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KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah received visiting Iranian 
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif and his 
accompanying delegation on Thursday at Seif Palace. 
During the meeting, the two sides discussed regional 
and international issues of common concern, and 
views on promoting bilateral relationships between 
the two friendly countries.  

The meeting also included Foreign Minister and 
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah and Assistant 
Foreign Minister for Asia Affairs Ambassador Ali 
Suleiman Al-Said. 

Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad later held a 
separate meeting with his counterpart Zarif and his 
accompanying delegation. In a statement by the for-
eign ministry, the two discussed bilateral relations 
and ways to enhance them, in addition to regional 
and international developments and how to achieve 
security and stability in the region, including peace, 
progress and prosperity.—KUNA 

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah (left) and Foreign Minister and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah (right) receive visiting Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif on Thursday. — KUNA  

Prime Minister, FM discuss  
ties, issues with Iranian FM  

KUWAIT: Based on a study conducted by the United 
Nations (UN), three in 10 people lack access to safely 
managed drinking water services. While having access 
to clean drinking water is a basic life right for all 
humans. With this is mind, and driven by the company’s 
social responsibility program, Ooredoo Telecom, the 
first to introduce innovative digital services in Kuwait, 
has donated KD 5,000 to Al-Najat Charity Society, for 
its drilling wells campaign.  

The campaign was launched by Al-Najat Charity 
Society on Monday, March 
22nd, 2021, which coincided 
with the World Water Day. 
The aim is to provide clean 
drinking water for the poor 
countries including; Niger, 
Bangladesh, Mauritania, 
India, Chad, and others; and 
defeating diseases resulting 
from clean water scarcity 
that leads to losing hundreds 
of lives every day.  The cam-
paign aims to dig 500 arte-
sian wells, with a total cost of 
KD 250,000. 

More and above, in its role of spreading awareness 
towards this humanitarian campaign,  Ooredoo Kuwait 
sent thousands of text messages to its customers, 

encouraging them to donate to and to help the low-
income countries and communities; as it is our collec-
tive duty. 

From her side, Fatima Dashti, Senior Manager, 
Corporate Communications, Ooredoo Kuwait, said: 
“Taking Kuwait as a role model in humanitarian work, 
we at Ooredoo Kuwait are continuing our path in phil-
anthropic initiatives with the aim of achieving sustain-
able development goals that promote prosperity while 
protecting the earth.  

  “Our participation in such initiatives stems from 
our humanitarian, moral and societal duty, which makes 
it imperative for us to continue promoting and partici-
pating in various humanitarian initiatives inside and 
outside the country. It is our collective responsibility to 
work towards finding shared vision and solutions that 
benefit all humans” Dashti added.

ICSK Junior holds  
virtual kindergarten 
graduation ceremony  
 
 
KUWAIT: ICSK Junior conducted the first virtual 
graduation ceremony of kindergarten on Monday, 
March 22, 2021. After the welcome note by Abida, the 
academic supervisor Shafika Yunus, addressed the 
gathering. A beautiful skit by the students gave us a 
glimpse of the academic year and a marvelous dance 

performance by our charms of UKG made the event 
livelier.  

Principal Sherly Dennis and Vice Principal Sheeja 
Ravi addressed the gathering and their speech 
inspired the students. They also congratulated the tiny 
graduates. Mahajabeen, thanked all the members pres-
ent during the event. The students then joined their 
respective classes for their class-wise ceremony. Class 
teachers felicitated each graduate with a sense of 
pride and after the felicitation, the little graduates 
enjoyed a small party filled with games, dance and 
crunchy snacks. 

The individual class ceremony ended with a pledge 
followed by the Indian national anthem and a thanking 
note by the class teachers.  

Ooredoo supports humanitarian  
campaigns with Al-Najat Society

Fatima Dashti

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Force said five fire centers 
contained a blaze at a tire dump in Salmi. Shaqaya, 
vocational Jahra, Kazma, backup and Sulaibkhat fire 
centers isolated the burning tires despite several 
obstacles including strong winds and a lack of 
hydrants. Moreover, there are no roads to allow fire-
fighting equipment to reach the blaze, which was in the 

middle of millions of tires. No injuries were reported. 
Foreign Minister and State Minister for Cabinet 

Affairs Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah followed the firefighting operations, while Fire 
Force Chief Lt Gen Khalid Al-Mikrad and his deputy 
Maj Gen Jamal Al-Bulaihees were on hand. 

