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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah received His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace yesterday. His Highness 
the Amir also received National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. Furthermore, His Highness the Amir 
received Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Justice and Minister 
of State for Integrity Enhancement Abdullah Al-Roumi. His Highness 
the Amir also received former Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh. His Highness the Amir 
praised Saleh for his efforts and thanked him for his work and duty as 
a minister, wishing him great success. — KUNA

Kuwait Amir receives senior 
officials at Bayan Palace

Sheikh Nawaf thanks former cabinet affairs minister 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Justice and 
Minister of State for Integrity Enhancement Abdullah Al-Roumi.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets former Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State 
for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh.
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 canal. In the hours before the ship was dis-

lodged, the tailbacks had reached 425 vessels. 
Maritime data company Lloyd’s List said the block-
age had held up an estimated $9.6 billion worth of 
cargo each day between Asia and Europe. 

In the small canal-side village of Manchiyet Al-
Rougoula, residents watched in amazement as the 
immense container ship left the bank. A father and 
his family climbed to the roof of their red brick 
house to get a better view as the ship with at least 
nine levels of containers slowly passed by. “We 
are happy to see the boat move (and) thank God,” 
said one resident who asked not to be named. A 
former SCA chairman, Mohab Mamish, expressed 
pride in the operation, telling AFP: “I am well and 
truly overjoyed ... We were able to get out of a 
very tight jam.”  

On social media too, Egyptians greeted the 
news with jubilation and shared a flurry of memes, 
including a video montage of a man representing 
Egypt triumphantly carrying the ship on his shoul-
ders, to applause from the world. Ahmed Abbas, a 
Suez Canal employee, shared live footage from the 
scene on his Facebook account, exclaiming “Praise 
be to God, the vessel is finally out! Well done to the 
SCA boys!”  

Egypt has lost some $12-14 million in revenues 
each day that the ship was stuck, according to the 
canal authority. Dutch company Boskalis, which 
played a key role in the rescue operation, said its 
“team of experts, working in close collaboration 
with the Suez Canal Authority, successfully refloat-

ed” the ship at 3:05 pm local time. The operation, 
carried out under time pressure and “the watchful 
eye of the world”, required 13 tug boats and the 
dredging of some 30,000 cubic meters of sand, said 
Peter Berdowski, CEO of Boskalis. 

The freed vessel was travelling north toward the 
Great Bitter Lake, through which the canal passes, 
“for an inspection of its seaworthiness”, said the 
Taiwan company Evergreen which operates the 
ship. “The outcome of that inspection will determine 
whether the ship can resume its scheduled service.” 

The stern of the ship had been dislodged early 
yesterday, sparking immediate praise from Egypt’s 
President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi, even as Boskalis ini-
tially warned that the bow would prove more diffi-
cult to unwedge. “Today, Egyptians have been suc-
cessful in putting to an end the crisis of the stranded 
ship in the Suez Canal, despite the enormous com-
plexity surrounding the process,” Sisi said. 

Salvage crews have been working around the 
clock ever since the accident which has been 
blamed on high winds and poor visibility during a 
sandstorm, although the canal authority also cited 
the possibility of human error. Rescue teams had 
focused on efforts to remove sand around the ship, 
which was dredged up to a depth of 18 m, SCA 
spokesman George Safwat said Sunday. 

The crisis forced companies to choose between 
waiting or rerouting vessels around Africa, which 
adds 9,000 km and over a week of travel to the trip 
between Asia and Europe. In a sign of the knock-on 
effects from the Suez blockage, authorities in war-
wracked Syria said the crisis had hit its fuel imports 
from Iran and forced it to ration already scarce sup-
plies. Romania’s animal health agency said 11 ships 
carrying livestock out of the country were also 
impacted, while the charity Animals International 
had warned of a potential “tragedy” affecting some 
130,000 animals. — AFP  
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 translation issues, even as a diplomatic tug-of-

war raged in the background over the report’s con-
tents. The repeated delays sparked renewed criti-
cism of the UN health agency’s slow actions in get-
ting the team to Wuhan in the first place. 

