

delivers the address.

Al-Rashed Group
ensures smooth
movement of 
oxygen to India
KUWAIT: The government of Kuwait has initiated
measures to send emergency medical supplies and
equipment to India, which is facing a shortage in
medical supplies due to the recent surge in COVID-
19 infections. The government level assistance efforts
are being coordinated by the Public Authority of
Industries, which has already sent over  313MT of aid
cargo to India.

The Indian Embassy in Kuwait, along with Al-
Rashed International Shipping Company, the
embassy’s logistics-partner in shipping emergency
medical aid to India, have been working round-the-
clock to  ensure the smooth flow of assistance being
shipped to India. Kuwait stands alongside the rest of

the world in lending support to India in its time of
need and in ensuring the flow of emergency medical
supplies in a timely manner.

Kuwait with its centuries of social and trade ties
and decades of diplomatic relations with India, is
extending full support to India in its fight against the
pandemic. The  medical aid from  Kuwait so far
includes liquid medical oxygen, oxygen cylinders and
high-flow oxygen concentrators. The initial cargo
was loaded from Shuaiba Port and headed to Nhava
Sheva Port in Mumbai, India on May 5, aboard the
Indian commercial vessel MV Capt Kettleman.

Meanwhile, another cargo of medical supplies was
loaded  from  Shuwaikh  Port onboard Indian Naval
vessels INS Kolkata, INS Kochi and INS Tabar,
which are in the Middle East to procure  equipment
from  oxygen  manufacturers. INS Kolkata  sailed out
of Shuwaikh Port on May 5 while the latter two
frigates were loaded and dispatched the following
day. Public Authority for Industries, along with sup-
port provided by the Kuwait Port Authority, Kuwait
Customs, and various other government entities, have
joined to ensure the smooth flow of the noble
endeavor of Kuwait.

Health Ministry launches second phase of mall staff vaccination drive