Meanwhile, the Fire Force said Muhallab sea fire 
and rescue responded to a call about a boat marooned 
near Qaruh Island with 14 members of a family on 
board. The family members - who were all in good 
health - were taken aboard a fire center boat, while the 
36-foot boat was tugged safely back to the marina. 

In another incident, Farwaniya and Ardhiya firemen 
put out a fire in an Omariya house. The fire was on the 
first floor. No injuries were reported. 

KUWAIT: Firefighters battle a blaze at a tire dump in Salmi on Thursday.  

Five fire centers  
battle Salmi tire 
dump blaze
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But the crisis has also prompted travel 

warnings and flight bans with governments 
fearful of the outbreak spreading to their 
shores. 

Another vast nation struggling to inoculate 
as many people as possible in the face of a 
destructive spike is Brazil, which has one of the 
world’s highest mortality rates at 189 deaths 
per 100,000 people. It reported nearly 2,600 
new coronavirus deaths on Friday, bringing the 
total for April to 82,266 — the second consec-
utive monthly record and a sharp rise from 
March. The surge has pushed Brazil’s hospitals 
to the brink of collapse in many areas as the 
country’s overall death toll crossed 400,000 
this week. 

Demonstrators from the human rights 

group Rio de Paz lowered Brazilian flags and 
mock body bags into symbolic graves at Rio 
de Janeiro’s famous Copacabana beach on 
Friday, protesting the government’s handling of 
the crisis. 

“Those body bags represent the Brazilians 
who had to be buried in shallow graves,” said 
Antonio Carlos Costa, the NGO’s president. 
“They died without the slightest dignity.” 

Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro was wide-
ly criticized for downplaying the threat of the 
virus, and for fighting stay-at-home measures. 
The far-right president has defended his pan-
demic policies, telling supporters: “I was 
wrong about nothing.” The outbreak in neigh-
boring Argentina also continued to worry the 
government, which on Friday extended by 
three weeks a nightly coronavirus curfew for 
the capital Buenos Aires. 

In terms of total COVID-19 deaths, Brazil is 
behind only the United States, where the situa-
tion has taken a turn for the better in recent 
months with a successful vaccine rollout.  

The White House said Friday that 100 mil-
lion people in the country had been fully vacci-

nated, and more than 55 percent of American 
adults had received at least one dose. 

The huge effort has meant coronavirus 
restrictions in many parts of the United States 
can be eased. Fans wearing Mickey Mouse 
ears lined up at Disneyland in California as it 
finally reopened Friday, more than 400 days 
after the pandemic forced its closure. 

“It is the greatest feeling ever,” said Momi 
Young-Wilkins, a 55-year-old mother as she 
brought her children to the world-famous park 
near Los Angeles. Thanks to vaccinations, 
some European governments have also eased 
or are considering relaxing coronavirus 
restrictions, including France and Belgium. But 
the hugely uneven distribution of vaccines 
around the world has led to calls for greater 
access in poor nations and waivers for patent 
protections to help boost access. 

A US trade official said Friday that 
Washington was working with World Trade 
Organization members to ensure “equitable” 
access to vaccines but stopped short of signal-
ing a commitment to waiving patent protec-
tions. —AFP  

No pandemic end 
in sight, cases

WASHINGTON: Acclaimed 
diplomat Henry Kissinger said 
that US-China tensions threaten 
to engulf the entire world and 
could lead to an Armageddon-
like clash between the two mili-
tary and technology giants. The 
97-year-old former US secre-
tary of state, who as an advisor 
to president Richard Nixon 
crafted the 1971 unfreezing of 
relations between Washington 
and Beijing, said the mix of eco-
nomic, military and technological 
strengths of the two superpow-
ers carried more risks than the 
Cold War with the Soviet Union. 

Strains with China are “the 
biggest problem for America, the 
biggest problem for the world,” 
Kissinger told the McCain 
Institute’s Sedona Forum on 
global issues. “Because if we 
can’t solve that, then the risk is 
that all over the world a kind of 
cold war will develop between 
China and the United States.” 

While nuclear weapons were 
already large enough to damage 
the entire globe during the Cold 
War, he said advances in nuclear 
technology and artificial intelli-
gence have multiplied the 
doomsday threat. — AFP 

Kissinger warns  
of dangers in  
US-China strains


