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LESBOS: On a windswept hill overlooking the
Aegean Sea, thousands of asylum seekers huddling
in tents on the island of Lesbos are glad to see the
end of winter. “The nights are very, very cold, and
it’s very diff icult with a f ive-month baby,”
Abdelkhader Ali, a 25-year-old Syrian, says inside
the camp of Mavrovouni. Designed to be tempo-
rary after a fire destroyed the island’s previous
permanent facility of Moria, Mavrovouni has been
home to over 6,000 people since September.

On a rare media tour organized during a visit to
the island on Monday by EU home affairs commis-
sioner Ylva Johansson, asylum seekers shout out to
reporters that they are tired of incarceration. “It’s
a prison, we cannot do anything,” says Jawad, a
34-year-old Afghan who had hoped to speak to
Johansson. “Free us. You must free us,” chant a
dozen women from Mali and the Democratic

Republic of Congo near a camp gate, under the
watchful eye of Greek police.

‘We are suffocating’
“We want to go to school, we want to build a

family,” says one of the women who has been on
the island since 2019 and has seen no progress in
her asylum claim. “We are suffocating here,” she
yells as police escort the journalists out of the
camp and shut the gate.

The European Union has allocated 276 million
euros ($325 million) for the construction of new
camps on Lesbos and four other Aegean islands-
Chios, Samos, Kos and Leros-where nearly 14,000
migrants are hosted. “It’s of the utmost importance
that we don’t leave people in tents for another win-
ter,” Johansson said Monday at a news conference
with Greek Migration Minister Notis Mitarachi.

Work on a new permanent Lesbos camp is
expected to start in the summer, Mitarachi said,
without giving a completion date. “We will not
allow for a difficult winter ahead,” the minister
vowed.

He said Greek authorities had overcome a “big
challenge” in housing asylum seekers left homeless
overnight by the burning of Moria, who at the time
numbered over 10,000. “Most of the work for
flood prevention has been almost completed. Now
electricity is coming in, hot water is there,”
Mitarachi said. He insisted that the temporary
camp, a former army target range, is “much more
decent, clean and safe than Moria ever was”.
“There is a check when people come in, you can-
not bring knives into the camp, you cannot bring
alcohol,” Mitarachi said. Camp residents acknowl-
edge that security has improved with some 300

Greek police now present, but a host of other
problems remain.

“The only thing that is good here in this new
camp is the security,” says Raed Alobeed, 45, also
from Syria. “In the old Moria camp... the violence
(came in) high levels. We got victims, we got stab-
bing people, thieves, mafia, selling drugs.” Bakari, a
young migrant from Mali, says he hasn’t washed in
three days for lack of hot water, contradicting the
minister. “We live l ike pigs,” adds Jojo, a
Congolese asylum seeker who stresses that the
police only intervene to break up fights.

Compounding the sense of imprisonment, the
migrants are only allowed to travel to the nearest
town for groceries a couple of times per week,
because of coronavirus concerns. “We make do
with what they give us, two meals a day,” says
Jacques, another Congolese migrant. —AFP

Migrants on Lesbos want help
Asylum-seekers in Lesbos camp shout out that they are tired of incarceration 

LESBOS: African migrant women shout “freedom” inside the new refugee camp of Kara Tepe in Mytilene, on Lesbos on Monday. — AFP

Three women polio 
workers shot dead 
in Afghanistan
JALALABAD: Gunmen killed three Afghan
women involved in  a  nat ionwide pol io
immunization program yesterday officials
said, a day after authorities launched a new
drive against the crippling disease. The
three women were killed in two separate
attacks  in  the rest ive eastern c i ty  of
Jalalabad, officials said.

“They were all on duty going from house
to house to vaccinate children,” supervisor
Wahidullah, who like many Afghans uses only
one name, told AFP. An off ic ia l  at  the
Nangarhar governor’s office confirmed the
incidents. A relative of one of the victims told
AFP his niece had joined the immunization
program to earn some money for her family.

“Gunmen shot her dead this morning when
she was on duty giving vaccines to children,”
said Haji Maqbool. A spokesman for the min-
istry of health said the vaccination drive had
been temporarily suspended in Nangarhar.
Polio has been eradicated across the world
apart from Afghanistan and Pakistan, where
distrust of vaccines is rife. Officials say the
Taliban won’t allow door-to-door campaigns
in areas it controls. The Taleban and religious
leaders often tell communities that vaccines
are a Western conspiracy aimed at sterilizing
Musl im chi ldren, and they also suspect
immunization drives are used for spying on
militant activities. The attack on the three
polio workers comes amid a surge in violence
across Afghanistan and despite peace talks
launched between the Taleban and govern-
ment last year. A wave of assassinations
against high profile Afghans including jour-
nalists, activists and civil servants has partic-
ularly triggered fear across the country.

