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Jaan Roose performs in Seli Raba, Estonia. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

NEW YORK: Hall of Fame second baseman
Roberto Alomar was fired Friday as a consultant to
Major League Baseball and placed upon the perma-
nently ineligible list over a 2014 sexual misconduct
incident. MLB commissioner Rob Manfred issued
the punishment, which also led to the Toronto Blue
Jays severing ties to the 53-year-old Puerto Rican,
who played in MLB from 1988 through 2004 and
helped the Blue Jays to World Series titles in 1992
and 1993.

“At my office’s request, an independent investi-
gation was conducted by an external legal firm to
review an allegation of sexual misconduct reported
by a baseball industry employee earlier this year
involving Mr Alomar in 2014,” Manfred said.
“Having reviewed all of the available evidence from
the now completed investigation, I have concluded
that Mr. Alomar violated MLB’s policies, and that
termination of his consultant contract and place-
ment on MLB’s Ineligible List are warranted.

“We are grateful for the courage of the individual
who came forward. MLB will continue to strive to
create environments in which people feel comfort-
able speaking up without fear of recrimination,
retaliation, or exclusion.” Manfred said no further
details of the incident would be released to protect
the identity of the individual involved, while Alomar
released a statement on Twitter saying he wanted a
forum to challenge the accusation against him. 

“I am disappointed, surprised and upset with
today’s news,” Alomar said. “With the current social

climate, I understand why Major League Baseball
has taken the position they have. My hope is that
this allegation can be heard in a venue that will
allow me to address the accusation directly.”
Alomar would need to apply to MLB for reinstate-
ment from the banned list.

Alomar, whose father Sandy Alomar Sr. was an

MLB second baseman in the 1960s and 1970s,
served several roles for the Blue Jays, whose
president, Mark Shapiro, supported the decision
by Manfred in cutting all ties with him. “The
Toronto Blue Jays believe in creating a safe,
inclusive, and empathetic environment, where
everyone involved in our game is respected,”
Shapiro said. “I am reaffirming our organization’s
commitment to our employees, fans, media, and
partners to uphold a culture of respect that treats
all individuals with dignity.”

The Blue Jays, in a statement, said they were
removing honors to Alomar in the team’s home ball-
park, where his jersey number, 12, had been retired.
“The Blue Jays are severing all ties with Alomar,
effective immediately,” the team statement said.
“The Blue Jays are committed to advancing respect
and equity in baseball and are taking further action
by removing Alomar from the Level of Excellence
and taking down his banner at Rogers Centre.”

Alomar was named to 12 consecutive MLB All-
Star Games from 1990 to 2001 and finished his 17-
year career with a .300 batting average, 2,724 hits,
270 home runs with 1,134 runs batted in and 474
stolen bases. Alomar played for the Blue Jays, San
Diego Padres, Baltimore Orioles, Cleveland
Indians, Chicago White Sox, Arizona
Diamondbacks and New York Mets before retiring
in 2005. He was inducted into the Baseball Hall of
Fame in 2011 with 90 percent support from a
media selection panel. — AFP  
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TORONTO: In this file photo taken on Oct 4, 2016, former
Major League Baseball player Roberto Alomar throws
out the ceremonial first pitch prior to the American
League Wild Card game between the Toronto Blue Jays
and the Baltimore Orioles at Rogers Centre. — AFP 

MUNICH: Germany’s Alexander Zverev returns the ball to
Belarus’ Ilya Ivashka during their quarterfinal match at
the ATP Tennis BMW Open on Friday. — AFP 

Trayvon Bromell

Maradona was left 
to ‘fate’ ahead of 
death: Expert panel 
BUENOS AIRES: Argentine football icon Diego
Maradona received inadequate medical care and was
left to his fate for a “prolonged, agonizing period”
before he died last year, an expert medical panel
concluded Friday. In a 70-page document, the panel
stated that Maradona, who succumbed to a heart
attack on Nov 25 at the age of 60, “started to die at
least 12 hours before” the moment he was found dead
in his bed.

