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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: In this March 21, 2021 file photo, two kids ride their bicycles in a park before the curfew hours. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

News in brief

Amir Mourns Sheikha Nouria

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on
Monday sent a cable of condolences to the
family of the late Sheikha Nouria Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah. In the cable,
His Highness the Amir prayed to Allah Almighty
to bless the soul of Sheikha Nouria with mercy
in Paradise and to bring solace to Al-Sabah
Family. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables.
The Amiri Diwan earlier mourned Sheikha
Nouria Al-Sabah, widow of Sheikh Sabah
Salem Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, who passed
away at the age of 96 years old. — KUNA

Kuwait condemns explosion

KUWAIT: The Foreign Ministry of Kuwait
strongly condemned and denounced the attack,
which occurred in a Church in the city of
Makassar, Indonesia, which resulted in a the
wounding of several people. A press statement
by the ministry on Sunday renewed Kuwait’s
solid stance against violence and terrorism in all
shapes and forms, calling for bolstering interna-
tional efforts to counter this dangerous phe-
nomena. The statement also expressed Kuwait’s
solidarity towards the leadership and people of
Indonesia, supporting all its efforts to maintain
security and stability. — KUNA

Bicycle sales on the
rise in Kuwait despite
walking period ban 
KUWAIT: Despite the partial curfew that started three
weeks ago, and despite the ban on using bicycles and
scooters during the two-hour walking period, stores
that sell them have been witnessing unprecedented
sales during the past few days. Al-Qabas Arabic daily
reported yesterday that bicycle and scooter stores in
Sharq are crowded and health protocols are not neces-
sarily being observed all the time. A store manager said
the coronavirus outbreak and the curfew have
increased demand for bicycles. He said international
manufacturers no longer can meet the demand and
there is difficulty in importing bikes in the present time,
while preorders may take a year to deliver.

Patients in ICUs
Separately, Jahra Hospital Director Dr Ali Al-

Mutairi said taking the COVID-19 vaccine while con-
tinuously complying with health protocols are the
means of emerging from the pandemic. He warned
through Al-Rai Arabic daily yesterday against laxity
in implementing the measures as infection rates and
hospital admittance are rising, which reflects in turn
on intensive care admissions. 

Mutairi said the vaccine, besides its role in pro-
tecting individuals and the society against infection,
protects against being in need of intensive care, and
this is clear when considering the number of current
cases in the ICU, the majority of whom did not get the
vaccine. He said there is not a single case in intensive
care from among those who completed their vaccina-
tion. Mutairi said it is necessary to increase aware-
ness among citizens.

Ministry of Health spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-
Sanad had announced Sunday 1,121 new COVID-19

cases, seven deaths and 1,236 recoveries registered in
the previous 24 hours. The caseload amounted to
228,299, recoveries to 212,596 and death toll to 1,286
as of Sunday. The number of patients in ICUs stood
Sunday at 251, while total patients receiving health
care reached 14,417, Al-Sanad added.

Account hacked
In other news, the official Twitter account of

Kuwait’s Education Ministry was hacked by an
unknown person who posted tweets calling for can-
celing in campus exams for grade 12 students, and
instead having students do their finals online. The
Center For Government Communication later con-
firmed on its Twitter that the education ministry’s
account was hacked, adding that the ministry was
working on retrieving it. The education ministry had
earlier announced that this year’s final exams for
grade 12 students will take place in classes under
strict health precautions. 

S African minister 
to visit Kuwait
KUWAIT: The Embassy of the Republic of South
Africa in the State of Kuwait wishes to inform that Dr
Naledi Pandor, Minister of International Relations and
Cooperation of the Republic of South Africa, will lead
an Official Delegation on an official visit to the State of
Kuwait from tomorrow to April 1, 2021. The purpose of

this official visit is to boost bilateral diplomatic, politi-
cal, trade and economic relations between the
Republic of South Africa and the State of Kuwait. The
official visit will witness the signing of bilateral agree-
ments between the governments of the Republic of
South Arica and the State of Kuwait. These agree-
ments will further consolidate South Africa-Kuwait
relations by providing a strengthened legal framework
from which to vigorously pursue trade, economic,
political relations and matters of mutual interest to the
two countries in the global arena.    

Italian embassy
announces design
promotion project  
KUWAIT: The Italian Ambassador to the State of
Kuwait Carlo Baldocci, announced the cultural and aca-
demic initiative “SENSITALIANI” (ItalianSenses), with
the aim of promoting the Italian design sector. This ini-
tiative is organized by the Italian Embassy in the State of
Kuwait and in cooperation with the Institute
“POLI.design” which was founded by the prestigious
Polytechnic University of Milan (Politecnico di Milano).

The initiative consists of 10 months of various activi-
ties in the field of design, of which three months are
devoted to virtual lectures for 50 participants from the
State of Kuwait (including 40 students from various local
universities and 10 engineers from private companies),
eight evening seminars open to all attendees and to con-
clude a field tour for six days in Italy for design students
and industry professionals in Kuwait who want to know
and deepen Italian design and culture.

The Ambassador said that from March to December
2021, SENSITALIANI, the Scientific Department of
Professor Anna Barbara, will promote three key moments
of activities, targeting those interested in Italian culture,
design students and industry professionals in the State of
Kuwait. The first part of the program will feature two ses-
sions of online lectures and conferences on design
aspects and common interests of both countries, followed

by a study trip to Italy for the participants.
The main theme of the project will be “SENSITAL-

IANI”: sight, hearing, smell, touch and taste, through
which the beauty of Italian culture is presented, from art
to design, and from fashion to theater, cinema, cuisine,
nature, sports and more. In fact, the design is not only
intended to be a commercial vehicle for companies
operating in this sector, but above all as a cultural engine
to promote Italy and its identity in its broadest sense: as
a cultural, artistic, social, economic and educational form.

This event will be officially opened with a virtual
seminar on the Zoom platform tomorrow, and will con-
clude at the end of the year with a certificate distribution
ceremony for students and the presentation of the final
works along with materials, interviews, photos and
videos filmed during all phases of the project.

POLI.design, together with the School of Design and
the Design Department, makes up the design system of
the Polytechnic University of Milan, among the best uni-
versities in the world, currently included in the (QS
World University Rankings) according to the article
2020 in first place in Italy, third in Europe and sixth at
the level of the world in the art and design category.

Ambassador Baldocci confirmed that the initiative has
received great interest in Kuwait, as Italian design repre-
sents a very important part of the interaction between
the two Countries and further expansion of the Italian-
Kuwaiti dialogue and cooperation opportunities is
expected. On this occasion, Ambassador Baldocci
expressed his appreciation for the keen interest in the
initiative by both the College of Architecture at Kuwait
University and the American University of the Middle
East (AUM) in Kuwait.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Deputy Foreign Minister
Ambassador Majdi Al-Dhafiri met yesterday
United Nations Secretary-General Representative
and Resident Coordinator in Kuwait Dr Tarek El-
Sheikh. During the meeting, they discussed distin-
guished relations between Kuwait and the UN,
as Dr Sheikh expressed appreciation of

Kuwait’s support to UN and its mission in the
country. Assistant Foreign Minister for Affairs
of the Deputy Minister’s bureau, Ambassador
Ayham Al-Omar and Assistant Foreign Minister
for international organizations’  affairs
Ambassador Nasser Abdullah Al-Hayen attend-
ed the meeting. — KUNA


