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Atalanta boss wins
coach of the year 

MILAN: Atalanta boss Gian Piero Gasperini
was yesterday voted Serie A coach of the year
for the second consecutive season. Gasperini
won the Panchina d’Oro (the Golden Bench)
following a vote of his coaching colleagues in
the Italian Coaches’ Association. The 63-year-
old led Atalanta to a third-place finish in Serie
A last season and into the Champions League
quarter-finals on their debut in the European
competition. Gasperini has transformed the
Bergamo club since taking over in 2016, and
they are in the running to qualify for the
Champions League for a third consecutive
season.  —AFP

Kuwait, Lebanon draw

DUBAI: Kuwait and Lebanon ended their
friendly football match in Dubai, Monday, with
a 1-1 draw. Kuwait opened the scoring in the
first half through Shabib Al-Khalidi, while
Lebanon equalized in the same period through
a goal by Mohammad Qadouh. Kuwait is play-
ing several friendly matches in preparation for
the Asian qualification for Qatar’s 2022 World
Cup and China’s  2023 Asia Cup. Last
Thursday, Kuwait played against Saudi Arabia,
losing by 0-1. —KUNA

NBA Draft July 29

NEW YORK: The 2021 NBA Draft will  be
staged on July 29, one week after a possible
seventh game of the NBA Finals, with the lot-
tery for the top pick set for June 22. The
league announced key dates on Monday for
the annual allocation of rights for top NBA
newcomers in a season forced later than usual
into the year by the COVID-19 pandemic. No
details were revealed about the locations for
the events or that of the NBA Draft Combine,
a workout session for players in front of team
scouts planned from June 21-27. Teams who
fail to qualify for the playoffs will be involved
in a weighted lottery for the top pick on June
22, a month after the start of the NBA playoffs.
The deadline for players to make an early
entry application for the NBA Draft is May 30
while the deadline to withdraw such an appli-
cation is July 19. —AFP

UEFA postpones match

PARIS: UEFA yesterday accepted COVID-19
hit Lyon’s request to postpone their women’s
Champion League quarter-final second leg
with Paris Saint-Germain scheduled for today.
The defending champions on Monday asked
European football’s governing body to delay
the game on Monday. Seven-time title winners
Lyon are leading 1-0 after last week’s first leg.
PSG qualified for the last eight despite forfeit-
ing the second leg of their last-16 tie against
Sparta Prague following a coronavirus out-
break of their own. —AFP

WASHINGTON: Washington’s Russell Westbrook
and Brooklyn’s James Harden delivered impressive
triple-doubles on Monday, sparking their clubs to
NBA victories and making some personal history
for themselves. Westbrook unleashed 35 points, a
career-best 21 assists and 14 rebounds to power
the Wizards over the visiting Indiana Pacers 132-
124 for the 162nd triple-double of his career.

It was the first triple-double in NBA history
with 35 or more points and 20 or more rebounds.
Only Magic Johnson and Oscar Robertson had
previously produced triple-doubles of 30 points,
20 rebounds and 10 assists. “I take pride as a
leader in making my teammates better. Tonight the
guys helped me out making shots and keeping it
moving,” Westbrook said.

It was Westbrook’s 16th triple-double with the
Wizards, the 32-year-old US guard setting a club
one-season record in only his 38th appearance for
Washington. “Mindset was to go out and be
aggressive and make sure I set the table for my
teammates like I’ve been doing all year long and
make sure they have confidence going into the
fourth,” Westbrook said. “When the fourth hits, it’s
time to take over.” Japan’s Rui Hachimura added 26
points as the Wizards (17-28) had six double-fig-
ure scorers, while Domantas Sabonis led Indiana
with 35 points and 11 rebounds.

In New York, Harden scored 38 points, passed
off 13 assists and pulled down 11 rebounds, while
Kyrie Irving added 27 points in his return as the
Nets beat visiting Minnesota 112-107. Harden
delivered his 12th triple-double in only 32 games
with the Nets, tying Jason Kidd’s one-season club
record, as Brooklyn moved a half-game back of
Eastern Conference leader Philadelphia at 32-15.