The experts tasked with probing COVID-19’s 
origins only arrived there on Jan 14, more than a 
year after the first cases surfaced in the Chinese 
city. In the 15 months since the coronavirus 
emerged, the pandemic has engulfed the planet, 
killing nearly 2.8 million people and pummeling the 
global economy. 

Vaccines have offered a glimmer of hope and 
allowed some countries to emerge from more than a 
year of punishing anti-virus measures. People in 
Britain rushed to pools and parks yesterday to 
enjoy newfound freedoms as the government peeled 
back restrictions there, allowing small groups to 
gather, or sports activities to resume.  

As Britons dipped back into a pre-pandemic life, 
several experts turned their attention to the origins 
report. But the highly-anticipated document offered 
few firm conclusions. It said evidence suggested the 
COVID-19 outbreak may have begun several 
months before it was first detected in Wuhan in Dec 
2019, and called for COVID antibody testing of 
samples in Wuhan blood banks from as far back as 
September that year. 

They also said it remained unclear what role the 
Wuhan market had played in sparking or amplifying 
the initial outbreak, and presented no clear answer 
on how the virus first jumped to humans. Dutch 
virologist and team member Marion Koopmans 
rejected the focus on the unanswered questions, 
stressing on Twitter that the experts had presented 
a huge amount of information. “Not everything 
answered but surely a good start,” she said. 

The experts worked to rank a number of 
hypotheses on the pandemic origins according to 

how likely they were. They believe that the SARS-
CoV-2 virus that causes the Covid-19 disease origi-
nally came from bats. One theory examined was 
that the virus jumped directly from bats to humans. 
The final report determined that this scenario was 
“possible to likely”. 

A more probable scenario, the report found, was 
that the virus had first jumped from bats to another 
animal, which in turn infected humans. “Although the 
closest related viruses have been found in bats, the 
evolutionary distance between these bat viruses 
and SARS-CoV-2 is estimated to be several 
decades, suggesting a missing link,” the report said. 

“The scenario, including introduction through an 
intermediary host, was considered to be likely to 
very likely,” it said. The report did not however con-
clusively identify which animal first allowed the 
virus to jump to humans, but it named a number of 
candidates, including mink, pangolins, rabbits and 
ferret badgers. 

A third hypothesis the experts examined was 
whether the virus may have been imported to 
Wuhan in frozen food - a favorite theory in Beijing, 
which has questioned the initial assumption the 
virus originated in China. The report did not rule 
out transmission through frozen food, since the 
virus has been shown to survive on frozen food 
packages, and listed the theory as “possible”. But 
while it said there was some evidence that people 
could be infected through handling contaminated 
frozen products, it was very unlikely that was how 
the virus was first introduced. 

Finally, the report examined the idea of a lab leak 
from, for instance, the Wuhan Institute of Virology - 
a theory promoted by former US president Donald 
Trump’s administration. It pointed to the fact that 
there was no record of any virus resembling SARS-
CoV-2 in any laboratory before Dec 2019, and 
stressed high safety levels at the labs in Wuhan. “A 
laboratory origin of the pandemic was considered 
to be extremely unlikely,” the report said. 

But in Geneva yesterday, WHO boss Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus stressed that all origin theo-
ries remained on the table. “All hypotheses are 
open, from what I read from the report... and war-
rant complete and further studies,” he told a press 
conference. — AFP  
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population mired in poverty. The Lebanese pound 

has lost more than 85 percent of its value against the 
US dollar on the black market in a devaluation that 
has eaten away at pensions and salaries. Lebanese 
banks have limited access to pound deposits and 
halted all dollar transactions since 2019 to stem a liq-
uidity crunch and shore up dwindling foreign 
exchange reserves. 

Like many in the country, Merhi blames the dire 
situation on politicians who he accused of being 
“corrupt from head to toe”. “I’m the victim of the 
biggest financial scam in history,” he said. “May God 
curse them all.” Unlike Merhi, who can live elsewhere, 
many Lebanese pensioners are caught in a bind. 

