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T
oyota Dream Car Art Contest has
become an exciting platform for the
children to dream high of their imagi-

nations and express creative artistic skills
to draw innovative and extra ordinary
automobiles which amaze many, at the
same time disrupt the concepts of normal
vehicles! It is astounding to visualize excit-
ing ideas by the children to get challenged
to inspire Toyota e-Palette and Lunar
Cruiser and many more future mobilities. 

14th Dream Car Art Contest was a dif-
ferent experience for more than 800 chil-
dren from Kuwait to participate in this glob-
al contest organized by Mohamed Naser
Al-Sayer and Sons Est Co W.L.L and Al-
Sayer Holding Corporate Excellence
Department. Amidst critical COVID-19
pandemic lock down and the closure of
Kuwait educational institutes, Al-Sayer
engaged its showrooms, educational and
teacher’s community, NGOs to involve
maximum young talents to this competi-
tion to flare their mind and actions.   

Children from three age categories
(Under 8 years, 8 till 11 years and 12 till 15
years) competed against one another, and
total 18 winners are selected as Kuwait
national winners to represent Toyota
DCAC Global Contest in Japan. Two emi-
nent juries selected winners based on
Toyota guidelines - practicality of message
to dream or design future mobility, unique-
ness in artwork, and artistic quality. Online
award ceremony was hosted by Shibu
Mohamed, Manager CSR in presence of
winners, parents, and invited members.

Engineer Nehad Al-Haj Ali Group
Manager Corporate Excellence, congratu-
lated winners, and appreciated every par-
ticipant who showed extra ordinary skills
by sharing their joy and creative artistic
skills to imagine the future of mobility.
Their idea of new means of transportation
is inspirational to enable and enjoy a life
as one sustainable community. We thank
all participants, parents, teachers,
schools, and likeminded partners across

the country who worked so hard to suc-
cessfully run this contest in this current
pandemic situation.”

This year to encourage more regional
talents Toyota announced Dream Car Art
Contest Regional Award for Middle East
and Central Africa. As a proud moment,
from Kuwait three winners are selected
out of 30 artworks from the selected draw-
ings of Middle East and Central Africa by
more than 100 MECAD members at
Tokyo, Dubai, and Bangalore and by top
management of Toyota Regional
Distributors across MECAD. 

Al-Sayer promote Toyota DCAC plat-
form to build the confidence of the prom-
ising talents and future leaders in the
creative world, to encourage them to
learn new skills, be innovative and
express creativity, which cover relevant
sustainability development goals as part
of our corporate sustainability and
responsibility objectives.

National Winners

Aadithya Ravishankar
Sayuni Weerasekara
Leen Ramzi Alashram
Aneesh Siravanan
Habiba Ahmed Mohamed
Saadat Hussain Bohra
Ilham Irfan Surve
Sneha Avanigadda
Swajit Biswas
Maryam Shakeel Ahmed
Vithum Sandilu P.K
Priyanka Pradeep
Natasha Maria Rogy
Mridula Pallissery Ravindran
Muhammed Khalid Dakhway
Huda  M H. Ewaida
Ayaan Irfan Surve
Kareem Ahmed Said

Rank

Gold
Gold
Silver
Silver
Bronze
Bronze
Gold
Gold
Silver
Silver
Bronze
Bronze
Gold
Gold
Silver
Silver
Bronze
Bronze

Age

7
5
4
7
6
7
9
8
8

10
10
11
13
13
13
15
12
14

Title of Artwork

Rescue car
Princess of love car
Garden carrier
Covid protection car
Adventurous teddy bear car
Flying protection car
Organic amusement on wheels
Corona free Toyota car
Swoyota Xray Vector
Pocket laser car
Environmentally friendly car
Agri car
My joyful space dream car
My hands free radar controlled car
Toyota falcon rescuer
Humanity car
ECO-FR
Virus killer car

Raffle draw winner of PlayStation5 

Saadat Hussain Bohra Flying protection car

Meghan Markle is to release a chil-
dren’s book titled “The Bench”
inspired by her husband Prince

Harry’s bond with their son Archie, the
couple’s foundation announced Tuesday.
The book, illustrated by Christian
Robinson, is out on June 8 as Meghan,
the Duchess of Sussex, awaits the birth of
her second child. “The Bench started as a
poem I wrote for my husband on Father’s
Day, the month after Archie was born. That
poem became this story,” Meghan said in
a statement.