Officials have blamed the Taleban for
much of the violence. The insurgent group
denies it is targeting civilians. The Islamic
State group also has a presence in the east-
ern province. — AFP

Mozambique town 
deserted as IS 
claims control
PEMBA, Mozambique: The United States on
Monday vowed to support Mozambique after a
prolonged deadly assault on the key northern town
of Palma by Islamic State-linked militants waging an
escalating insurgency. The town was all but desert-
ed five days after the raid was launched, its resi-
dents fleeing by road, boat or on foot.

The militants attacked the town on Wednesday,
spiralling an insurgency that has spread bloodily
across northern Mozambique since 2017. Dozens of
people, according to the IS and the authorities,
were killed in what witnesses describe as a coordi-
nated attack, and an unknown number were still
missing. It is the biggest and closest raid to a multi-
billion-dollar gas project being built on a peninsula
just 10 kilometers (six miles) away, by France’s Total
and other energy giants.

“The caliphate’s soldiers seized the strategic
town of Palma,” IS said in a statement posted on its
Telegram channels. It claimed its offensive aimed at
military and government targets, killing dozens of
troops and “members of Crusader states,” its term
for Western nationals.

“We remain committed to working together with
the government of Mozambique to counter terror-
ism and violent extremism and defeat ISIS,”
Pentagon spokesman John Kirby said.

The IS released a video purportedly showing

their commandos-about 100 armed men, mostly
youths, wearing fatigues and red scarves on their
heads. Several experts told AFP that the video
appeared to have been shot in Mocimboa da Praia,
another port held by jihadists, adding that it was not
clear when it was filmed.   The town of 75,000 peo-
ple in Cabo Delgado province was all but emptied
of its population, said civil society activist Adriano
Nuvunga.

“The violence has ceased, but it is believed some
of the insurgents have pulled back and some are still
around in hiding,” he said. Witnesses said scores of
fighters had sneaked into the town ahead of the
attack. “The attackers arrived a few days earlier and

hid in the homes of locals whom they paid,” said
one Palma resident, speaking from Mueda, where he
had taken refuge.

“The attacks started along the main roads to
Palma,” he said. As police rushed out to try repel the
invaders, the fighters inside the town mounted their
own attack, according to witnesses. The United
Nations condemned the assault on Palma and said it
was coordinating closely with local authorities to
provide assistance to those affected by the vio-
lence. “We are deeply concerned by the still evolv-
ing situation in Palma where armed attacks began
on March 24, reportedly killing dozens of people,”
UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric said.  — AFP

The OCSV Sapura Diamante (Offshore Construction Support Vessel), a pipe layer vessel used in offshore con-
struction, is seen docked at the port of Pemba where sailing boats are expected to arrive with people dis-
placed from the coasts of Palma and Afungi after suffering attacks by armed groups yesterday. — AFP

Trump rages at 
COVID experts 
who criticized him
WASHINGTON: Former US president Donald
Trump on Monday lashed out at two of the coun-
try’s leading figures in the coronavirus battle after
they criticized his handling of the pandemic.

In an angry statement, Trump described Anthony
Fauci and Deborah Birx as “two self-promoters try-
ing to reinvent history to cover for their bad
instincts and faulty recommendations, which I fortu-

nately almost always overturned.” Trump accused
Fauci, who leads the National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Disease, of trying to take credit for
vaccine development, and “moving the goalposts to
make himself look as good as possible.”

The former president added that Birx, who was
his coronavirus task force coordinator, was “a
proven liar with very little credibility left.” The bitter
outburst came after Fauci told CNN how shocked
he had been when Trump last April called for states
to “liberate” themselves as experts pleaded with
Americans to obey shutdown orders.

Birx said in an interview that-while working at
the White House-she had received a “very uncom-
fortable” phone call from Trump after speaking
publicly about the rapid spread of Covid-19.

She also said “the federal government did not
provide consistent messaging to the American peo-
ple and that is fault number one.” The interviews
with Fauci and Birx were part of a CNN documen-
tary on the pandemic. Birx retired after a bruising
time at the White House that tarnished her once
stellar reputation. Fauci, 80, is now the White
House’s top pandemic advisor under President Joe
Biden after Trump’s election defeat. “Dr Fauci and
Dr. Birx moved far too slowly, and if it were up to
them we’d currently be locked in our basements as
our country suffered through a financial depres-
sion,” Trump said. He also attacked Fauci’s ability to
throw a baseball, described him as “king of the flip-
flops,” and said “Birx was a terrible medical advisor,
which is why I seldom followed her advice.” —AFP


