
GHOR AL-HADITHA, Jordan: Ahmad Daoud surveyed his
shriveled tomato plants near the Dead Sea in Jordan, where severe
drought in what is already one of the world’s most water-deficient
countries is hitting hard. “Look at how the land thirsts,” he said,
walking on cracked earth stained with white salt patches, waving
at the five hectares (12 acres) of his farm. “Everything I planted...
is dead.” He inspected a tomato the size of a marble that had dried
up before it ripened.

“If there had been water, this tomato would have been as big
as my fist,” he said. Daoud, 25, rents the land in Ghor Al-Haditha,
around 80 kilometres (50 miles) south of the capital Amman. The
fertile area is home to many market gardens, but drought has
taken a heavy toll. “We usually suffer from a lack of water, but this
year, it is much worse,” Daoud said. “When it comes, the flow is
too low to water our crops or fill our tanks”. The salty waters of
the nearby Dead Sea are dropping dramatically in height too.

The recent rainy season, which usually runs from October to
the end of April, was poor. Rains were massively reduced, totalling
just 60 percent of normal fall, said Omar Salameh, head of com-
munications at the water and irrigation ministry. “The situation is
critical,” he said.

Worst yet to come?  
Experts say Jordan is now in the grip of one of the most severe

droughts in its history. But many warn the worst is yet to come.
The environment ministry says Jordan is among the world’s most
water-deficient countries, and fears that a warming planet will
make the situation more severe.

“The increased temperatures and lower precipitation resulting
from climate change would adversely affect crops and water avail-
ability,” the ministry says, in its National Climate Change Policy.

Mean annual temperature is expected to increase by two de-
grees Celsius, and rainfall cut by a fifth by 2050, according to pro-
jections used by the World Bank. On a nearby nine-hectare
(22-acre) farm, 43-year-old Ibrahim Dgheimat sits in his pickup,
overwhelmed by the heat. He watches as several women pick
beans. “Normally, I grow peppers, tomatoes, eggplants, zucchini
and cabbage,” he said.

“But this year, the lack of water destroyed two thirds of my
crops”. The financial losses have been heavy-as much as $42,000.
“I don’t have any way to pay the workers,” Dgheimat said. To
make matters worse, prices of produce slumped after exports
dropped by a fifth last year due to coronavirus-related border
closures. The pandemic has also hit big customers like hotels and
restaurants hard.

‘Up in smoke’ 
Daoud, born in Jordan to Pakistani parents-who like thousands

of compatriots arrived in the 1960s onwards, many of them en
route to pilgrimage in Mecca in neighboring Saudi Arabia-says
all he can do is torch the failed crop. “Five months of work is going
to go up in smoke,” says Daoud, who works with his brothers and
their children. Beyond crop irrigation, the drought could reduce
access to drinking water too.

Jordan needs about 1.3 billion cubic metres of water per year,
but the quantities available are around 850 to 900 million cubic

metres, with the shortfall “due to low rainfall, global warming,
population growth and successive refugee inflows,” Salameh said.
This year, the reserves of the three drinking water dams have
reached critical levels, now just a third of their normal capacity.

At the same time, household water consumption has surged by
10 percent since the start of the pandemic, as people stay home
amid restrictions. In total, the country will be 40 million cubic me-
tres short of water this year, according to Salameh, who urged
residents to use as little as they can. —AFP
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Drought-hit Jordan ‘critical’ 
as water sources dry up

Drought has taken a heavy toll on many market gardens

Water pours into an agricultural irrigation pool in Ghor Al-Haditha, around
80km (50 miles) south of the Jordanian capital Amman. — AFP

ICC hands Ugandan 
LRA commander 
25-year jail term
THE HAGUE: The International Criminal Court yesterday
sentenced Dominic Ongwen, a Ugandan child soldier who
became a commander in the notorious Lord’s Resistance
Army (LRA), to 25 years in jail for war crimes and crimes
against humanity.  Ongwen, 45 — whose nom de guerre
was “White Ant”-was found guilty in February of 61
charges, including murders, rapes and sexual enslavement
during a reign of terror in the early 2000s by the LRA, led
by the fugitive Joseph Kony.

