
T
he largest Kashmir sapphire ever
auctioned and a royal tiara which
everyone can try on via Instagram

are the stars of this year’s May magnifi-
cent jewels sales in Geneva. Gems worn
by French emperor Napoleon
Bonaparte’s adopted daughter also daz-
zle among the historic treasures being
sold by Sotheby’s and Christie’s auction
houses on May 11 and 12.

The Kashmir sapphire, a 55.19 carat
gem, was formerly in the collection of
Maureen Constance Guinness, a mar-
chioness of the aristocratic Anglo-Irish
brewing family, who died in 1998.
Kashmir sapphires of over 30 carats are
very rare. It is being sold alongside a
cushion-shaped Kashmir sapphire weigh-
ing 25.97 carats and the pair are estimat-
ed to fetch $2-3 million.

Following their discovery in the early
1880s, the mining of Kashmir sapphires
only lasted from 1882 and 1887, making
such gems some of the most coveted on
the market, according to Sotheby’s. They
have a rich cornflower blue hue with a
soft, velvety texture, and retain their lus-
ter in any light. “Kashmir sapphires are
among the rarest colored gemstones
known to man,” said Benoit Repellin,
head of magnificent jewels sales at
Sotheby’s in Geneva. “These gems have
over the years acquired an almost leg-
endary status.”

Instagram tiara 
Among the other historical pieces on

sale is a tiara kept for more than 150

years in the Italian House of Savoy royal
dynasty. The diadem, containing 11 natu-
ral pearls and diamonds, dates from the
second half of the 19th century and is
estimated at $1-1.5 million. The tiara is
also a masterpiece of ingenuity as it can
be separated into two parts, allowing it to
be worn as a necklace, Repellin told AFP.

Sotheby’s said it was witnessing
unprecedented global demand for royal
jewelry, particularly from younger clients
in Asia. Collectors from that continent
have bought a third of the tiaras sold by
the auction house in the past five years.
Keen to attract the interest of a new gen-
eration, Sotheby’s created an Instagram
filter that allows people to create a picture

of themselves wearing the Savoy tiara in
a sumptuous Italian palace.

In the big gems category, Christie’s is
offering a rectangular white 100.94-carat
diamond called the Spectacle, valued at
$12-18 million. The internally flawless
diamond is the largest stone ever to have
been cut in Russia and was cut from a

rough stone unearthed in the remote
northeastern Yakutia region in 2016.
Other standout items include a pendant
set with a 104.40 carat pear emerald,
mounted by US jeweler Harry Winston,
offered by Sotheby’s for $1-1.5 million. It
is a “really exceptional weight for emer-
alds, which are more fragile stone”, said
Repellin.

Napoleonic treasures 
Marking the 200th anniversary of

Napoleon’s death, Christie’s is selling nine
imperial jewels adorned with sapphires
and diamonds, from the collection of his
adopted daughter, Stephanie de
Beauharnais. The nine pieces, including a
tiara valued at up to $275,000 and a neck-

lace estimated at up to $350,000, “have
remained in the same family since they
were offered to Stephanie de Beauharnais,
on the occasion of her wedding at the
Tuileries Palace” in Paris, said Marie-
Cecile Cisamolo, a jewelry specialist at
Christie’s.

Some 38 sapphires from Sri Lanka were
used to create the set in the early 1800s.

Besides their historical value, the jewels are
also prized for their natural blue, as sap-
phires usually undergo heat treatment to
accentuate the color. Cisamolo also noted
the growing Asian market for such gems.
“At the moment, we see a lot of Asians who
like to wear these important jewels, for
major events in their life,” she said.

The Christie’s sale also includes a sap-
phire crown worn by queen Mary II of
Portugal, who was twice the country’s
reigning monarch before her death in
1853. The crown, set with a Burmese sap-
phire in the center, is estimated at
$190,000-$385,000. — AFP  
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Various animals are pictured in their enclosures at Kuwait Zoo on Friday. The zoo is still closed to the public. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Young W Africans
write first French 
TV series

I
n a luxury villa on Lake Togo, ten young
West African screenwriters are getting a
rare chance to hone their skills and see

their work on the small screen. The Togo
initiative by Maison Junior association
brings together writers from five countries
with the idea of eventually crafting the sec-
ond season of the French series “Junior
des idees au Or” - “Junior with the golden
ideas” - to become the first major French
series written entirely in French-speaking
West Africa.

The animated film takes a look at the
daily lives of a group of African schoolchild-
ren, including the hero Junior. “In Season 1,
it was French screenwriters who made this
series and who spoke about the daily life of
African children,” said Christophe Guignee,
screenwriter, cartoonist and co-founder of
Maison Junior. “Now we are turning it
around: it is African screenwriters who will
talk about the daily life of African children. It
must be accessible for Europeans and at

the same time, something Africans can
identify with.”

Accompanied by two French profession-
als and one Togolese, the ten have already
completed a four-month distance course.
After the stay in Togo, the young screen-
writers will have another two-month period
of distance training. “This training is inter-
esting, because it allows us to offer content
that is modelled on our realities, on what
we are experiencing in Africa,” said Odilon
Edjedji, a 25-year-old from neighboring
Benin.

