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LOS ANGELES: Jayson Tatum scored a career-high
60 points as the Boston Celtics stormed back from
a 32-point first half deficit for a 143-140 overtime
win over the San Antonio Spurs at the Boston
Garden. Tatum’s point total equalled Boston icon
Larry Bird for the most points scored in a game in
Celtic’s history and he is the second youngest play-
er ever in the NBA behind Devin Booker to post a
60-point game. 

“It’s a surreal feeling,” Tatum said of owning the
franchise record with Bird. “Maybe tomorrow I will
realize how special it is.” The 23-year-old Tatum
made four free throws in the final 12 seconds of
overtime for the Celtics who roared back from a 29-
point halftime deficit to level the score halfway
through the fourth quarter on Friday night. Tatum’s
previous career best was 53 points against the
Minnesota Timberwolves on April 9.

Tatum hit a three pointer with 38 seconds left in
the fourth to give the Celtics their first lead 127-126
since early in the first quarter. Tatum drained anoth-
er free throw with 18 seconds to play to give the
Celtics’ a two point lead, but San Antonio’s DeMar
DeRozan tied the game with 10 seconds to go to set
the stage for a thrilling overtime.

“That was a tough one,” Tatum said. “This game
is what being a Celtic is all about. Never quit, never
giving up. To be down 30 and come back in over-
time and win, there is nothing like it.” Jaylen Brown
added 17 points for the Celtics and Aaron Nesmith
had 16 points. DeRozan scored 30 points and
dished out a career-high 14 assists for the Spurs,
who dropped to 31-31 on the season.

Lillard leads Trail Blazers over Nets 
In New York, Damian Lillard finished with 32

points and nine assists to lead the Portland Trail
Blazers to a convincing 128-109 victory over the
Brooklyn Nets. Jusuf Nurkic delivered 23 points and
11 rebounds as Portland improved to 3-0 on a six-
game road trip after losing five straight. Lillard
drained eight three pointers for the Trail Blazers, who
improved to 35-28 and are putting together a string
of wins as they gear up for the playoffs.

“We have been terrible for awhile, but we are put-
ting it together at the right time of the year,” Lillard
said. “The way we have won games is more important
than just getting the wins. “We defended and moved
the ball. It is the way we want to play in the postsea-
son.” Kyrie Irving scored 28 points for the Nets after
sitting out Thursday’s 130-113 victory over the
Indiana Pacers because of a groin problem.

Brooklyn star Kevin Durant, who missed 23
straight games earlier this season with a left ham-
string injury, did not play. Elsewhere, the Philadelphia
76ers used a balance attack to beat the Atlanta
Hawks for the second consecutive game as seven
players hit double figures in a 126-104 victory. Joel
Embiid, Ben Simmons and Tobias Harris each scored
18 points and reserve Dwight Howard finished with 19
points and 11 rebounds as the Sixers improved to 42-
21 on the season. The Sixers dominated the Hawks by
44 points on Wednesday and have won each of their
past three games by a combined 97 points. Shake
Milton scored 13, Furkan Korkmaz had 11 and Matisse
Thybulle added 10. The Hawks got leading scorer
Trae Young back in the lineup after he missed four

games with a sprained left ankle.  Young showed no
rust, scoring 32 points but the Hawks lost their third
straight game. In Phoenix, Booker scored 31 points,

Mikal Bridges added 18 and the Phoenix Suns beat
the Utah Jazz 121-100  to move  into a tie for the top
spot in the Western Conference. —AFP

Tatum explodes for 60, Celtics 
roar back from 32-point deficit

BOSTON: Jayson Tatum #0 of the Boston Celtics handles the ball against the San Antonio Spurs on
Friday at the TD Garden. —AFP

Kings rally to spoil 
LeBron James’ 
return to Lakers
LOS ANGELES: Los Angeles superstar LeBron
James scored 16 points in his return from the longest
absence of his NBA career on Friday, but the
Sacramento Kings rallied to beat the Lakers 110-106
at Staples Center. James, who missed 20 games with a
sprained ankle, finished with eight rebounds and sev-
en assists, but he also had five turnovers in 32 minutes
of playing time. “I came out unscathed. It’s a pretty
good start,” James said.

