
Gulf Bank sponsors
Hamad Alali’s new
Ramadan podcast
KUWAIT: Gulf Bank has announced it will be the title
sponsor of “Stories With Hamad,” the latest show host-
ed by social media influencer and personality, Hamad
Alali. The new show is an audio and video storytelling
podcast that aims to highlight a true story or event told
by those who lived it over the course of 15-minute dai-
ly segments. The show is currently scheduled to air
every day during Ramadan, right after iftar, and on
both ATV and YouTube.

The new podcast show, which is hosted by Hamad
Alali, will consist of interviews with 30 guests and
stars across various fields, with fun and beneficial con-
tent set to entertain the whole family. The 30 episodes
will vary with different themes to satisfy the largest
target audience, and will highlight a variety of topics
including community, the arts, culture, history, youth,
and sports.

“Stories With Hamad” aims to entertain with a pur-
pose. The podcast also aims to define and document
local social events that will be spoken about publicly
for the first time over the course of the show. The show
also aims to use storytelling techniques to bring differ-
ent generations and perspectives together, and high-
light the best of our local communities and the values
we hold dear. The show will follow a new format similar
to the trending style of podcasts across the world, with
a set-up that encourages viewers and listeners to focus
solely on the dialogue, and interact with the stories
being told. The podcast set-up is simple and straight-
forward, encouraging guests to be as comfortable and
as candid as can be when retelling their stories.

“Gulf Bank is excited to sponsor ‘Stories With
Hamad,’ Hamad Alali’s latest show that will be narrating
one beneficial and entertaining story a day during
Ramadan,” said Reem Hasan, Manager of Corporate
Communications at Gulf Bank. “As always during the
holiest month of the year, we aim to support and high-
light local initiatives that are not only shedding light on
the untold histories and stories of our beloved country,
but are also bringing our local communities together.
We are excited to sponsor a show that will truly be
unlike any other in the region, and we hope that every-
one tunes in to the podcast to learn more about what
makes our country and local communities that much
more special.” 

Gulf Bank is sponsoring “Stories With Hamad” as
part of a wider set of initiatives pioneered by the bank
in the interest of achieving community sustainability. It
is worth noting that Gulf Bank is committed to main-
taining a robust sustainability program at the commu-
nity, economic, and environmental levels through sus-
tainability initiatives that are strategically selected to
benefit both the country and the bank.

The new podcast is hosted by Hamad Alali, an influ-
ential youth figure in the Gulf region, with over two
million followers of all ages across social media
(Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat). Previously and on tele-
vision, Alali hosted his first local talk show program,
the “With Hamad Show,” for four seasons, during
which he achieved the highest ratings in Kuwait and
the Gulf. The show is widely considered one of the
most interactive social media programs in the Gulf
region, with its topics regularly trending on Twitter.

Commenting on his new podcast, Hamad Alali said:
“Stories With Hamad is a social podcast with a mean-
ingful purpose. One of the reasons why we were so
determined to book that crucial time slot right after
Maghreb prayer was because we were keen to target
every member of the family. We are excited to launch a
podcast, one of the newest talk show methods, that will
cover a variety of noteworthy historical, social, artistic
and sports events, told by the very people who these
stories affected. The show will be accompanied by one
of the largest marketing campaigns in Kuwait that
includes television, social media and external adver-
tisements. We are also very proud to have a team of
more than 30 young Kuwaiti men and women across
various fields who spent several months collecting
information, documents and photos for each story. The
show will also be accompanied by a social media com-
petition in cooperation with our title sponsor, Gulf
Bank, who we have partnered with due to our shared
target audience, all members of the family.” 

Indian Embassy to mark
75th anniversary of 
India’s independence 
By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: Marking a significant milestone in
the history of India, the Indian Embassy in
Kuwait will today kick off a two-year-long
celebration of the 75th anniversary of the
country’s independence. Addressing a press
conference at the Indian Embassy yesterday,
Indian Ambassador Sibi George said the cele-
brations will continue till Aug 15, 2023.

India became a sovereign independent
country in 1947 on Aug 15. Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi launched the 75th
anniversary celebrations captioned ‘Azadi Ka
Amrut Mahotsav’ by flagging off a 241-mile
march from Mahatma Gandhi’s Sabarmati
ashram in Ahmedabad to Dandi in Gujarat.
Since then, all Indian missions abroad have

been launching their own programs. 
“Starting tomorrow, we are launching a series

of activities in Kuwait with the partnership of
the Indian diaspora and our friends in Kuwait.
We will organize each of these events fully
abiding with the protocols and guidelines of the
COVID-19 pandemic,” the ambassador said.

Commemorating the 75th anniversary, the
embassy has scheduled four kinds of events
to highlight the strength of New India and its
rich cultural diversity. The embassy will hold
programs to celebrate the lives and contribu-
t ions of  India’s  nat ional  heroes, conduct
events  to  promote cooperat ion between
India and Kuwait and build people-to-people
relations. 

