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KUWAIT: MP Hisham Al-Saleh yesterday submitted a draft
law calling on authorities to grant thousands of stateless peo-
ple or bedoons the Kuwaiti citizenship to end decades of suf-
ferings for them.

The draft law stipulates that concerned authorities should
within one year of approving this legislation start granting
bedoons who or their forefathers have been registered in the
1965 census, the first official census in the country after inde-
pendence.

The bill also proposes that the government should also natu-
ralize between 1,000 and 3,000 every year of qualified bedoons
who were not registered in that census.

The rest of bedoons, the bill proposes, should be given a 10-

year renewable residency granting them free public services pro-
vided they reveal their original citizenship.

There are over 100,000 bedoons in Kuwait who claim the
right to citizenship. The government acknowledges that only
35,000 of them qualify for consideration for citizenship and the
rest are nationals of other countries. But only a few of them have
been naturalized.

Kuwaiti authorities claim that a majority of bedoons or their
forefathers came to Kuwait decades ago from neighboring coun-
tries and damaged their identification documents and passports.

Bedoons however insist that their forefathers had lived in
Kuwait before the country issued its first nationality law in 1959
and were denied citizenship due to some administrative work.
They insists that the only country they know is Kuwait.

During the past two decades, authorities cracked down on

bedoons to force them to reveal their original identities, depriving
them of basic rights to essential services, jobs and even to birth
and death certificates. Some of them cannot complete wedding
formalities.

In the meantime, MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji yesterday asked Jus-
tice Minister Abdullah Al-Roumi about the number of people on
death row and have been in jail for years without executing the
death sentence.

The lawmaker also asked if the judicial authorities have a plan
to speed up the trial of people accused of murders in a bid to
stop what Turaiji described as the spread of brutal crimes in the
country. Kuwait has rarely carried out the death sentence on
people who had received a final death sentence for over a
decade. Dozens of people on death row have been waiting to be
executed.

MP proposes citizenship to
scores of stateless people

Lawmaker asks about number of those on death row

Zain esports launch 
2nd season of
‘Duwaween Games’
championships
KUWAIT: Zain’s gaming brand, Zain esports,
successfully launched the second season of the
‘Duwaween Games’ virtual championships. The
competition kicked-off during the Holy Month of
Ramadan with the participation of over 1,600
players.

The Zain esports digital platform opened up new
horizons during the second season of the ‘Duwaween
Games’ virtual championships. Zain esports intro-
duced itself as a regional powerhouse in esports and
gaming by launching the biggest regional competi-
tions in partnership with EA Sports across the Mid-
dle East for EA Sports FIFA 21, as well as the
Champions Squad for PUBG Mobile enthusiasts that
is certified by Tencnet.  

Commenting on the sponsorship, Zain Kuwait’s
Chief Corporate Communications and Relations Of-
ficer Waleed Al-Khashti said: “Our support to this
unique Kuwaiti app came as part of our keenness on
supporting outstanding ideas adopted by Kuwait’s
youth in all areas. This includes e-entertainment apps
that have become an integral part of young people’s
lifestyles recently, especially during the pandemic”. 

Khashti added: “With the huge interest in esports
during the past years, especially with the restrictions
of lockdown measures, we saw the importance of
launching a number of esports championships via
our new Zain esports platform during the Holy
Month of Ramadan. This year, the biggest titles in
gaming feature in Zain’s competitive championships,
including the much beloved traditional playing cards
games that are popular during the Holy Month”. 

Khashti concluded: “We were thrilled to learn of
the great participation witnessed by the competition
this year, and we will always seek to offer and sup-
port the most unique entertainment programs to give
amateur and professional gamers the opportunity to

win various prizes in a fair and competitive environ-
ment. This, of course, is true while creating a safe
digital space for all interactions between players”. 

CEO of Duwaween Games Dawood Marafi com-
mented: “Having Zain at the top of sponsors to sup-
port our 13 championships during the Holy Month of
Ramadan this year had a great impact on the success
of the second season. The number of users of our
games has doubled since our launch year”. 

Marafi added: “The number of registered users
has reached 360,000 players, 75,000 of which were
active during our launch year of 2020 since we ac-
quired the company back in 2016. The number of
players in the second season’s championships (Ra-
madan 2021) was 1,654, and the season was con-
cluded by crowning three winners: baound,
liverpool96, and BaBy_TeaRs”. 

Marafi concluded: “We promise all our players to
continue developing the games and launching new
ones in the coming periods. We are set to launch
Hand and Balot championships soon, and we also
plan to launch new Duwaween games. We always as-
pire to be the best, and we’ve always been working
hard since the year 2000 with our unforgettable
games on koutbo6.com”.  

Zain sponsored Duwaween Games, an app for
playing cards tournaments through which the com-
pany offered many valuable prizes during the Holy
Month. The app was developed by Kuwaiti entre-
preneurs and is considered the first of its kind in the
GCC and Arab region. The app reached its climax
with more than 360,000 users competing in the
paper games of Kout, Balot, and Hand. The app is
available on all main smartphone operating systems:
iOS, Android, and Huawei.

ABK contributes
towards KRCS
food program
KUWAIT: As part of  the bank’s ongoing Ra-
madan social responsibility program, Al-Ahli
Bank of Kuwait (ABK)  made a financial con-
tribution to the Kuwait Red Crescent Society
towards educational support for students from

needy families, in addition to supporting the
distribution of food boxes to help under-privi-
leged  families. Fawzy Al-Thunayan, General
Manager of Board Affairs at Al-Ahli Bank of
Kuwait, presented the contribution to Maha Al-
Barjas, the Secretary General of the Kuwait
Red Crescent Society, who expressed her grat-
itude and thanks. ABK is proud to be affiliated
to the Kuwait Red Crescent Society, and to be
able to contribute in a small way towards the
numerous areas the society provides assistance
and aid to for those in need around the world. 

Waleed Al-Khashti Dawood Marafi

Incoming British
Ambassador’s first
tweet in Arabic 
KUWAIT: Prior to having the honor to pres-
ent her credentials to His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
British Ambassador to Kuwait Belinda Lewis
began her work from the ambassador’s resi-
dence during her quarantine. She has begun
her social outreach through her Twitter ac-
count “@Belinda_Lewis1.” The Ambassador
have Tweeted in Arabic, as she intends to be
an active user of the platform and looks for-
ward to engage with Twitter users in Kuwait.
In her Tweet, she mentioned that, “I am glad to
begin my work in Kuwait (through home quar-

antine) and I look forward to present my cre-
dentials to His Highness the Amir. I also look
forward to learn more about Kuwait and to
strengthen bilateral relations. #Kuwait
#Britain.”


