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Jagger Eaton performs a frontside kickflip in Arizona. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

NEW DELHI: The Indian Premier League, the world’s
richest Twenty20 cricket tournament, was suspended
yesterday and its players sent home as India battles a
massive surge in coronavirus cases. The move, which
follows growing controversy over the competition,
comes a day after two players — Varun Chakravarthy
and Sandeep Warrier — tested positive, forcing a
match to be postponed.

The Chennai Super Kings added in a statement
Tuesday that its bowling coach L Balaji and a member
of the side’s travel support staff tested positive after
undergoing tests in India’s capital New Delhi on
Sunday. “The Indian Premier League Governing
Council and Board of Control for Cricket in India in an
emergency meeting has unanimously decided to post-
pone (the) IPL 2021 season, with immediate effect,” a
statement from organizers said.

“The BCCI does not want to compromise on the

safety of the players, support staff and the other par-
ticipants involved in organizing the IPL,” it added.
India, which has reported more than 20 million infec-
tions so far, with just over 222,000 deaths, is also due
to host the Twenty20 World Cup in October and
November. The high-paying IPL, which was taking
place in biosecure “bubble” conditions, attracts many
of the world’s top cricketers, including players from

Australia, England and South Africa.

‘Difficult times’
BCCI Vice-President Rajiv Shukla told AFP that the

governing body would “make the arrangements” for
the IPL’s international players to leave India. “About
the foreign players, as we have said, we will try and
ensure all of them get to their homes,” he said.

Cricket Australia said in a statement that it was in
touch with the BCCI to “ensure the safe accommoda-

tion and repatriation of Australian players, coaches,
match officials and commentators back home.”

The governing body added that it was not seeking
exemptions from the Australian government’s move to
ban travellers from India from entering the country
until at least May 15. The IPL has been running since
early April, even as India’s health care system has been
overwhelmed by a vicious second wave of virus cases.

This prompted criticism from some who said it was
inappropriate, given the suffering in the country, while
others defended it as a welcome distraction. Eight
teams have been playing behind closed doors in six
cities including Delhi and Mumbai, both badly hit by
the pandemic.

“These are difficult times, especially in India and
while we have tried to bring in some positivity and
cheer, however, it is imperative that the tournament is
now suspended and everyone goes back to their fami-
lies and loved ones in these trying times,” the state-
ment said. “The BCCI will do everything in its powers
to arrange for the secure and safe passage of all the
participants in IPL 2021.”

One unnamed franchise told The Times of India it
had approached the BCCI and said: “You can host it
after three months, five months, six months. It doesn’t
matter. But right now, it needs to stop.” Broadcaster
Star India was also in favor of the suspension, the
newspaper added.

‘Heartbreaking’
Ex-England batsman Kevin Pietersen, who has been

commentating on the IPL, tweeted after the announce-
ment that it was “heartbreaking to see a country I love
so much suffering”. “You WILL get through this! You
WILL be stronger coming out of this! Your kindness &
generosity NEVER goes unnoticed even during this
crisis! #IncredibleIndia,” he wrote.

Indian cricket commentator Harsha Bhogle said he
hoped the competition would return “stronger when
the world is what we knew it to be”. “I guess it became
inevitable in the last couple of days. Look forward to
calling the action in happier times,” he tweeted.

Australian players Adam Zampa, Andrew Tye and
Kane Richardson had already left their IPL teams
before their country imposed a ban on arrivals from
India. The English Cricket Board has also said it was
talking with staff and players in India. The huge surge
in cases has overwhelmed hospitals in major cities and
led to severe shortages of oxygen, beds and critical
medical supplies. — AFP

Selby claims
fourth world
snooker title
LONDON: Mark Selby won a fourth world snooker
title as he held off a stirring fightback from Shaun
Murphy to win 18-15 in front of a capacity crowd at the
Crucible. Selby punched the air after sinking the final
black under immense pressure to join John Higgins as a
four-time champion. The 37-year-old had endured a
torrid time after winning his previous crown in 2017,
crashing out in the first round as defending champion
and surrendering his status as world number one after
going over two-and-a-half years without a British-
based ranking title.

Selby strode out for the final session with a 14-11
advantage, but well aware of the danger posed by
Murphy, who had roared into the final in the kind of
free-flowing form that evoked memories of his charge to
the title as a fresh-faced qualifier in 2005. After Selby
moved to within one frame of victory, Murphy produced
back-to-back centuries to set up a nervy finale. He
came close to taking another after Selby broke down on
a break of 38 in the next, but a difficult red down the
cushion proved a step too far, and Selby duly cleared
up. “Absolutely incredible. Every time you get to a
world final you always try your hardest because it’s such
a tough tournament to get there and you never know if
it’s going to be your last or not,” said Selby. “A few
years ago I had some really, really dark days and times
were tough, obviously all the family will understand
what I’m going through, so this has been a special one.”