They include more than 108,000 ex-public sector 
workers who rely on monthly pensions averaging 2.2 
million pounds - about $1,466 at the official 
exchange rate, but only around $180 on the volatile 
black market. Earlier this month, the pound hit an all-
time low of 15,000 against the greenback. 

Jean Assaf, who was a policeman for 32 years, gets 
a pension of about $180, down from $1,400 before 
the crisis. “I had hoped to live honorably at the end of 
my life,” said the ex-officer, the walls in his dark liv-
ing room adorned with old photos, medals, and 

embroidered art. “For the remaining years in store for 
me, I can only count on God,” he added, with his chil-
dren also struggling to cope. 

In Mar Mikhael, a district hit hard by a devastat-
ing explosion at Beirut’s port last year that killed 
more than 200 people, charities aiding the most vul-
nerable have expanded relief efforts to include pen-
sioners. Among them is Grassroots, which runs a 
soup kitchen. “It’s mostly retirees” who have been 
coming recently, said director Mayssa Mansour, 
standing beside a queue of people waiting for food 
under pouring rain. “They are ashamed... these are 
people who have never needed to ask for handouts.” 

Lining up for soup in Mar Mikhael, former police-
man Adib said times are tough. The 69-year-old, who 
retired in 2004, waits for food for his family every 
day because his pension is now only worth around 
$100. “I used to belong to the middle class,” he said. 
“Now I fall below the poverty line.” 

Private sector workers are also feeling the pinch, 
including Sara and Fouad Ammar who used to get a 
combined pension of around $6,000. Now, the 
retired teachers only make about $600 between 
them. “Our situation is relatively better than many 
others” said Sara, 68. “But we didn’t expect things to 
be like this at the end of our life,” said the former 
teacher at a prestigious French school. 

Her husband Fouad, 76, said the family has lost 
more than just savings, with two of their three chil-
dren having left for Canada because of the crisis. 
“We are at an age where we want to be around our 
grandchildren - to play with them and to see them,” 
he said with a forlorn look. — AFP   

Pensioners in  
Lebanon face...

RAMALLAH: The Palestinian Authority received 
100,000 doses of the Chinese Sinopharm jab yes-
terday, the largest single batch of coronavirus vac-
cines yet to reach the Palestinian territories. The 
PA’s vaccination campaign was launched this month 
after the delivery of thousands of vaccines through 
the UN’s Covax program for poorer nations. 

The Palestinian vaccine rollout has lagged well 
behind that of Israel, which has faced criticism for 
excluding most Palestinians in the occupied West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip from its world-beating 
vaccination drive. The latest jabs “represent a com-
mitment to the promise China made to put vaccines 
at the service of the world”, Chinese ambassador to 
the PA, Guo Wei, told reporters in Ramallah in the 

Israeli-occupied West Bank.   
Palestinian Health Minister Mai Al-Kaila said the 

delivery would “greatly contribute to accelerating 
the community vaccination campaign,” as the num-
ber of infections in the West Bank continues to rise. 
The PA announced it had started vaccinating the 
over-75s and some medical patients on March 21 
after receiving 60,000 vaccine doses through the 
UN-backed Covax program for poorer nations.  

More than 20,000 of those doses have been 
transferred to Gaza, which Israel has blockaded 
since Hamas Islamists seized the coastal strip in 
2007. An additional 60,000 doses of the Russian 
Sputnik V vaccine have been delivered to Gaza 
from the United Arab Emirates, shipments brokered 
by a former top PA official currently exiled in Abu 
Dhabi, Mohammed Dahlan.   

Covax has also pledged doses to vaccinate 
another million Palestinians. Israel has fully inoculat-
ed more than half its roughly 9.3 million people. 
Israel has also vaccinated 105,000 Palestinians with 
permits to work in Israel or in Jewish settlements in 
the West Bank.  — AFP 

Palestinians get  
100,000 Chinese  
vaccine doses

RAMALLAH: Chinese Ambassador Guo Wei and Palestinian Health Minister Mai Al-Kaila bump elbows 
during the unloading of a shipment of Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccines donated by the Chinese govern-
ment yesterday. — AFP  