For the young writers, it is a real chance
at sharpening their skills. “In Africa, it is not
always easy to train in cinema. And as for
scriptwriting, it is not easy, because training
is rare,” said Anais Kere, a 23-year-old
Burkinabe journalist, screenwriter and film
critic. The training is both theoretical and
practical. But it also has a new challenging
aspect.

Two famous Togolese slam-rappers, are
also supervising the students in conceiving
a song for the series. Sitting around a table
in the middle of the villa’s lush garden not
far from the Togo capital Lome, the young
screenwriters have trying to adapt text to
music. “There are things that I did but did
not understand,” said Yoann Feteke, a
young Togolese screenwriter. “With this
training, I gradually mastered all the stages
of writing.” — AFP  

The music festival 
refusing to 
bow to COVID

P
ulsating crowds, booming open-air
sound systems, megastars lapping
up the adoration of thousands -

music festivals are fast receding into dis-
tant memory thanks to COVID, but one
event in Serbia is refusing to yield. The
Exit Festival - one of Europe’s biggest
with organizers saying 200,000 attended
in 2019 - is aiming to become the first
such event to go ahead in Europe since
the pandemic began.

Other big names on the circuit like
Glastonbury, Lollapalooza and Hellfest
have already cancelled this year because
of the virus. But Exit spokesman Sanjin
Djukic claimed medical experts had
agreed it was possible to hold the event
safely if visitors produced vaccination cer-
tificates or negative test results. “We can
say with absolute certainty that visiting
Exit will be a lot safer than going into a
bar or getting on a bus,” he told AFP.

Tickets for the event, which takes place
on a fortress overlooking the city of Novi
Sad, are already on sale with the date
marked down as July 8-11. Stars already
lined up include David Guetta, DJ Snake,
Nina Kraviz, Tyga, Sepultura and
Metronomy. However, a line-up was
announced last year too, shortly before
the event was cancelled.

‘Every gathering is a risk’ 
This year, the organizers are finding

inspiration in trial gigs held recently in
Spain and England, apparently without a
problem, and a ramped up vaccination
drive. The inoculation program in Serbia is
well ahead of most other countries, with
more than a fifth of its population having
received two jabs. But even countries with
better rates of vaccination than Serbia are
playing it cautious with music festivals.

Neighboring Hungary, where two-thirds

are vaccinated, has already abandoned
plans for its marquee music event, the
Sziget festival, which is usually held in
August. Most of the big-name festivals in
the UK, another country ahead of Serbia
with vaccinations, have been postponed
along with continental European stalwarts
Solidays and Rock am Ring.

Even though daily infection numbers
are slowly dropping in Serbia, experts are
still wary of holding such a massive event,
especially as many visitors would come
from abroad. “Every gathering is a risk,
and a certain amount of transmission has
to be expected,” epidemiologist Zoran
Radovanovic told AFP. “The only dilemma
is what you consider to be an acceptable
risk.” However, he pointed out that the risk
would reduce as the rate of vaccination
increased. “If a festival was organized
today, it would be a disaster, but in July I
believe we will have a much better situa-
tion,” he said.

‘He who dares’ 
The organizers got a huge boost in late

April when the local authorities in Novi
Sad gave their backing to the festival. “We
have to think about the mental health of

our citizens too, especially the young who
have been deprived of everyday activities
for more than 14 months,” Novi Sad may-
or Milos Vucevic told AFP. Vucevic, who is
also part of a government-appointed crisis
group charged with battling the coron-
avirus, said the festival would be “a sym-
bol of Serbia’s victory over the pandemic”.

However, Serbia’s ruling party has a
history of claiming victory over the pan-
demic, having declared one last April. The
festival, which began life in the protest
movement against Slobodan Milosevic, is
now by far the biggest tourist draw in Novi
Sad. Organizers reckon it has generated
roughly €200 million of revenue over the
past 20 years.

It has played host to The Cure,
Beastie Boys, former Led Zeppelin singer
Robert Plant, Manu Chao and Wu-Tang
Clan. But there is plenty of risk involved
in trying to host it this year, a point not
lost on mayor Vucevic. “Whether it’s
going to be a victory or a fiasco, whether
it will go ahead or not, we will see in the
days to come,” he said, adding: “He who
dares, wins.” — AFP 

Pictures taken on May 5, 2021 show a sapphire and diamond brooch, made with an oval-shaped
sapphire and old-cut diamonds, sapphire and diamond earrings made with pear and cushion-
shaped sapphires and old-cut diamonds, and a sapphire and diamond necklace made with octago-
nal step-cut sapphires, rose and old-cut diamond and gold, all early 19th-century circa 1800 and
once owned by Napoleonís adopted daughter, Stephanie de Beauharnais, during a press preview
ahead of sales by Christies auction house on May 12, 2021 in Geneva. — AFP photos

Christophe Guignement (left back), scriptwriter and author of cartoons and co-founder of the Maison
Junior association, teaches participants of a residency in Alogavi, Togo, on April 29, 2021. — AFP 

In this file photo taken on July 7, 2011, festival goers cheer during a concert at the EXIT festival near
Novi Sad. — AFP 


