
PARIS: Dani Olmo’s injury-time strike saved Spain
in a 2-1 win against Georgia on Sunday, while
France also rebounded from an opening draw in
World Cup qualifying by beating Kazakhstan.
Elsewhere, England, Italy and Germany all had to
work hard in the Balkans to gain their second victo-
ries in two matches. 

Denmark also stayed perfect as they made a
double statement, protesting the treatment of
migrant workers in Qatar before putting eight goals
past Moldova, while Switzerland eked out a victory
over Lithuania in a game delayed because one of
the goals was too big.

Spain, who had been held to an embarrassing
home draw by Greece in their opening game in
Group B, fell behind to a goal by Khvicha
Kvaratskhelia just before half-time. Ferran Torres of
Manchester City leveled in the 56th minute with his
fifth goal from just six starts.

Spain’s second-half pressure finally paid off in
injury time. Olmo’s rasping strike from 25 meters
flew into the top corner. “It was perhaps one of the
games where I suffered the most, but, for the joy at
the end, it was worth it,” said Spain coach Luis
Enrique. “I’ll sign to suffer if in the end we win but
we saw the spectre of qualification getting very
complicated.”

In Tirana, Kane ended his six-game England goal
drought as he inspired a 2-0 win in Albania in
Group I. Gareth Southgate’s side struggled to break
down the well-organized underdogs until the
Tottenham striker netted late in the first half.

It was the England captain’s first international
goal since he scored against Kosovo 500 days ago
in November 2019. He set up England’s second for
Mason Mount in the second period. “As a striker

you go through spells where things don’t go your
way,” Kane told British broadcaster ITV. “You have
to stay focused on doing your job for the team and
we’re grateful to get the three points.”

Serge Gnabry gave Germany the lead against
Romania in Bucharest after 17 minutes. The visitors
dominated much of the game, but had three narrow
escapes in the closing minutes before winning 1-0.
“We should have scored the second goal, so we
would not have been in danger of losing two
points,” said German goalkeeper Manuel Neuer, in
remarks reported by FIFA. “We are lacking cool-
ness, cleverness, maybe a bit of will inside the box.”
Italy kept their campaign on track with a 2-0 win
over Bulgaria.

‘Getting chills’
Andrea Belotti scored the first goal from the

penalty spot just before the break with Manuel
Locatelli sealing the win with his first ‘Azzurri’ goal
with eight minutes to go. “My first Italy goal, it’s
incredible, I’m still getting chills,” said Locatelli.

In Copenhagen, Denmark cemented their grip on
first place in Group F by thrashing Moldova 8-0,
with Kasper Dolberg and Mikkel Damsgaard both
scoring twice. The victory was preceded by the
Danish team joining other European national sides
in protesting the treatment of migrant workers in
Qatar, host of the 2022 World Cup. Danish players
wore jerseys with the slogan “Football supports
CHANGE” as they lined up for a photograph before
the game. The Danish Football Union said the shirts
would be put up for sale and the money given to
migrant workers in the Gulf state.

Kick-off in Switzerland’s  home game against
Lithuania in St Gallen was delayed by 15 minutes on

Sunday because one of the goals was too big. When
played started, Xherdan Shaqiri scored after just
two minutes as the hosts on 1-0. Ousmane Dembele
scored the opening goal as holders France won 2-0
in Kazakhstan to claim their first victory in Group D
after drawing at home to Ukraine in their opener.

Sergei Maliy put through his own net for France’s

second goal before half-time but Kylian Mbappe
had a second-half penalty saved after coming off
the bench. “People might have thought Kazakhstan
would let us score five goals but no, they played
well,” Paul Pogba, who returned to the starting line-
up, told broadcaster TF1. “We got the result and we
can be happy.” — AFP
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Olmo rescues Spain in World Cup
qualifying, Danes make statement

England, Italy, Germany win in the Balkans 
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TBILISI: Spain’s forward Daniel Olmo celebrates after scoring the team’s second goal during the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022 qualification football match Georgia v Spain in Tbilisi on Sunday. —AFP

WARSAW: Robert Lewandowski
will miss Poland’s 2022 World Cup
qualifier against England with a
right knee injury, the Polish
Football Association said yester-
day. The Bayern Munich forward
suffered the injury during
Sunday’s 3-0 win over Andorra in
Warsaw in which he scored two
goals but had to leave the field in
the 63rd minute. “Healing from this
type of injury usually takes
between five and 10 days.
Therefore Robert Lewandowski
will return to the club where he
will undergo further rehabilita-
tion,” the statement said.