Maradona died just weeks after undergoing brain
surgery on a blood clot. A panel of 20 experts was
convened by Argentina’s public prosecutor to exam-
ine the cause of death and to determine if there had
been any negligence. Maradona’s neurosurgeon
Leopoldo Luque, psychiatrist Agustina Cosachov
and psychologist Carlos Diaz are under investigation
as well as two nurses, a nursing coordinator and a
medical coordinator.

The finding could result in a case of wrongful death,
and a prison sentence of up to 15 years if convicted.
The legal proceedings were prompted by a complaint
filed by two of Maradona’s five daughters against
Luque, whom they blamed for their father’s deteriorat-
ing condition after the brain operation. Maradona
underwent surgery on Nov 3, just four days after he
celebrated his 60th birthday at the club he coached,
Gimnasia y Esgrima. However, he appeared in poor
health then, and had trouble speaking.

‘Deficiencies and irregularities’ 
Maradona had battled cocaine and alcohol addic-

tions during his life. He was suffering from liver, kid-
ney and cardiovascular disorders when he died. Two
of the football great’s daughters have accused Luque
of responsibility in Maradona’s deteriorating health.
The panel concluded that Maradona “would have had
a better chance of survival” with adequate treatment
in an appropriate medical facility.

He died in his bed in a rented house in an exclusive
Buenos Aires neighborhood, where he was receiving
home care. Maradona did not have “full use of his
mental faculties” and should not have been left to
decide where he would be treated, the experts said.
They also found that his treatment was rife with
“deficiencies and irregularities” and the medical team
had left his survival “to fate”.

Sebastian Sanchi, a former spokesman for
Maradona, told AFP, “it is clear that the panel says
that things were not done right”. Maradona is an idol
to millions of Argentines after he inspired the South
American country to only its second World Cup tri-
umph in 1986. An attacking midfielder who spent two
years with Spanish giants Barcelona, he is also loved
in Naples where he helped Napoli win the only two
Serie A titles in the club’s history. —AFP

Bromell comeback 
gathers pace with 
world best 9.88sec
MIAMI: Trayvon Bromell of the United States set
a world-leading 9.88sec with 100m victory at an
invitational meet in Florida on Friday, continuing
his impressive start to the season after years
dogged by injuries. Bromell, racing at the
University of North Florida Invitational near his
training base at Jacksonville, powered home ahead
of Canada’s Olympic bronze medalist Andre
DeGrasse who was second in 10.05sec. Divine
Oduduru was third while France’s Jimmy Vicaut fin-
ished fourth with a time of 10.17. 

Bromell’s blistering run came after a 100m victo-
ry at the Oregon Relays in Eugene last weekend,
where he defeated world 200m champion Noah
Lyles in 10.01sec. The 25-year-old Bromell’s form
suggests he is now firmly in the frame as a potential
100m gold medalist at this year’s Tokyo Olympics,
where world champion Christian Coleman will be
absent because of a doping ban.

Bromell’s return to form comes after a career
that had been blown off course by a catalogue of
injuries. He exploded onto the athletics scene in
2015, when he ran a personal best time of 9.84sec
for the 100m before his 20th birthday - the fastest
time ever run by a teenager over the distance -
before later claiming a bronze at that year’s World
Championships in Beijing.

He won gold in the 60m at the World Indoor
championships in Portland in 2016, but suffered dis-
appointment at the Rio Olympics that year, only fin-
ishing in eighth place in the final won by Usain Bolt.
He later suffered a torn Achilles in the final of the
4x100m relay, the start of an injury nightmare that
saw him miss two full years of competition. — AFP  

Top seed Zverev 
crashes out; Osaka 
enjoys winning start 
MUNICH/MADRID: Top seed Alexander Zverev
crashed out of Munich’s ATP clay court tourna-
ment after a shock defeat to qualifier Ilya Ivashka
in the quarterfinals on Friday. Despite winning the
opening set on a tie-breaker, Zverev, the 2017 and
2018 Munich champion, bowed out 7-6 (7/5), 5-7,
3-6 after Ivashka of Belarus converted his first
match point.

