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Govt takes oath, PM grilling  
deferred, MPs trade blows 

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The National Assembly 
managed to hold its crucial session 
yesterday with just one vote over the 
quorum, allowing the new Cabinet to 
take oath. MPs later engaged in 
heated exchanges and blows to cap a 
day of political drama. Thirty-one 
opposition MPs who boycotted the 
session described the events as a 
“black day in Kuwaiti democracy” 
and called for the ouster of HH the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah and Assembly 
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem. 

Ghanem began the session by 
declaring the membership of Bader Al-
Dahoum, a leading opposition MP, was 

“null and void” based on a ruling by the 
constitutional court on March 14, which 
triggered a major political crisis. The 
Assembly, which met with 16 Cabinet 
ministers and just 18 MPs, hurriedly 
passed a number of populist laws with 
effectively no debate in an apparent bid 
to appease the Kuwaiti public, which 
has sympathized with Dahoum. 

As the session went on in the cham-
ber, opposition MPs, Dahoum and 
some supporters stood at the outside 
gate of the Assembly building and 
refused to attend the session. Assembly 
guards refused to allow Dahoum to 
enter into the Assembly, telling him they 
received instructions from Ghanem to 
stop him. 
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Pardon bill rejected, COVID relief bills passed • Opposition slams ‘black day’ 

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah addresses the National Assembly 
yesterday. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat Opposition MPs gather outside the National Assembly.

MP Salman Al-Azmi is restrained by other lawmakers during a scuffle. Bader Al-Dahoum speaks to the media outside the Assembly. 

KUWAIT: Kuwait handed over to Iraqi 
authorities the remains of a missing Iraqi 
found in February on Boubyan Island, 
Chairman of the Foreign Ministry’s 
Prisoners and Missing Committee Rabee 
Al-Adsani said yesterday. Adsani told 
KUNA on the sidelines of the handover 
ceremony that this cooperation came 

from Kuwait’s keenness to deal transpar-
ently with humanitarian issues.  

Kuwait, through the efforts of the tri-
partite committee and the protocols 
signed in this regard, as well as informa-
tion provided by the Brit ish and 
American sides, cooperated in searching 
for burial  s ites of missing Iraqis in 
Kuwait, he added. Kuwait has previously 
more than once handed over remains 
found in the country to the Iraqi side, 
starting from 1999 till the last handover 
in 2013, Adsani said. 

Efforts will continue to determine the 
fate of all missing persons, Adsani said, 
expressing Kuwait’s hope to determine 

the fate of all prisoners and missing per-
sons in Iraq. Undersecretary of the Iraqi 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs for Legal 
Affairs Qahtan Al-Janabi stressed in a 
similar statement to KUNA the continua-
tion of cooperation between the two 
countries to resolve files and develop and 
strengthen bilateral relations.  

“We are currently in Kuwait to deliver 
a shipment of Kuwaiti archives as well as 
receive the remains of the missing Iraqi,” 
he said. Both countries have many histori-
cal and geographical ties in various fields, 
and this step and similar activities 
strengthen relations between the two 
countries, he added. — KUNA 

Kuwait returns  
remains of  
missing Iraqi

KUWAIT: The remains of a missing Iraqi are handed over to an Iraqi delegation 
yesterday. — KUNA 

UMM QASR, Iraq: This picture taken on March 14, 2021 shows imported live-
stock waiting on the pier at the port of Umm Qasr. — AFP 

PARIS: The blockage of the Suez Canal 
has cast a light on a very delicate kind of 
cargo: The millions of livestock shipped 
each year in conditions denounced by ani-
mal rights groups. Countries from Australia 
to Romania and Uruguay export live ani-

mals in long voyages across the world. The 
journey can be deadly at times, with thou-
sands of cattle and sheep perishing at sea 
in recent years. 

While Egypt’s Suez Canal was finally 
reopened to traffic on Monday, concern 
was running high in Romania about 
130,000 sheep whose shipment had been 
considerably delayed by the container ship 
Ever Given as it blocked the waterway for 
nearly a week. “Every hour counts for the 
sheep and the fatality rate will only grow,” 
warned Gabi Paun, EU director of Animals 
International. 

Eleven Romanian ships were delayed 
and it’s all but certain that their food sup-
plies have run out, he said. “Even if the law 
was respected and the ships were carrying 
25 percent more food ... it would nonethe-
less have been finished by now,” Paun said. 
Mary Pana, the head of Romania’s main 
association of livestock farmers and 
exporters, Acebop, said the nation has 
been sending 50,000 sheep a week to 
Middle East nations such as Saudi Arabia 
and Jordan ahead of Ramadan. Deadly 
incidents have put a spotlight 
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