The reigning champion Lakers are pleased to have
the four time NBA MVP back for the Lakers stretch
drive, but James will have to shake off some expected
rust in order to get into playoff form. “For my first
game in six weeks, I felt OK,” James said. “My ankle
was a little tight at times. It was just different move-
ments and different things I hadn’t done. As the games
go on that will continue to improve.”

The good news is that his play improved as the
game progressed and he didn’t appear to show any
serious negative effects of the ankle injury which kept
him out since March 20. James rejoined a Lakers team
that has added Andre Drummond and Ben McLemore
during his absence and that welcomed back Anthony
Davis, who missed nine weeks with injuries of his own.

“We got to continue to get better,” James said. “We
are working in two new pieces in Drummond and Ben
and also working in myself and AD.” At the time of the
injury, the Lakers had the No. 2 record in the Western
Conference and James was considered one of the
front-runners in the league’s MVP award.

But James saw the Lakers go 8-13 when he was
sidelined, and they have now lost six of their last
eight. “It has been a hell of a season. Sometimes we
have a game every other day, back-to-backs, and we
can have four or five games in a week. It has been a
long super quick season.” Heading into his return,
James was averaging 25.4 points, 7.9 rebounds and
7.9 assists a game.

James wasn’t designated as available for Friday’s
game until less than two hours before tip-off. He
gave his right ankle a final test in pre-game warm-
ups then announced he was ready to go. Lakers
coach Frank Vogel hadn’t planned to limit James’
playing time although James took his first break
halfway through the first quarter with the Kings
ahead 12-9. He didn’t score his first basket until the
final seconds of the first quarter.

Kings fight back 
The Lakers led by 10 points at the end of the third

quarter, but the Kings outscored Los Angeles 32-18 in
the fourth. James scored the Lakers final points of the
game on a driving layup with 36 seconds left. He then
put up a desperation 32-foot three pointer that bounced
off the back of the rim and out with two seconds
remaining that would have given the Lakers the lead.

Tyrese Haliburton led the Kings with 23 points and

10 assists and Terence Davis scored 10 fourth-quarter
points. The Kings earned their first victory at Staples
Center since 2018 and they did it without key players
De’Aaron Fox (COVID-19 protocols) and Harrison
Barnes (abductor tightness). Davis led the Lakers with
22 points and 11 rebounds, and Drummond had 17
points in the loss. —AFP

LOS ANGELES: LeBron James #23 of the Los Angeles
Lakers shoots the ball during the game against the
Sacramento Kings on Friday at STAPLES Center. —AFP

Istiqlol first Tajik 
club into Champions 
League last 16
DOHA: Tournament debutants Istiqlol on Friday
became the first club from Tajikistan to qualify for the
Asian Champions League last 16 despite suffering a 2-
1 defeat to Uzbekistan’s AGMK. The Dushanbe-based
Istiqlol finished on 10 points from six matches to top
Group A on a better head-to-head-record with Saudi
giants Al Hilal, who also advanced as one of the three
best second-placed teams after a 2-0 defeat by
Shabab Al Ahli of the UAE.

AGMK had nothing to lose and were aggressive
from the start, keeping Istiqlol goalkeeper Rustam
Yatimov on his toes throughout the match at the King
Fahd International Stadium in Riyadh. After several
close calls, the Tajiks finally fell to the pressure in the
67th minute with AGMK’s Zafar Polovonov heading in
from close off an assist from Akramjon Komilov.

Twelve minutes later Istiqlol suffered another set-
back as AGMK scored their second goal with Jovan
Djokic’s powerful shot off a pass from Murodjon
Toshmatov finding the net. Istiqlol, who had already
made history this month by becoming the first club

from Tajikistan to feature in the continental club show-
piece, pulled one back with Rustam Soirov scoring
from the penalty spot after he was fouled by Komilov.

But even though AGMK withstood the pressure in
the dying minutes to pull off only their second win, it
emerged that Al Hilal had been beaten by Shabab Al
Ahli at Riyadh’s Prince Faisal bin Fahd Stadium. Igor
Jesus scored both the goals for Shabab in the second
half to give the UAE side a second win in three match-
es. Brazilian forward Jesus first struck with a spot-kick
in the 54th minute after Mohamed Kanno brought
down the dangerous Jaloliddin Masharipov.