“In light of the gravity of the crimes that you commit-
ted... the Chamber sentences you to a total period of im-
prisonment of 25 years,” presiding judge Bertram Schmitt
said yesterday. 

The case revived traumatic memories of the rebel
group’s brutal rampage across East Africa, but also cast
light on the plight and moral responsibility of child sol-
diers. Prosecutors had asked for a 20-year term, saying
Ongwen’s own past, as a schoolboy abducted by the LRA,
justified a lower sentence than the maximum of 30 years
to life allowed by the ICC. The defense had sought a 10-
year term for Ongwen for attacks by his men on refugee
camps in northern Uganda.

Victims of his crimes had asked the court to impose the
full life sentence. Schmitt said the court was faced with a
“unique situation” with the case, saying Ongwen was both
a criminal and a victim. 

“The Chamber... is confronted with a perpetrator who
wilfully brought tremendous suffering upon his victims,”
he said.  “However, it is also confronted with a perpetrator
who himself had previously endured extreme suffering
himself at the hands of the group of which he later became
a prominent leader.”

‘He is going to suffer’ 
In Ongwen’s home district of Amuru in northern

Uganda, many said they found the verdict unjust. “He is
now going to suffer, and his children too. But where was
the state when he was being abducted while a child?”
asked Joe Kakanyero, 56, Ongwen’s stepmother who has
been looking after 12 of his children. “He is suffering
alone and no other person is blamed for his predica-
ment,” she said.

Ongwen surrendered to US special forces who were
hunting Kony in the Central African Republic in early 2015
and he was transferred to the ICC to face trial. “He has
been in jail for long and now they are giving him 25 years
more. This ends his life on Earth,” David Johnson Onelalit,
38, said as he counselled other relatives.  “He (Ongwen)
called me last week on telephone telling me he has 35 chil-
dren but some of them are yet to be traced... but I trace
them and feed them with what?” he said, throwing his
arms in the air in desperation.

The LRA was founded three decades ago by former
Catholic altar boy and self-styled prophet Kony, who
launched a bloody rebellion in northern Uganda against
President Yoweri Museveni. Its brutal campaign to set up
a state based on the Bible’s Ten Commandments left more
than 100,000 people dead and 60,000 children abducted,
eventually spreading to Sudan, the Democratic Republic
of Congo, and the Central African Republic. — AFP

22 Palestinians hurt in
clashes with Israeli police 
JERUSALEM: Twenty-two Palestinians were wounded in
overnight clashes with Israeli police in annexed east Jerusalem, the
Red Crescent said yesterday, as tensions flare over a controversial
land rights case.

Police confirmed 11 arrests in the latest unrest to rock the Sheikh
Jarrah neighbourhood near Jerusalem’s walled Old City, where land
disputes between Palestinians and Jewish settlers have fuelled hos-
tility for years.  Palestinian protests, which began late Wednesday,
continued into the early hours. The legal case centres on the homes
of four Palestinian families on land claimed by Jews. 

Earlier this year, a Jerusalem district court ruled the homes legally
belonged to the Jewish families, citing purchases decades ago.  The
Jewish plaintiffs claimed their families lost the land during the war
that accompanied Israel’s creation in 1948, a conflict that also saw
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians displaced from their homes. 

The Palestinian families implicated in the case have provided evi-
dence that their homes were acquired from Jordanian authorities who
controlled east Jerusalem from 1948 to 1967. 

Amman has intervened in the case, providing documents to sup-
port the Palestinian claims.  Israel seized east Jerusalem in 1967 and
later annexed it, in a move not recognized by most of the international
community.  The district court ruling infuriated Palestinians in Sheikh
Jarrah who viewed it as a further step in what they see as a Jewish
settler effort to drive Arabs out of east Jerusalem.  Weeks of clashes
that have seen police use skunk water cannons and deploy anti-riot
police on horseback have resulted in several arrests. —AFP


