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Kuwait curfew:
What you 
need to know
KUWAIT: Kuwait imposed a cur-
few from 7:00 pm to 5:00 am until
the end of Ramadan to help curb an
increase in COVID-19 cases. During
the curfew hours, pharmacies, med-
ical stores, co-operative societies
and supermarkets are allowed to
continue operation only through
delivery services, while restaurants
and cafes are allowed to deliver
food from 7:00 pm to 3:00 am
every day. Also during the curfew,
people are allowed to go to prayers
at mosques only by walking, and the
government allowed people to
practice walking and jogging from
7:00 pm to 10:00 pm. The govern-
ment meanwhile allowed salons and
health clubs to reopen during the
day but kept restaurants and cafes
closed except for drive-through and
delivery services. Meanwhile, taxis
are allowed to carry only a maxi-
mum of two passengers.

The Ministry of Commerce and
Industry launched a booking serv-
ice, allowing people to shop from
7:00 pm to 12:00 am during the cur-
few hours. The service is valid for all
co-ops and supermarkets around
Kuwait. To book an appointment, a
shopper should visit
www.moci.shop, enter the required
information (civil ID number and
serial number, contact number and
email address), the reason for
appointment (food supply center)
and the time and date of the
appointment. The shopper would
then receive a barcode to show once
they reach the shopping center.

Where to obtain a curfew pass?
Citizens and residents that need

a pass during the curfew hours to
leave their homes can apply for a
pass at https://www.paci.gov.kw/.
The pass is available for those in
need of emergency medical treat-
ment, doctor’s visits, blood dona-
tion, COVID-19 swabs and
COVID-19 vaccinations.

Co-op delivery during curfew
hours

During curfew hours, co-ops,
grocery stores and other markets
will be allowed to offer delivery
services. Most co-ops will accept
orders via delivery. Here is an
incomplete list of co-op WhatsApp
numbers. Each co-op will be
responsible for deciding if and
when they provide delivery servic-
es and not all may be providing. 

Omariya Co-op
WhatsApp 6041-0067

Farwaniya Co-op
WhatsApp 6767-8211

Qairawan Co-op
WhatsApp 9000-3749

Jahra Co-op
WhatsApp 5160-2458

Abdulla Al-Mubarak Co-op
WhatsApp 6066-6338

Nuzha Co-op
WhatsApp 9784-5531

Khaitan Co-op
WhatsApp 6777-9745

Ardhiya Co-op
WhatsApp 6902-0779

Rabiya Co-op
WhatsApp 2438-8316

Wafra Farm Co-op
Tel: 9883-5245 / 5170-0085

Salmiya Co-op
Tel: 22253225

Jabriya Co-op
Tel: 1805-353
WhatsApp 6566-6084

Rawdha & Hawally
WhatsApp 9662-2883

Shaab Co-op
WhatsApp 9090-4455

Wafra Co-op
WhatsApp 5055-0539

Keifan Co-op
WhatsApp 5178-1719

Rehab Co-op
WhatsApp 9222-2358

Mishref Co-op
WhatsApp 5055-9900

Faiha Co-op
Tel: 1861-000
WhatsApp 9098-6000

Rumaithiya Co-op
WhatsApp 6066-0045

Bayan Co-op
WhatsApp 9004-2500

Fahaheel Co-op
WhatsApp 5178-9951

Adan & Qusour Co-op
Tel: 5034-3111 / 6593-3975

Salam Co-op
WhatsApp 9788-7832

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Everyone wants to travel in summer and
many people are already planning their trips, but
whether this will be possible is not clear yet, due to
the still-raging pandemic. The Eid Al Fitr holiday,
which will begin next week, also used to be high
season for travelling, but last year was a washout
and this year doesn’t seem much different.

According to Ghasan Saleem, Sales Manager at
Al-Othman Travel Agency, the situation is not stable
around the world. “The situation in most countries is
still bad and many are under lockdown, so most
people are afraid to travel and don’t want to take
the risk, especially now with the new Indian strain of
the virus. The situation is not clear yet for this sum-
mer,” he told Kuwait Times.

“The majority of our work for the past couple of
months was making bookings for domestic workers,
and the remaining bookings were for medical treat-
ment and study. Recently we worked on umrah trips,
but still not the usual volume. The most popular
destinations if people start travelling again will be
Turkey, Lebanon and Europe,” added Saleem.

He is pessimistic about travelling this year. “I
don’t see any positive signs. The number of travel
agencies compared to potential passengers is huge,
so business is divided. Before the pandemic, there
were 16 direct flights to Turkey weekly, in addition
to indirect flights, while now there are only four
flights,” he noted.

“Last year, most passengers were flying one-way
from Kuwait - expats who left the country. The

problem we face is the extremely high ticket prices
to Kuwait due to the limited capacity of flights,
which is only 35 passengers on board. Also, I think
most people are afraid to travel, especially after two
Kuwaitis got infected in Turkey and died there, in
addition to a Kuwait tourist in Dubai. But I hope
that things will get better,” concluded Saleem. 

Khaled Abduljawad, Head of Tourism at
Musaed Alsaleh Travel, is optimistic. He believes
travel this year will rise compared to 2020 by 20
to 40 percent. “Travel during this Eid is not
expected. The unstable situation and high ticket
prices does not encourage travelling. I expect
demand for travel to hike after the recent decision
of mandatory vaccination for Kuwaitis who want
to travel,” he pointed out.  

