
Vote count in 
Amazon union 
drive today
BESSEMER, US: Votes are set to be counted
today on whether to create the first Amazon union
in the United States, at a warehouse in Alabama,
after a historic, five months-long David vs Goliath
campaign. “I’m proud of the workers at Amazon
for standing up and saying enough,” said Joshua
Brewer, the local  president of the Retai l ,
Wholesale and Department Store Union.

The RWDSU will  represent the Bessemer
warehouse’s 5,800 employees if they choose to
unionize in the vote that ended yesterday. The
months-long unionizing battle has sparked nation-
al attention and intense debate over workplace
conditions at the online retail behemoth, which
has more than 800,000 US employees. “Amazon’s
biggest fear already happened: 3,000 of their own
employees said we cannot work in these condi-
tions . . . It  exposed a systemic problem in
Amazon’s warehouses,” Brewer told AFP.

Coming at a time when the White House occu-
pant, Joe Biden, has promised to be the country’s
“most pro-union president,” the Bessemer ware-
house effort could open the floodgates to union-
ization drives at other Amazon sites, as well as at
other firms. Unions and political leaders have
argued that Amazon employees face constant
pressure and monitoring, with little job protection,
highlighting the need for collective bargaining.
Amazon has argued that most of its workers don’t
want or need a union and that it already provides
more than most other employers, with a minimum
$15 hourly wage and other benefits.

For five months, union organizers in Bessemer
have been posted at the intersection between a
busy interstate highway and several hulking
industrial buildings to make their case.  “We
need safe working conditions. We need to be
treated with respect and equality,” said Amazon
employee Jennifer Bates. “We’re not getting paid

what we deserve to get paid.”
Another employee, Lafonda Townsend, said she

was initially happy with her pay.  “But then that
was before I got in there,” she said, describing
having to eat fast on breaks “like a prisoner ...
because if you’re one minute late, there’s an hour
unpaid time that they’re taking away from you.”
Amazon went on a hiring spree in 2020 and nearly
doubled its net profit to $21 billion, thanks to the
explosion in demand during the pandemic.  But
the second-largest US employer is embroiled in a
bitter communications battle. 

‘Maintain power’ 
Its spokespersons recently attacked left-wing

politician Bernie Sanders, who supports the
union, on Twitter.  They also insisted that no
worker had been reduced to urinating in plastic
bottles because of a lack of time to go to the
bathroom, contrary to media reports.  On site,
the company uses all sorts of tactics to dissuade
would-be unionists, from text messages touting
existing benefits to posters in the toilets.  Many
observers say the issue is less about finances,

and more about control. 
“Amazon is like most US employers, it wants

to maintain power over everything and make sure
that workers do not have the ability to negotiate
over any aspect of their jobs,” said Rebecca
Givan, a professor of labor relations at Rutgers
University.  “Big tech companies, l ike other
employers , wi l l  spend an a lmost  unl imited
amount of money in persuading workers not to
unionize,” she said.  

Dawn Hoag, a warehouse quality manager,
believes employees don’t need representatives to
voice their needs. “If ... all these stories were all
true, then there are 5,800 idiots working inside
the building where I work, and I don’t work with a
single idiot, and I’m not an idiot,” she told AFP. 

But Darryl  Richardson, the 51-year-old
employee who first called in the RWSDU, said it
was time to “take a stand”. “I need job security. I
need to be able to retire one day,” he said.

Richardson’s call has already opened the flood-
gates, Brewer added.  “We have received over
1,000 different inquiries from about 50 different
warehouses so far,” he said. —AFP

US not yet ready to lift tariffs 
on Chinese imports: Trade rep

CBK urges public 
not to damage
banknotes
KUWAIT: The Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK)
stressed users must avoid damaging all denomina-
tions of the Kuwaiti Dinar banknote. The Dinar
banknote is an important national symbol of the
State of Kuwait that reflects its identity, history
and legacy. Respectful handling of the bill is there-
fore tied to respecting this national symbol.

A CBK statement on this issue reiterated that
writing, stapling, shredding or tearing, burning and
applying adhesives are the most common forms of
abuse of banknotes in general. Using banknotes as
a decorative element, or manipulating and folding
it is also considered inappropriate usage, the Bank
pointed out. Any damage to the banknote leads to
ending its circulation cycle prematurely, and new
banknotes have to be printed and put into circula-
tion instead. Such abuse and damage also causes
ATMs to fail to accept deposit of the bills.

Members of the public are, therefore, urged to
handle banknotes with due care and awareness
and avoid any damaging acts. The Kuwaiti ban-
knote is a sovereign symbol of Kuwait, and as thus
must be handled with due respect and regard, the
statement reiterated.
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BESSEMER: A sign welcomes people to Bessemer, the location of an Amazon.com, Inc fulfillment center on Sunday. —AFP

Business
WASHINGTON: President Joe Biden’s new trade
negotiator has said the United States is not yet
ready to lift tariffs on Chinese imports, but could
be open to talks with Bei j ing. US Trade
Representative Katherine Tai, whose appointment
was confirmed earlier this month, told The Wall
Street Journal she understood the levies were hit-
ting some American companies and consumers,
but they can also protect businesses.

In January 2020, then-president Donald Trump
signed an accord between Bei j ing and
Washington after a bruising trade battle that saw
tariffs imposed by both sides. “I have heard peo-
ple say, ‘Please just take these tariffs off,’” the 47-
year-old Tai told the WSJ in an interview pub-
lished Sunday.

