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Fans wearing Mickey Mouse ears lined 
up as Disneyland in California finally 
reopened Friday, more than 400 days 

after the pandemic forced an unprecedent-
ed closure for the self-styled “Happiest 
Place on Earth.” “It is the greatest feeling 
ever!” said Momi Young-Wilkins, a 55-year-
old mother as she brought her children to 
the world-famous park near Los Angeles. “I 
promised my daughters we would be back 
here on opening day, and I made it hap-
pen.” Disneyland Park-the world’s second-
most visited theme park-and neighboring 
Disney California Adventure Park have 
been closed the longest of all the Mouse 
House’s globe-spanning parks, delayed by 
California’s sharp winter Covid spike and 
tough restrictions. 

But with the Golden State now boasting 
the nation’s lowest per capita infection rate, 
the sprawling resort flung open its gates 
Friday to the delight of many of its most 
obsessive devotees. Sisters Carla and 
Jasmine, 23 and 17, who preferred not to 
give their last name, used to visit “pretty 
much every day” before the pandemic. “We 
would go after school, after work, and just 

go on rides, even if it was for a couple 
hours,” said Carla, as they eagerly waited 
to re-enter. “We’ve been excited for this 
opening day... it’s very exciting and emo-
tional!” Inside the park, attendance is 
capped at 25 percent capacity, and only 

California residents who have reservations 
can enter in groups restricted to three 
households. As of Friday morning the park 
was practically sold out for the next seven 
weeks. The only spots available in May and 
June require special tickets that also give 

visitors access to Disney California 
Adventure. 

Face masks are mandatory, tempera-
tures are checked before admission, and 
Disneyland’s famed parades and “nighttime 
spectaculars” are on hold for fear of 
encouraging tightly massed crowds. Staff in 
Disney costumes-known as “cast mem-
bers” in the theme park’s lingo-can no 
longer hug visitors, but were on hand 
Friday to wave from a safe distance and 
“pop up posing in the background of self-
ies,” according to an official press release.  

 
‘Honeymoon’  
One resort hotel reopened Thursday 

with plexiglass barriers at reception and 
socially distanced check-in lines, with the 
others to follow from Sunday in a phased 
reopening.  Disneyland president Ken 
Potrock called the park’s reopening Friday 
a “very, very big deal,” with the lengthy clo-
sure used to make some “wonderful 
enhancements” including additions to the 
Snow White’s Enchanted Wish, King Arthur 
Carousel and Haunted Mansion attractions. 

A Marvel superhero-themed Avengers 

Campus is due to open at Disney California 
Adventure in June. Disneyland Park is 
already sold out for the entire first seven 
weeks. Some rides remain shut for pan-
demic safety reasons, including the Finding 
Nemo Submarine Voyage and the resort’s 
monorail, while others such as Jungle 
Cruise are closed for maintenance and 
upgrades. For Young-Wilkins, who told AFP 
she aimed to set a new personal record of 
riding an attraction themed on the movie 
“Cars” 50 times in a row, the park has a 
special significance. 

“I came here on my honeymoon, I 
came here and got pregnant right inside 
this park,” she said. “And my daughter’s 
been coming here for 17 years since she 
was born-so it’s like a family memory.” 
Her teenage daughter had visited 
Disneyland over 300 times since June 
2018, Young-Wilkins added. “We always 
feel like this is the happiest place for our 
family to be.”— AFP  

 

Suspects face 
attempted murder 
counts in Lady 
Gaga bulldog heist 
 
 

Three men were charged with 
attempted murder and robbery on 
Thursday in the theft of singer Lady 

Gaga’s dogs in February, authorities said, 
a crime that saw her dog walker shot on a 
street in Hollywood. The suspects are 
three men ages 18, 19 and 27, and two 
were also charged with assault, the Los 
Angeles District Attorney’s office said in a 
statement. “This was a brazen street 
crime that left a man seriously wounded,” 
District Attorney George Gascon was 
quoted as saying, underscoring the “very 
serious” nature of the case.  

The three, described by Los Angeles 
police as “documented gang members,” 
allegedly approached Lady Gaga’s dog 
walker Ryan Fischer while he was out 
with the singer’s French bulldogs near 
Sunset Boulevard on February 24. Two 
suspects got out of a vehicle and 
demanded Fischer hand over the pets at 
gunpoint. He was shot once in a struggle 
with the two men who fled with two of the 
dogs, Koji and Gustav, police said. 