Al Hilal’s star players failed to fire throughout the
match with Bafetimbi Gomis, Andre Carillo and Yasir
al-Shahrani fluffing chances and when Jesus struck his
second of the night in the 90th minute, it appeared the
former champions’ misery was complete. But Qatar’s Al
Duhail and Saudi Arabia’s Al Ahli could only draw their
match 1-1, resulting in both crashing out and Al Hilal
making the cut.

Iran’s Esteghlal progressed to the round of 16 as
Group C winners after Chieck Diabate’s 14th-minute
penalty gave them a 1-0 win over Iraq’s Al Shorta. The
Malian striker had missed a great chance earlier in the
match but made amends with his spot kick after
Croatian Hrvoje Milic drew a foul from Karrar Al-
Abbasi. Esteghlal won another penalty a few minutes
later when Mehdi Ghaedi was brought down but
Diabate’s shot was saved by Al Shorta goalkeeper

Ahmed Basil. Iran’s Tractor FC and the UAE’s Al
Wahda, who were not in action on Friday, also
advanced along with Al Hilal despite being second in
their respective groups. —AFP

RIYADH: Saudi’s Al-Hilal forward Luciano Vietto is
marked by UAE’s Shabab Al-Ahli midfielders Abdullah
Al-Naqbi and Eid Khamis during the AFC Champions
League group A match on Friday at the Prince Faisal
bin Fahd stadium. —AFP

Forsberg fires Leipzig 
into German Cup final
BERLIN: Emil Forsberg volleyed RB Leipzig into the
German Cup final by sealing a 2-1 win at Werder
Bremen with a stunning last-gasp goal in extra-time
on Friday. Hwang Hee-chan had put Leipzig ahead at
the start of extra-time only for Bremen midfielder
Leonardo Bittencourt to level with a superb finish
before Forsberg came off the bench to hit the winner.
“I was only on for about five minutes, but that was
enough to get the goal,” said Forsberg.

“We are all really happy to be in the final and looking
forward to it,” he added as Leipzig face either Borussia
Dortmund or Holstein Kiel, who knocked out Bayern
Munich, in the final on May 13. “We lost to Bayern the
last time,” he added having played in the team which
lost the 2019 German Cup final 3-0 in Berlin, “so the
passion and desire to win the cup is huge.”

Leipzig coach Julian Nagelsmann, who will coach
Bayern next season, can sign off after two seasons by
lifting the German Cup. “The boys fought hard, it’s
been a turbulent week for the club and we deserved
the win,” said Nagelsmann after his departure to
Bayern was confirmed on Tuesday. “I would love to
finish with a title for Leipzig.” 

His side romped to a 4-1 win in Bremen when the
teams met in the league three weeks ago, but the
hosts put up a fight this time. Werder goalkeeper Jiri
Pavlenka pulled off a superb save to deny Leipzig
striker Alexander Sorloth with four minutes gone.
Bremen’s US striker Joshua Sargent fired wide with
the goal at his mercy after getting the better of
Leipzig defender Dayot Upamecano on half an hour.

Just before the break, Bremen had a penalty deci-
sion reversed after referee Manuel Graefe judged
Davie Selke had exaggerated contact from Leipzig
defender Nordi Mukiele. It finished goalless at the
break, but Leipzig hit the woodwork three times in
the second-half. Mukiele hit the post shortly after
half time, then Leipzig defender Willi Orban also rat-
tled the woodwork with 65 minutes gone with a
powerful header.

Pavlenka palmed a shot by Christopher Nkunku
onto the post and in added time, Pavlenka produced a
stunning save to deny a Yussuf Poulsen header and
take the game to extra time. Leipzig got the break-
through when Poulsen flicked the ball through to
Hwang, who held off his marker and fired home three
minutes into extra-time.  

The South Korea striker is reportedly being
chased by Premier League sides Everton, Brighton
and West Ham United. However, a mistake by
Upamecano allowed Bittencourt to sprint clear, round
Leipzig goalkeeper Peter Gulacsi and equalize from a
tight angle in the 105th minute. Forsberg came on in
the second period of extra-time and volleyed home
Hwang’s header from close range to break Bremen
hearts. —AFP 