But the former trade lawyer-whose parents
were born in China-warned that suddenly axing
the levies could harm the US economy unless a
policy reversal is “communicated in a way so that
the actors in the economy can make adjustments.”
She said it was essential for “companies, traders,
manufacturers or their workers” to be able to
plan for the future.

Tai told the Journal that while she recognized
the tariffs were taking a toll on some US busi-
nesses, they had been imposed “to remedy an
unbalanced and unfair trade situation.”

She also cited tactical reasons for holding firm.
“No negotiator walks away from leverage, right?”
she said. “Every good negotiator is going to keep
all of their options open.”

Tai has already discussed Beijing’s trade prac-
tices in calls with Japanese ministers, and in her
confirmation hearings said she supported a
“holistic review on China.” 

Australia treat
Meanwhile, Australia’s trade minister threat-

ened to take China to the World Trade
Organization over its “unjustifiable” decision to
hike duties on Australian wine imports for up to
five years. In the latest salvo between Beijing and
Canberra, China’s commerce ministry announced
levies ranging from 116.2 percent to 218.4 percent
would be slapped on Australian wine imports
from Sunday.

Trade Minister Dan Tehan said the tariffs
meant it was “basically impossible” for Australian
wine to be competitive in the Chinese market.
“This decision which has been taken by the
Chinese government is extremely disappointing
and completely unjust i f iable,”  Tehan told
reporters in Melbourne.

“We will be looking at next steps, and those
next steps will include looking at taking this mat-
ter to the World Trade Organization.” On Friday,
the Chinese commerce ministry said i t  was
imposing the duties after an investigation found
“dumping and subsidies on imported wines” from
Australia impacted the Chinese market. Wine
exports to China hit a record A$1.3 billion ($900
million) in 2019, according to Australian govern-
ment data, making it the biggest market by value
for the product.

Late last year, Australia also called for the
WTO to investigate Chinese tariffs on barley
imports, following a series of economic sanctions
or disruptions to Australian products to China’s
vast market.

Diplomatic relations between the two coun-
tries have reached their lowest since the deadly
1989 Tiananmen Square crackdown. Many see the

sanctions as retribution for Australia blocking
Chinese investment in sensitive areas and publicly
calling for an investigation into the origins of the
coronavirus. Australian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison, speaking in Sydney, accused Beijing of
using the tariffs as “retaliation”. Morrison also
said Australia stood with British Prime Minister

Boris Johnson after China imposed sanctions on
several people in the UK and EU over their vocal
support for the Uyghur Musl im minority in
Xinjiang, where Beijing is accused of abuses.

“So Boris-well done, mate-we stand with
you and thank you for standing with Australia
as well.” —AFP

Australia threatens WTO action as China hikes duty on wine

Deliveroo trims 
value of London 
IPO on volatility
LONDON: App-driven meals delivery firm Deliveroo
yesterday trimmed the anticipated value of this
week’s planned London stock market flotation, citing
global markets volatility.

The British group’s market capitalization was
eyed at between £7.6 billion and £7.85 billion
($10.5 billion-$10.8 billion, 8.9 billion euros-9.2 bil-
lion euros), Deliveroo said in a statement. The
eight-year old company, which launches its initial
public offering on Wednesday, previously gave a
figure of up to £8.8 billion.

“Given volatile global market conditions for IPOs,
Deliveroo is choosing to price responsibly,” a com-

pany spokesman said Monday, noting it had however
received “very significant demand”.

The offer price range has been narrowed to
between £3.90 and £4.10 per share. That contrasted
with the previous range, given last week, of between
£3.90 and £4.60. Over the past week, market condi-
tions have deteriorated somewhat for technology
company IPOs, particularly in the United States. The
Amazon-backed company, in line with other home-
delivery firms, says it has seen orders soar in the past
year as locked-down households called in food.

Deliveroo’s listing is meanwhile seen as a major
boost to London’s financial sector, which has been
hit by Brexit turmoil. Since its London launch in
2013, Deliveroo has expanded into mainland
Europe, Asia, Australia and the Middle East. Last
year, more than six million people ordered food and
drink every month via its app from 115,000 cafes,
restaurants and stores.

However, its business model has come under
scrutiny, including in Britain, France and Spain, as its

freelance delivery riders complain about working
conditions. —AFP

LONDON: A Deliveroo bag and bike are parked near Victoria
Station in central London. The meal delivery platform
Deliveroo is bracing for strikes and other social actions by
disgruntled riders as it gears up for a major London stock
listing. —AFP

SHANGHAI: People walk past a shop for Italian sportswear company Fila in Shanghai. —AFP

Lebanon approves 
crisis funding to 
avert power cut
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s parliament approved $200 million in
emergency funding yesterday to stave off a national power
cut the energy minister warned would otherwise hit by the
end of March. Caretaker energy minister Raymond Ghajar
said three weeks ago that the country would plunge into
“total darkness” if no money was secured to buy fuel for
power stations. The state-run Electricity of Lebanon (EDL)
faces dire cash shortages, as the country grapples with its
worst economic crisis since the 1975-1990 civil war.

Yesterday, “parliament approved... a $200 million
advance” for EDL, the National News Agency reported.
The decision came a day after one of the country’s largest
power plants, Zahrani in south Lebanon, stopped operat-
ing because it ran out of fuel. EDL said the closure was
caused because a fuel ship could not be immediately
offloaded because of logistical problems. Meanwhile,
another cargo ship scheduled to arrive from Kuwait has
been held up due to the stuck container ship blocking the
Suez Canal, it added. —AFP