Selby’s win moved him back up to number two in the
world rankings. “My aim is to try and get back to num-
ber one,” he added. “You still have massive goals in your
career and I’m going in the right direction.” Murphy
paid tribute to the champion, telling the BBC: “He’s just
super-granite. Unfortunately for me I’ve known him
since we were nine years of age and he’s always been
the same. “I started the match well and he just went into
super-hard mode and broke me last night. It was a
tough lead to give him overnight in a match of this cal-
iber and it probably made the difference.” — AFP 

London mayor
Sadiq Khan eyes
new Olympic bid
LONDON: London mayor Sadiq Khan said yes-
terday he will try to bring the Olympic and
Paralympic Games back to the UK capital if he is
re-elected this week. The Labour party politician
said he would establish an exploratory committee
for a bid to host the “most sustainable ever” games
in 2036 or 2040. London would be the first city to
host four summer games in the modern Olympic
era if a bid were successful. Khan, 50, is running for
a second term in mayoral elections on Thursday
and has led the field in polling over his nearest
rivals. “Exploring a bid for the 2036 or 2040
Olympic and Paralympic Games is the ultimate
demonstration of my plan to build a brighter future
for London after the pandemic,” Khan said. “It
would help fast-track much-needed green infra-
structure projects, bringing with them long-term
jobs and investment. My ambition is for London to
host the most sustainable games ever, showcasing
the Green New Deal for London with investment in
low-carbon projects, action to clean up London’s
air and showcasing the city’s status as the world’s
first national park city.”

London last hosted the Olympics and
Paralympics in 2012, when current British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson was mayor. Using the ven-
ues and facilities built for that event would con-
tribute to the sustainability targets of a future bid,
Khan added. The 2012 games were perceived to
have run smoothly thanks to efficient infrastructure,
logistics and the punctual completion of new ven-
ues following a seven-year planning period.

The Olympic Park site has helped to regenerate
the surrounding area of east London, formerly one
of the British capital’s most deprived neighbor-
hoods. A 2012 poll for the Games’ organizing com-
mittee found 65 percent of respondents thought
they improved London and the UK’s global image.
Khan’s four-year term as mayor of London was due
to expire in 2020 but the arrival of the coronavirus
pandemic in the UK forced local elections to be
postponed by a year. —AFP

India’s IPL cricket
suspended over coronavirus

NEW DELHI: A policeman walks outside the Arun Jaitley Stadium in New Delhi on April 28, 2021 during the
2021 Indian Premier League (IPL) Twenty20 cricket match between the Sunrisers Hyderabad and the
Chennai Superkings with no spectators in attendance due to the Covid-19 coronavirus pandemic. - AFP 

BURNLEY: Burnley’s New Zealand striker Chris Wood shoots but fails to score during the English Premier
League football match between Burnley and West Ham United at Turf Moor in Burnley, north west England,
on Monday. — AFP

LONDON: West Ham maintained their surprise chal-
lenge for a place in next season’s Champions League as
Michail Antonio scored twice to beat Burnley 2-1 on
Monday. Chris Wood’s penalty opened the scoring for
the Clarets, but Burnley failed to guarantee their Premier
League survival for another season as Antonio struck
twice in eight minutes. The Hammers move into fifth, just
three points adrift of Chelsea, who have to travel to run-
away leaders Manchester City next weekend. West Ham,
by contrast, have a favorable run in with Everton,
Brighton, West Brom and Southampton to come in their
final four games of the campaign.

The return of Antonio from injury could prove the
decisive factor for David Moyes’s men, who were bat-
tling for survival at this stage of last season. The
Jamaican missed back-to-back defeats by Newcastle
and Chelsea that had rocked West Ham’s bid to finish in
the top four. Another slow start saw them fall behind
again when Wood was upended by Tomas Soucek and
the New Zealander confidently stroked home the penal-
ty. However, Burnley were guilty of uncharacteristic mis-
takes in defending crosses into their box.

Antonio’s outmuscled Matt Lowton to head home
Vladimir Coufal’s cross on 21 minutes. Moments later he
tapped in at the back post from Said Benrahma’s low ball
into the box. At the other end of the table, West Brom

are set for a return to the Championship after just one
season back in the Premier League as a 1-1 draw at
home to Wolves on Monday all but ended their chances
of survival.

Sam Allardyce’s men are now 10 points from safety
with just 12 left to play for in the final four games of the
season. The former England manager has never previ-
ously been relegated from the top flight, but the Baggies
have won just four of his 22 games in charge since
replacing the sacked Slaven Bilic in December. “We owe
it to everyone to keep a professional attitude and go out
and try to win every game we’ve got left and hope every
team above us loses every game and then, by some
magic miracle and some fairy dust, we stay up,” said
Allardyce. One of those victories was away to Wolves in
the Black Country derby in January. However, Nuno
Espirito Santo’s side gained some measure of revenge
by denying West Brom hope of beating the drop.

Both sides battled horrendous playing conditions
under heavy rain and luck also deserted West Brom in
first-half stoppage time when Kyle Bartley’s attempted
clearance ricocheted off Fabio Silva and into the net to
give Wolves the lead. Mbaye Diagne levelled on 62 min-
utes when he headed in Conor Townsend’s cross. But
West Brom could not find the winner they desperately
needed and remain second bottom of the table. — AFP

Antonio boosts West Ham’s 
Champions League challenge