Irving, who missed Brooklyn’s past three games

for personal reasons, added seven rebounds, three
assists, three steals and a blocked shot against the
league-worst Timberwolves (11-36). Brooklyn’s
Kevin Durant remains sidelined for at least another
week due to a hamstring injury.

Big wins
Frenchman Rudy Gobert had 18 points and 17

rebounds as the Utah Jazz improved the NBA’s
best record to 35-11 with a 114-75 trouncing of
visiting Cleveland. Donovan Mitchell had 19 points,
and Mike Conley added 18 for the Jazz, whose win
streak stretched to five games.

The Los Angeles Clippers extended their win
streak to six games by ripping the Milwaukee
Bucks 129-105, improving to 32-16 and staying
four games behind the Jazz in the Western
Conference. Marcus Morris led the Clippers with
25 points, and Kawhi Leonard added 23, while
Greek star big man Giannis Antetokounmpo led
the Bucks with 32 points.

Miami’s Jimmy Butler scored 27 points, and Bam
Adebayo added 20 points and 18 rebounds to
spark the Heat over host New York 98-88. Julius
Randle led the Knicks with 22 points. The Heat
improved to 23-24 to match Boston for seventh in
the East after the Celtics were beaten 115-109 by
the visiting New Orleans Pelicans.

Zion Williamson led New Orleans with 28
points, eight rebounds, three assists and four
steals, while Brandon Ingram added 25 points and
nine assists. Jayson Tatum scored 34 points and
grabbed nine rebounds for Boston, which closed
the game on a 20-8 run but couldn’t overtake the
Pelicans. Frenchman Evan Fournier went 0-for-10
from the floor in his Celtics debut after being
obtained from Orlando at the NBA trade deadline.

Slovenian guard Luka Doncic scored 25 points,
and Kristaps Porzingis added 20 to lead the Dallas
Mavericks to a 127-106 victory at Oklahoma City.
Lithuanian center Jonas Valanciunas scored 30
points and grabbed 15 rebounds to spark the
Memphis Grizzlies over Houston 120-110.

Saben Lee, Saddiq Bey and reserve Hamidou
Diallo each scored 19 points as the Detroit Pistons

(13-33) snapped a four-game losing streak by
defeating Toronto 118-104. Sacramento’s De’Aaron
Fox scored 24 points, and Richaun Holmes added
23 points and 12 rebounds to lead seven double-
digit scorers in the Kings’ 132-115 victory at San
Antonio. Stephen Curry scored 32 points to lead
the Golden State Warriors to a 116-102 home vic-
tory over Chicago.—AFP

Jazz, Clippers win big, Heat overwhelm Knicks

Triple-doubles for Harden,
Westbrook deliver NBA wins

WASHINGTON: Russell Westbrook #4 of the Washington Wizards reacts to a play during the game
against the Indiana Pacers on Monday at Capital One Arena in Washington, DC. —AFP

Japan hit World Cup
qualifying record in
rout of Mongolia
CHIBA: Japan thrashed Mongolia 14-0 yesterday
to record their biggest-ever win in World Cup
qualifying. Japan, who are looking to qualify for
their seventh World Cup in a row, had not played
a qualifier since November 2019 because of the
coronavirus pandemic.

But the Blue Samurai showed no signs of rusti-
ness as Southampton forward Takumi Minamino
gave them the lead in the 13th minute, before four
more goals before half-time put them in complete
control.

Nine more after the break gave Japan a per-
fect record of five wins from five — with 26 goals
scored and none conceded — although they have
yet to formally clinch their place in the next
round. The game was played behind closed doors
in Japan despite Mongolia being the home team,
due to virus restrictions.

Minamino started the rout when he rifled a
shot past the Mongolian goalkeeper, before Yuya
Osako and Daichi Kamada put Japan three up
after less than 30 minutes. Another from
Hidemasa Morita and an own goal  from
Mongolia’s Khash-Erdene Tuya put Japan on
easy street at half-time, and Osako made it six 10

minutes after the restart.
Substitute Sho Inagaki then scored on his

debut, before two from Junya Ito and one from
Kyogo Furuhashi sent Japan into double figures.