Lewandowski’s absence is a
blow to Poland, who will  have
been counting on their star striker
lining up against England in what
is the toughest match of their
qualifying campaign. Poland are
currently third in Group I on four
points, two behind Gareth
Southgate’s leaders and level with
second-placed Hungary following
a 3-3 draw in Budapest and
Sunday’s win.

Lewandowski has scored three
times in those two matches, twice
against Andorra and a stunning
late leveler against Hungary.
Bayern had initially said that the
32-year-old would not be released
to play in Wednesday’s match at
Wembley but changed its mind
due to a change in Germany’s
COVID-19 travel restrictions.

The reigning European champi-
ons will be hoping that he will be
back in time for the first leg of
their Champions League quarter-
final with Paris Saint-German,

which will be played at Bayern’s
Allianz Arena on April 7.

Lewandowski is also hoping to
break Gerd Mueller’s Bundesliga
record of 40 goals in a single sea-
son, as he sits on a total of 35 with
eight league games still to play.
The Polish side has already been
hit by coronavirus infections. Two
players, midfielder Mateusz Klich
and backup goalkeeper Lukasz
Skorupski, have tested positive in
the past few days. — AFP

Injured Lewandowski 
to miss England clash

WARSAW: Poland’s forward
Robert Lewandowski plays the
ball during the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022 qualification football
match Poland vs Andorra in
Warsaw on Sunday. — AFP

Reyna, Pulisic
fire US to friendly
win in Northern
Ireland
BELFAST: Giovanni Reyna and Christian
Pulisic scored as the United States won 2-
1 in their friendly against Northern Ireland
in Belfast on Sunday. Borussia Dortmund’s
Reyna, born in England while his father
Claudio played for Sunderland, opened
the scoring with a deflected strike at
Windsor Park. 
Chelsea winger Pulisic doubled the lead
with a controversial second-half penalty. A
superb strike from Niall McGinn gave
Northern Ireland late hope but, as
Wednesday’s vital World Cup qualifier
against Bulgaria looms, their winless run
under Ian Baraclough continued.

Baraclough had paid lip service to the
importance of the friendly, but his team-
sheet told a different story as he made 10
changes from Thursday’s 2-0 World Cup
qualifying defeat by Italy. The US fielded a
stronger side, with Pulisic captaining a
line-up that included Barcelona full-back
Sergino Dest and Manchester City goal-
keeper Zack Steffen.

Reyna, 18, is regarded as one of the
brightest young stars in the Bundesliga
and he struck after half an hour when his

shot deflected off Ciaron Brown to leave
Conor Hazard wrong-footed. Shayne
Lavery tried to respond as he forced a
smart save from Steffen, but the Americans
ended the half on top as Daniel Ballard
made an important block on Jordan
Siebatcheu’s shot.

Dest was withdrawn at the break, with
Roma’s Bryan Reynolds on to earn his first
cap. When Pulisic went down under a

challenge from Ballard, the Northern
Ireland defender appeared to get a touch
on the ball. But the penalty was awarded
and Pulisic fired his spot-kick past Hazard.

McGinn’s 88th-minute strike was eye-
catching, but it came too late to change
the result. Baraclough’s only success in his
10 games in charge remains the penalty
shoot-out win over Bosnia and
Herzegovina back in October. — AFP

BELFAST: US midfielder Giovanni Reyna (left) celebrates with US defender Sergino Dest
after scoring the opening goal of the international friendly football match between
Northern Ireland and the United States at Windsor Park in Belfast on Sunday. — AFP

Champions
Jiangsu FC kicked
out of Chinese
Super League
SHANGHAI: Reigning champions
Jiangsu FC were thrown out of the
Chinese Super League yesterday, four
weeks after the financially stricken club
said they had ceased operations. Jiangsu

are yet to officially disband but struggling
backers Suning, the conglomerate who
also own Inter Milan, have failed to find
new investors to take over the ailing club.

The club’s demise underl ines the
wider f inancial  problems coursing
through Chinese football, which just a
few years ago had a reputation for
splashing money on star foreign players
such as Brazi l ians Oscar, Hulk and
Paulinho. Earlier this month, Jiangsu
withdrew from the Asian Champions
League.

Yesterday the Chinese Footbal l
Association released the names of six

professional teams who have not been
approved to contest the new season.
Jiangsu will be replaced in the CSL by
Cangzhou Mighty Lions. The other five
teams pulled from the league are in the
second or third divisions.

Tianjin Tigers — another club report-
edly in dire financial trouble — are listed
among the 16 CSL teams who will kick
the new season off  next month. On
February 28, Nanjing-based Jiangsu FC
threw Chinese football into turmoil, say-
ing that it had “ceased operations”. In
November the club won the domestic
league title for the first time. — AFP