She said the book aimed to capture “the
warmth, joy, and comfort of the relationship
between fathers and sons from all walks of
life.” “My hope is that The Bench resonates
with every family, no matter the makeup,
as much as it does with mine,” she added.
Archie will turn two today. Harry and
Meghan, whose father is white and mother
is Black, quit the British royal family and
moved to California last year. An explosive
television interview they gave to Oprah
Winfrey in March-in which they claimed an
unnamed royal had asked how dark their
baby’s skin would be-plunged the monar-

chy into a major crisis.
Meghan, a former actress, also told

Winfrey she was “naively” unprepared for
life as a royal and had contemplated sui-
cide while pregnant with Archie. Harry
recently returned briefly to Britain for the
funeral of his grandfather, Queen Elizabeth
II’s husband Prince Philip. — AFP

In this file photo Britain’s Prince Harry, Duke of
Sussex (right) and Meghan, Duchess of
Sussex(left) leave the Youth Employment
Services Hub in Tembisa township,
Johannesburg. — AFP 

Indigenous tribes
hope Taiwan
court will protect
hunting traditions

B
efore heading into Taiwan’s moun-
tains with his homemade rifle,
Indigenous hunter Tama Talum often

chants prayers and makes offerings of rice
wine and betel nut to the spirits. Talum, 62,
was one of the hundreds from his Bunun
tribe taking part last week in Mala
Hodaigian, an annual festival that honors
both hunters and wild game. But a shadow
hung over this year’s festivities because of
a landmark court ruling set for tomorrow. At
stake is both Talum’s freedom-and whether
the current hunting limitations placed on
Taiwan’s Indigenous communities are dis-
criminatory and unconstitutional. “For
Indigenous people, hunting is about sur-
vival and it’s our culture,” he told AFP from
his bucolic home in Taiwan’s southern
Taitung county, where the retired tow truck
driver now grows vegetables and looks
after his 99-year-old mother.

Talum’s legal turmoil started eight
years ago when he went to hunt food for
his mother, who he said was used to eat-
ing wild game. He was arrested for killing
a Reeves’s muntjac and a Formosan
serow with a modified rifle, and charged
with possessing an illegal weapon and
hunting protected species. He was sen-
tenced to three and a half years in prison.
The prosecution sparked anger among
Taiwan’s Indigenous communities, who
have begun to push back at the modern
legal restrictions that have chipped away
at their traditions. As Dahu, a 42-year-old
hunter and friend of Talum’s, put it: “The
court should recognize hunting is our cul-
ture and it’s not a crime.”

Strict limits 
Under current legislation, Indigenous

hunters are only allowed to use homemade
guns-which they argue are dangerous and
have caused injuries-and hunt on festival
days with prior approval. Talum’s prosecu-
tion wound its way to the Supreme Court,
which upheld his conviction and jail term.
But judges also made the unusual move of
asking the Constitutional Court to step in
and assess whether current regulations
breach the rights of Indigenous communi-
ties. A ruling by the same court in 2017
paved the way for Taiwan to become the
first place in Asia to legalize gay marriage.

Activists hope a ruling in their favor
could begin to redress some of the legal
and social restrictions placed on Indigenous
communities. The campaign has alarmed
some animal rights activists and conserva-
tionists. But Indigenous groups say a bal-
ance can be struck. “We hunt game to eat,
not to sell them to make money,” said
Talum, who started hunting with his father
aged 11.”It’s not like we go hunting every
day or try to wipe out the animals.”

Austronesian cultures 
Taiwan’s 16 recognized Indigenous

tribes led a comparatively uninterrupted life
for thousands of years before immigrants
first began arriving from the Chinese main-
land in the 17th century. They are an
Austronesian people-their languages, cul-
tures and traditions far more closely linked
to populations in Southeast Asia and the
Pacific than China. Much like the native
populations in Australia and America,
Taiwan’s first people were decimated by
waves of immigration and have faced a
long history of discrimination both under
Japanese colonial rule and later the
Kuomintang dictatorship.

They now make up only 2.5 percent of
Taiwan’s 23 million population and remain
marginalized, facing lower wages, higher
rates of unemployment and poorer health
indicators. Taiwan has morphed into one of
Asia’s most progressive democracies in
recent decades and there is growing recogni-
tion that past wrongs must be righted.—AFP

Mali woman
gives birth to
nine babies
A

Malian woman gave birth to nonu-
plets in Morocco on Tuesday and
all nine babies are “doing well”, her

government said, although Moroccan
authorities had yet to confirm what would
be an extremely rare case. Mali’s govern-
ment flew 25-year-old Halima Cisse, a
woman from the north of the poor West
African state, to Morocco for better care
on March 30. She was initially believed to
have been carrying septuplets.

Cases of women successfully carrying
septuplets to term are rare-and nonuplets
even rarer. Moroccan health ministry
spokesman Rachid Koudhari said he had

no knowledge of such a multiple birth
having taken place in one of the country’s
hospitals. But Mali’s health ministry said
in a statement that Cisse had given birth
to five girls and four boys by Caesarean
section. “The mother and babies are
doing well so far,” Mali’s Health Minister
Fanta Siby told AFP, adding that she had
been kept informed by the Malian doctor
who accompanied Cisse to Morocco.

They are due to return home in sev-
eral weeks’ time, she added. Doctors
had been concerned about Cisse’s
health, according to local press reports,
as well as her babies’ chances of sur-
vival. Mali’s health ministry said in a
statement that ultrasound examinations
conducted in both Mali and Morocco
had suggested that Cisse was carrying
seven babies. Siby offered her congrat-
ulations to “the medical teams of Mali
and Morocco, whose professionalism is
at the origin of the happy outcome of
this pregnancy”. — AFP 