Furuhashi notched an 11th to set a new record for
Japan in World Cup qualifying, before Takuma
Asano, Osako and Inagaki added three more
before the whistle. —AFP

CHIBA: A general view shows the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Asian zone group F qualification football
match between Japan (white) and Mongolia at Fuku-ari stadium in Chiba yesterday. —AFP

stc main sponsor
of triathlon
championship
KUWAIT: Kuwait Telecommunications
Company - stc, a world-class digital
leader providing innovative services and
platforms to customers, enabling the digi-
tal transformation in Kuwait, announced
its sponsorship of the first sprint distance
triathlon race organized by the Kuwait
Triathlon Federation for athletes in Kuwait
at the Green Island.

stc released a statement expressing its
excitement and appreciation to partici-
pate as a main sponsor of the first of its
kind event in Kuwait, which also falls in
line with stc’s commitment to support
local athletes and promote health aware-
ness. The triathlon witnessed strong par-
ticipation from local athletes who dis-
played their high levels of endurance and
stamina as they completed the swimming,
sprinting, and cycling legs of the race. The
triathlon started at the Green Island and
continued onto the Gulf Road where the
Ministry of Interior had closed two lanes
for the athletes to complete the cycling
portion of the race.

stc confirmed that the sponsorship
comes as a continuation of the various ini-
tiatives held under its extensive CSR pro-
gram, encouraging the active participation
of contestants in such events that fall
within the sports category. The Company
highlighted that its support towards these
activities runs parallel with its strategic
approach to enable digital transformation
and drive innovation.

Through its role as a main sponsor, stc
ensured that the proper safety measures
and guidelines released by the Ministry
of Health were met and implemented

regarding social
distancing. A
practice that stc
applies in its
main headquar-
ters, across all its
branches, and in
any external ini-
tiatives it partici-
pates in to avoid
the spread of
infection.

Ahmed Al-Nowaibet, a member of
stc’s public relations team, delivered a
few words to the audience regarding
stc’s participation in the initiative as well
as stc’s vision when it comes to imple-
menting its multi-layered CSR program.
Al-Nowaibet also participated in honor-
ing the 16 winners, in addition to recog-
nizing members of the Ministry of
Health, Ministry of Interior and Kuwait
Coast Guard, alongside Rashed Essa Al-
Kandari, President of the Kuwait
Triathlon Federation, and Fatma Hayat,
Head of the Women’s Sports Committee
in Kuwait. 

On this occasion, Danah Al-Jasem,
General Manager of Corporate
Communications at stc, said, “Following
our previous sponsorship of the
duathlon held earlier this year, sponsor-
ing this initiative adds to the series of
activities stc has participated in since
launching our new brand early 2020.
Our support towards such events stems
from our core values which are built on
promoting a healthy competitive nature,
practicing physical endurance, and
embracing a teamwork like culture
across all aspects of life.”

Jasem took this opportunity to thank
the organizers on behalf of stc for effort
they have put forth to achieve the suc-
cessful turnout. She also thanked all the
athletes that participated in the thrilling
race and commended their athletic ability

in completing the challenging course. In
relation to stc’s CSR agenda, Jasem con-
firmed that stc will continue to uphold its
commitment to drive the community
towards participating in such events that
promote health awareness and provide
athletes with a platform to compete
against one another. 

Jasem added, “We believe that stc’s
sponsorship of such events, encourage
organizers to continue hosting events and
challenges that spark healthy competition
in the community. It is essential to back
initiatives that bring the community
together and empower athletes to pursue
their passion in an environment where
they can display their athletic talents.”

stc’s objective through these sponsor-
ships is to become a source of inspiration
for the younger generation, encouraging
them to adopt a healthier lifestyle that
can assist them in building a brighter
future ahead. Jasem concluded, “In line
with our digital transformation strategy,
where we aim to continue developing
innovative communication solutions and
platforms that complement the strength
of our 5G network, serving the entertain-
ment and business needs of our individual
and corporate customers respectively, stc
is keen to support and encourage pio-
neering projects and activities across
various sectors, which definitely includes
the sports industry.”

Danah Al-Jasem