Abduljawad expects two to three million people
will be vaccinated. “I think after vaccinating the
majority of the population, the situation will
improve, and foreigners will be able to enter the
country again,” he said.

People want to travel no matter where. “As most
people didn’t travel last year, they are willing to
travel anywhere. Clients are asking me to book them
to any destination that doesn’t require a visa. Dubai
is always open, yet they still require a PCR test,
even for vaccinated passengers,” explained
Abduljawad.

Saled Al-Ruweyih, Sales Manager at Travel Mate,
does not expect travel to be any better than last
year. “The situation is still bad all over the world. I
won’t advise people to risk their health and travel
for tourism this summer. Even my friends in Europe

are advising me to avoid travelling to Europe now.
People in general are worried of the pandemic,
especially the new strains of the virus,” he said.

According to him, almost 70 percent of travelers
will be flying to Turkey. “Until now only a few clients
have made a booking. The majority of them will be

travelling to Turkey and the United Kingdom as they
have properties in these countries. Even umrah trips
are fewer than in previous years as people are still
afraid of travelling. I think that around 40 percent of
people are willing to travel, while 60 percent
aren’t,” stressed Ruweyih.

KUWAIT: People queue up to receive a dose of the COVID-19 coronavirus vaccine at the Kuwait Vaccination Center in
Mishref. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Kuwait agencies have little optimism
about this year’s travel chances

‘Demand on travel could increase after recent vaccination drive’

Ooredoo continues
to support charitable,
humanitarian initiatives 
KUWAIT: In continuation of its efforts on the
humanitarian level during Ramadan, Ooredoo
Telecom, the first to introduce innovative digital
services in Kuwait, continues supporting charita-
ble and humanitarian initiatives launched by Al-
Najat Charity Society during the last ten days of
the holy month.

Fatima Dashti , Senior Manager,
Public Relations, Internal
Communications and Social
Responsibility at Ooredoo Kuwait,
said: “What distinguishes Al-Najat
Charity Society, is its diversification of
its humanitarian projects and initiatives
it launches, which serves a large seg-
ment of the needy inside and outside
Kuwait , which comes under the
umbrella of Ooredoo Kuwait’s social
responsibility strategy. The strategy
has the goal of promoting the culture of giving
among the community, supporting the needy fami-
lies and enhance the company’s pioneering role
toward community supporting.”

From his side, Omar Thuwaini, Head of
Resources, Public Relations and Media Sector at
Al-Najat Charity Society, said: “During the last ten
days of Ramadan, we usually intensify our charita-
ble campaigns. The first campaign was launched on
the night of Ramadan 21st under the name of ‘Teach
me Islam’ which aims to educate 4,000 converters
the principles of Islam, Arabic - language of the

holy Quran - , sharia sciences and Islamic studies.” 
“On Tuesday, the night of Ramadan 23rd, Al-

Najat Charity Society also launched its ‘Kuwait
Humanitarian Village in Chad’ under the slogan
‘Your righteous deeds will pay off’, as we aspire to
establish an integrated village that includes all the
basic facilities and provide a decent life for the
needy families,” Thuwaini added. 

Thuwaini continued: “Next Thursday, Ramadan
25, we will launch our orphan sponsorship cam-
paign, a highly rewarding deed in Islam. The cam-
paign will continue for three days, and the monthly
sponsorship cost is KWD 15. A sponsor’s support

helps cover essential needs, such as
food, clothing, health care, or educa-
tion. Through this initiative, we aim to
sponsor 350 orphans in various poor
countries.” 

As part of Al-Najat Charity Society
group of initiatives during the last ten
days of Ramadan, the charity will also
be launching another campaign on
Monday, Ramadan 29th. The campaign
aims to offer young children and youth
who have lost any parts of their bodies
like an arm or leg in result of wars and
accidents, with artificial limb. The char-

ity also aims through this humanitarian initiative, to
change their reality and inspire them to rely on
themselves in performing daily activities such as
walking, eating, or dressing. 

Thuwaini extended his thanks to Ooredoo
Kuwait, appreciating its cooperation and contin-
ues support for charitable projects, campaigns
and activities, stressing that this distinguished
partnership effectively contributes to improving
the lives of thousands of needy families inside and
outside Kuwait.

Fatima Dashti

PACI adds COVID-19
vaccination status
on Mobile ID app
KUWAIT: Kuwait Public Authority for Civil
Information (PACI) launched a new update for the
Mobile ID smartphone application to include some
important modifications, such as the COVID-19
vaccination status. This came under the directives
of the Minister of Public Works and the Minister of
State for Communications and Information
Technology, the Chairman of the Board of Directors
of the Public Authority for Civil Information, Dr
Rana Al-Faris, and the Director General of the
Authority, Musaed Al-Asousi. Asousi noted that the
app works on all smart device systems (Android,
IOS, and Huawei), adding that all COVID-19 vacci-
nation data will appear directly once the applica-
tion is updated. The Mobile ID app was launched in

accordance with the Cabinet decision to be used as
a digital civil card, and the number of its users has
exceeded 1,700,000 so far. — KUNA