A third dog, Miss Asia, ran away during 
the encounter before returning to the 
wounded Fischer, and was later recov-
ered by law enforcement at the scene. 
Police said they don’t believe the sus-
pects targeted the dogs because of their 
famous owner, but because French bull-
dogs are a coveted breed that can sell for 
thousands of dollars.  Two other sus-
pects, considered accomplices by prose-
cutors, include a 50-year-old woman who 
turned the pets over to police two days 
after the theft. She said she had found 
them in the street, after Lady Gaga had 
offered a $500,000 reward for their safe 
return. Authorities said the fifth suspect 
had a relationship with the 50-year-old 
woman and was the father of one of the 
three attackers. — AFP  

‘Game of Thrones’ 
star sues Marilyn  
Manson for alleged 
rape, abuse 
 
 

“Game of Thrones” actor Esme 
Bianco filed a lawsuit against 
US goth rocker Marilyn Manson 

on Friday setting out graphic allegations of 
rape, sexual abuse and violence. According 
to the papers filed at a California court, 
Bianco was twice invited to Los Angeles by 
Manson-real name Brian Warner-with the 
promise of paid work, only to be subjected 
to acts of sexual violence including being 
cut, whipped and electrocuted without her 
consent. “Mr. Warner raped Ms. Bianco in 
or around May 2011,” the lawsuit alleges.  

“Mr. Warner committed sexual acts with 
Ms. Bianco when she was unconscious or 
otherwise unable to consent” and “also 
committed sexual battery against Ms. 
Bianco on multiple occasions,” it says. 

In a statement to AFP, Manson’s lawyer 

Howard King described the claims as 
“provably false” and accused Bianco and 
her attorney of making “outrageous finan-
cial demands based on conduct that simply 
never occurred.” “We will vigorously contest 
these allegations in court and are confident 
that we will prevail,” King added. Los 
Angeles police in February confirmed they 
were investigating domestic violence alle-
gations against the singer between 2009 
and 2011. The dates and location of their 
investigation coincide with Bianco’s allega-
tions. 

“Westworld” star Evan Rachel Wood 
has also accused Manson of years of 
abuse starting when she was a teenager-
allegations Manson called “horrible distor-
tions of reality” in an Instagram post. 
Bianco, who was a fan of Manson as a 
teenager, appeared in 14 episodes of the 
smash-hit fantasy series “Game of 
Thrones” between 2011 and 2013, playing 
a prostitute called Ros. The British 38-year-
old said in a statement Friday she had spo-
ken out to stop Manson “from shattering 
any more lives and empower other victims 
to seek their own small measure of justice.” 

According to Bianco’s lawsuit, she first visit-
ed Manson in Los Angeles in 2009 for what 
she understood to be a music video shoot. 
Over four days, she was allegedly told to 
wear lingerie, deprived of sleep, given 
drugs and alcohol without food, and “physi-
cally beaten by Mr Warner,” including with a 
whip he told her “was utilized by the Nazis.”  

Later that year, he visited her in London 
and they began a consensual relationship, 
the papers state. In 2011, Bianco moved to 
Los Angeles and was told she would star in 
a feature film called “Phantasmagoria” with 
Manson before spending two and a half 
months “enduring constant abuse” under 
the threat of her visa process being dam-
aged, the lawsuit alleges. Manson, who 
has long cultivated a controversial image 
with his ghostly make-up and stage name 
evoking serial killer Charles Manson, has 
parted ways with Ciulla, as well as record 
label Loma Vista Recordings and 
Hollywood agency CAA since the allega-
tions became public. — AFP 

 

Anne Douglas,  
widow of 
Hollywood legend 
Kirk, dies at 102 
 
 

Anne Douglas, a philanthropist and 
widow of Hollywood legend Kirk 
Douglas, died Thursday at her home 

in Beverly Hills, her family said. She was 
102. Kirk Douglas, who died in February 
2020 at the age of 103, met his future wife 
in Paris in 1953, while filming “Act of Love.” 
After a whirlwind courtship, the couple got 
married in Las Vegas on May 29, 1954. “It 
wasn’t romantic, but it was legal and her 
new husband vowed that someday he 
would marry her again in a big celebration,” 
the Douglas family said in their statement. 

Kirk Douglas, one of the last superstars 
of Hollywood’s golden age of cinema 
renowned for performances in “Spartacus” 
and “Paths of Glory,” fulfilled that promise in 

2004 for their 50th anniversary. The couple 
were married for 66 years and had two 
sons, Peter and Eric. Their family also 
included two other sons, Michael and Joel, 
children from Kirk Douglas’s first marriage. 
Anne Douglas was born Hannelore Marx in 
Hanover, Germany on April 23, 1919. She 
was a student in Belgium when the Nazis 
bombed Brussels in 1940. Anne escaped 
by car with friends, headed toward France. 
But her German papers were a liability, and 
she married a Belgian to obtain nationality. 