“It is an important milestone in our relations
with Kuwait as well, as this year, we will also
be celebrating the 60th anniversary of estab-
lishment of diplomatic relations between India
and Kuwait,” George said. The main official
function of the 60th anniversary celebrations
will be held later this year. “The celebrations
of the 60th anniversary will further deepen
our excellent bilateral relations,” he said. 

D u r i n g  t h e  r e c e n t  v i s i t  o f  Fo r e i g n
M i n i s t e r  S h e i k h  A h m a d  N a s s e r  A l -
Mohammad Al-Sabah to India, Kuwait and
India issued a joint statement sett ing up
joint commission meetings at the ministerial
level. “During the anniversary year, we will
work towards further  s trengthening our
longstanding dynamic  par tnersh ip ,”  the
ambassador added.
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News in brief

Ramadan Apr 13: Ojairi

KUWAIT: Astronomer Dr Saleh Mohammad Al-
Ojairi said the month of Ramadan will begin on
April 13 according to astronomical calculations,
Al-Anbaa Arabic daily reported yesterday. He said
the crescent sighting conditions will be as follows:
The crescent will be born on Monday morning
(April 12) at 05:32 am. Sunset on Monday will be
at 6:12 pm. The moon will fade away at 6:34 pm.
The moon will remain for 22 minutes after sunset
and will be hard to see. The moon’s disappearance
after sunset means the start of the lunar month
astronomically, so Tuesday, April 13 will be the
first day of the holy month of Ramadan for the
year 1442 AH.

Policeman ‘kicked’

KUWAIT: Detectives were asked to locate and
arrest a 25-year-old bedoon who escaped after
the interrogator finished questioning him. A
policeman said the suspect kicked him in a sensi-
tive area and he was not able to chase him. The
policeman was charged with negligence in guard-
ing a suspect.

Oil price up

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti crude oil up 83
cents to reach $63.63 per barrel yesterday from
$62.80 pb last Friday, Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) said. Elsewhere, the price of
Brent Crude saw a 26 cents increase to reach
$64.83 pb as did West Texas Intermediate, which
increased by 47 cents to $61.44 pb.

KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador Sibi George addresses
the press conference.

KUWAIT: Frontline Heroes of Kuwait is an art com-
petition open to all students in Kuwait, which aims
to encourage students’ awareness and respect for
Kuwait’s frontline heroes, who are working hard to
protect the country and people during the coron-
avirus pandemic. Kuwait Times invites all students
and all schools in Kuwait to submit their drawings,
paintings, sketches and other art work celebrating
Kuwait’s frontline heroes. Kuwait’s frontline heroes
is sponsored by Zain our strategic partner, Huawei
and Al-Bahar Co.

Jury
Two jury members who are professionals in their

field will judge all entries. The decisions of the jury are
final and there are no appeals of their decisions.
Professional collaboration is not permitted.
Associates, relatives, and others connected with the
jury members may not enter the competition.
Submissions will be judged on the basis of the follow-
ing criteria: Imagination, creativity and art technique. 

Eligibility
The competition is open to all students from six

years to 18 years of age and for children in special
needs schools. Each student is permitted only ONE
(1) entry. The first 5 winners in each of the five cate-
gories (categories include ages 6-8; 9-11; 12-14; 15-

18 and special needs) will receive prizes. Other par-
ticipants will receive merit awards and certificates. 

Rules
Participation in the competition requires uncon-

ditional acceptance of the rules. All competition
entries are copyright property of Kuwait Times.
Submitted materials will not be returned to their
authors. Winners will be announced by Kuwait
Times on its website.

Closing Date
All submissions must be sent to Kuwait Times by

today.

More than 3,000 from 75 schools participate in
largest art competition for students in Kuwait
Held under the slogan ‘Frontline Heroes of Kuwait’

ACK offers diploma 
in nautical science 
KUWAIT: The Maritime Department at the
Australian College of Kuwait (ACK) announced that
it has signed an agreement with the City of Glasgow
College in the United Kingdom to offer a Higher
National Diploma (HND) in Nautical Science.

The HND in Nautical Science is a two-year pro-
gram conducted over a period of four semesters. It

was primarily designed for those intending to
become licensed deck officers on merchant ships,
but it also has a secondary role which is providing
education for those wishing to enter a wide range of
activities within the maritime field. Furthermore, the
program provides a solid background for graduates
who wish to further their education within a spe-
cialized maritime field.

It is worth mentioning that the City of Glasgow
College is the premier maritime college in the
United Kingdom, having been engaged in maritime
education and training for over 50 years. This col-

laborative agreement allowed ACK to become the
first institution in Kuwait to offer similar type and
level of training and education.

“The signing of this agreement marks the begin-
ning of higher level maritime education and training
in Kuwait. Our partner, the City of Glasgow College
is considered one of the premier establishments of
its kind in the world with over 50 years of experi-
ence in maritime education and training, and ACK is
delighted to be able to partner with such an institu-
tion,” said Captain Liam Toner, Senior Manager of
Maritime Operations and Quality at ACK.


