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Man City on brink of title glory  
LONDON: Manchester City are within 
touching distance of the Premier League 
tit le after Sergio Aguero and Ferran 
Torres sealed a 2-0 win at  Crysta l 
Palace yesterday. Pep Guardiola’s side 
sit 13 points clear at the top and will be 
crowned champions if second-placed 
Manchester  United lose against 
Liverpool today. 

After  a  tepid f i rst  hal f  in  south 
London, it was fitting that Aguero - the 
architect of so many big moments in 
City’s history - should open the scoring 
with a typically lethal finish. Torres killed 
off Palace two minutes later as City 
eased to an 11th successive away victory 
in the Premier League, equaling the 
English top-flight record. 

Even if United do not slip up against 
Liverpool at Old Trafford, City have four 
matches left to secure the one win they 
need to clinch the title, starting with next 
Saturday’s home game against Chelsea. 
It is a matter of when not if City add the 
Premier League to the League Cup they 
won against Tottenham in April. 

City were languishing in 14th place in 
late November but a blistering run since 
then has carried them to the brink of a 
third title in four seasons. The treble 
chasers could also add the Champions 
League to that haul. On Tuesday, City 
will  attempt to reach their first ever 
Champions League f inal  when they 
defend a 2-1 lead in the semi-final sec-
ond leg against Paris Saint Germain. 

This was City’s sixth successive game 
away from the Etihad Stadium and by 
the time they return to Manchester to 
play PSG, they wil l  have clocked up 
more than 3,500 miles on the road in 
just three weeks. Guardiola believes that 
grueling schedule has made City’s suc-

cess this season “extra special” and this 
win was another tribute to their tena-
cious attitude. 

 
Guardiola joy  

The City boss made eight changes 
from the midweek win in Paris, with only 
Ederson, Rodri and Joao Cancelo keep-

ing their places as Aguero, Gabriel Jesus 
and Raheem Sterling came in. Aguero 
was making only his sixth league start of 
an in jury-plagued season for City’s 
record goalscorer, who has announced 
he wi l l  leave in  the summer. Al l  the 
changes left City looking disjointed in a 
scrappy first half. 

Torres met Benjamin Mendy’s cross 
with a deflected effort that looped over 
the bar. Sterling’s poor form has been 
hidden by City’s march towards the title 
and the England winger was guilty of 
taking one touch too many after bursting 
into the Palace six-yard box as a good 
chance went begging. 

Ederson had to make a superb save 
to keep City level when he stretched to 
block Christian Benteke’s close-range 
effort with his legs. Aguero couldn’t hit 
the target from 10 yards before Jesus 
was correctly ruled offside after he 
vo l leyed home f rom Fernandinho’s 
cross. It was the first time in 21 games 
that City had failed to have a shot on 
target in the first half. 

But City are too potent to be sub-
dued for long and they played with far 
more intensity after the interval. Aguero 
had been anonymous for long periods, 
but he rolled back the years to break 
the  deadlock in  the  57th  minute . 
Running onto Mendy’s pass, Aguero 
took a touch inside the Palace area 
before smashing a half-volley into the 
roof of the net from 10 yards. 

Aguero’s fourth goal of the season - 
his 258th for the club - put City back in 
their groove and Torres doubled the 
lead 84 seconds later. Aguero, Jesus 
and Ster l ing  exchanged a  f lurry  of 
passes, teeing up Torres for a fine low 
f in ish  f rom the  edge of  the  area . 
Guardiola’s joyous fist-pumping cele-
bration underlined the magnitude of the 
moment as City closed in on their latest 
title triumph.  

On Friday, Leicester missed a chance 
to cement their grip on third place in 
the Premier League after a 1-1 draw 
against  10-man Southampton at  St 
Mary’s. Southampton had to play 80 
minutes  wi thout  Dan ish  defender 
Jannik Vestergaard after he was sent 
off for a foul on Jamie Vardy. But James 
Ward-Prowse’s second half  penalty 
br ie f ly  put  Ra lph Hasenhutt l ’s  s ide 
ahead  before  Jonny  Evans  headed 
Leicester’s equalizer. — AFP   

LONDON: Crystal Palace’s Senegalese midfielder Cheikhou Kouyate (right) vies with Manchester City’s English midfielder Raheem 
Sterling (center) and Manchester City’s Argentinian striker Sergio Aguero during an English Premier League match at Selhurst Park 
yesterday. — AFP  

Guardiola: Season ‘extra special’ due to fixture stress