The 27-year-old is ranked 101 places below
world number six Zverev, 24, who made numerous
errors. “This is a match I should never have lost - I’m
sad and disappointed”, admitted Germany’s Zverev.
Half of his 14 double faults came in the deciding set
as Zverev lost after two hours, 33 minutes while
Ivashka reached a semi-final on tour for the first
time in his career.

Meanwhile, Japan’s Naomi Osaka began her bid
to capture a first clay court title with a 7-5, 6-2
win over compatriot Misaki Doi in the opening
round of the Madrid Open on Friday. The 23-year-
old world number two recovered from an early
break to ease into the last 32 in 87 minutes on the
back of six aces, the last of which came on match
point, and five breaks of serve. For left-handed Doi,
the world 79, it was a 21st loss in 21 meetings
against top 10 players. Osaka, the reigning US and
Australian Open champion, has seven career hard
court titles to her name, but has never managed to
lift a clay court trophy. — AFP 

PALM HARBOR, Florida: A general view during the second round of the Valspar Championship on the Copperhead
Course at Innisbrook Resort on Friday. — AFP 

Lin bids to make 
history; Bradley, 
Burns share lead
SINGAPORE/MIAMI: Lin Xiyu could become the
first Chinese female golfer to win the HSBC Women’s
World Championship after she fired a five-under-par
67 to snatch the third round lead yesterday. Lin, who
is holding a 54-hole lead for the first time, had a
sparkling back-nine to thank as she stormed up the
leaderboard with four birdies in her last six holes to
take a one-shot lead over Australia’s Hannah Green
and South Korea’s Park In-bee.

Green and Park returned with matching three-day
totals of 13-under-par 203 to share second place.
The day did not start off according to plan for Lin as
she stumbled early with a bogey-five on the first
hole. She recovered quickly with birdies on the sec-
ond and fifth holes but was pegged back again with
another bogey on seven.

“I was really feeling nervous at the first hole. I
thought I was going to hit it longer and left the putt
short. But I just told myself that like yesterday when I
had two bogeys, I can bounce back,” said Lin. The
25-year-old birdied the ninth hole and started her
charge with another birdie on 13 before finishing off
strongly with further birdies on 15, 16 and 18 to sign
for a 202 total. 

“I decided to play aggressively in the back-nine,”
Lin said. “I knew there were still lots of opportunities
and I just had to stay patient. The last couple of holes
were pretty surreal! It’s going to be a brand-new
experience for me. Today’s round has given me lots
of confidence and I’m just going to do exactly the
same thing like I did today.”

South Korea’s Park, who shared the overnight
lead with fellow South Korean Park Hee-young,
started promisingly with four birdies in a blemish-
free front-nine. Her fortunes turned quickly in the
back-nine as she dropped four shots with bogeys
and a double-bogey on holes 11, 14 and 16. But the
Olympic gold medalist redeemed herself with a
birdie on 18 to keep herself in contention at the
Singapore tournament.

Meanwhile, Keegan Bradley holed out for eagle
from the fairway at his final hole on Friday to share
the 36-hole lead at the Valspar Championship with
fellow American Sam Burns. Overnight leader
Bradley’s five-under 66 saw him keep pace with
Burns, who fired five of his eight birdies on the back
nine in a blemish-free eight-under par 63. The US
duo were four strokes clear of their nearest rivals
with a record 36-hole total of 12-under 130. South
Korean KJ Choi had set the previous best 36-hole
score at Innisbrook in Palm Harbor, Florida, with a
131 back in 2002. “It was a fun day and what a way
to finish. It was a blast,” Bradley said after his gap
wedge from 119 yards out at the par-four ninth
tracked the pin all the way, landing just beyond the
hole and spinning back in. — AFP 