Months after their arrival in Paris, the 
Germans occupied the city. When the 
Nazis decreed that movies must be shown 
with German subtitles, Anne’s knowledge 
of German, English, French and Italian 
enabled her to find work with a French film 
distributor. After the war, she continued her 
career in the industry, working for American 
network NBC, then for John Huston on the 
production of “Moulin Rouge,” before meet-
ing Kirk. Anne Douglas was active in diplo-
macy and philanthropy, including visiting 44 
countries as a goodwill ambassador for 
American values, work for which she was 
honored by the State Department’s United 
States Information Agency.—AFP 

 
 
 

Bafta suspends  
UK actor Clarke 
over sexual  
misconduct claims 
 
 

The British Academy of Film and 
Television Arts (Bafta) said Friday it 
treated sexual misconduct claims 

against actor and producer Noel Clarke 
with “utmost seriousness” after suspending 
his membership and a recent prize. Around 
20 women made allegations against the 
“Star Trek” and “Doctor Who” actor in a 
Guardian article published Thursday, includ-
ing some who gave their names on the 
record. The newspaper said the women 
had worked with Clarke and variously 
accused him of sexual harassment, grop-
ing, bullying, and taking sexually explicit 
images without consent, between 2004 and 
2019. 

Bafta immediately moved to suspend his 
membership of the academy in light of the 
report, and the prize it awarded him earlier 
this month for outstanding British contribu-
tion to cinema. Bafta faced questions about 
why he was given the prize despite claims 
already circulating against him. Clarke in a 
statement to the PA news agency said he 
“vehemently” denied “any sexual miscon-
duct or criminal wrongdoing”. He added, 
however, that “recent reports... have made 
it clear to me that some of my actions have 
affected people in ways I did not intend or 
realize”. 

“To those individuals, I am deeply sorry,” 
he said, adding he would be “seeking pro-
fessional help to educate myself and 
change for the better”. Bafta said it was not 
aware of the allegations when it decided in 
March to give Clarke its award and only lat-
er received what it said were anonymous 
emails detailing second-hand accounts. 
“We want to reassure you that we have 

treated this matter with the utmost serious-
ness, care and proper process at every 
stage,” it said in a letter to members. “The 
allegations against Mr Clarke are extremely 
serious and the behavior they allege are 
contrary to Bafta’s values and everything it 
stands for. 

“But no matter how abhorrent these alle-
gations are, they cannot be dealt with with-
out due process,” it added. “Had the victims 
gone on record as they have with The 
Guardian, the award would have been sus-
pended immediately.”Had we been in 
receipt of this, we would never have pre-
sented the award to Noel Clarke.” Clarke, 
who is currently appearing in ITV series 
“Viewpoint”, gave an impassioned speech 
at the awards ceremony in support of diver-
sity in the entertainment industry. “In a 20-
year career, I have put inclusivity and diver-
sity at the forefront of my work and never 
had a complaint made against me,” he said 
in response to the allegations. “If anyone 
who has worked with me has ever felt 
uncomfortable or disrespected, I sincerely 
apologize. 

“I vehemently deny any sexual miscon-
duct or wrongdoing and intend to defend 
myself against these false allegations.” 
Clarke starred in 2013’s “Star Trek Into 
Darkness” and wrote and featured in the 
main role in Britain’s “Hood” trilogy of films, 
which shines a light on inner-city life in west 
London.—AFP 

Visitors pose as they enter Disneyland on the day of the park’s re-opening, in 
Anaheim, California.-AFP photos 

People enter Disneyland Park as it reopens. People pose for selfies at Disneyland Park as it reopens. 

People pose for selfies at Disneyland Park as it reopens. 

Lady Gaga 

Disneyland fans hail ‘greatest  
feeling ever’ as theme park finally reopens 

In this file photo British actress Esme Bianco 
arrives for the “Game of Thrones” eighth and 
final season premiere at Radio City Music Hall 
in New York city. — AFP 

In this file photo taken on May 28, 2008 Actor Kirk Douglas and wife Anne attend the Anne and 
Kirk Douglas 400th Playground Dedication at Lillian Street Elementary School, in Los Angeles, 
California. — AFP  

In this file photo taken on February 12, 2017 
British actor Noel Clarke poses upon arrival at 
the BAFTA British Academy Film Awards at the 
Royal Albert Hall in London. — AFP  


