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News in brief
UAE, China launch vaccine project  
 
DUBAI: The UAE and China on Sunday 
announced a venture to produce the Sinopharm 
coronavirus vaccine in the Gulf nation. The 
UAE’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Zayed Al-Nahyan said the project adds “value to 
the international efforts being made in the face 
of the COVID-19 crisis, which has been taking a 
toll on everyday lives across the world.” — AFP

Egypt arrests 8 over train crash 
 
CAIRO: Egypt has arrested eight people over a 
train collision last week, prosecutors said in a 
statement yesterday that also revised the death toll 
down to 18 people. “The prosecutor general 
ordered that the two drivers... their two assistants, 
the guard of a traffic control tower, the head of 
traffic control in Assiut and two other guards ... be 
remanded in custody,” the prosecutor said. — AFP

Obama’s ‘granny’ dies at 99 
 
NAIROBI: Sarah Obama, the grandmother of for-
mer US President Barack Obama, has died aged 
99 in western Kenya, her daughter said yesterday. 
Sarah Obama, popularly known as Mama Sarah, 
had been admitted to the Jaramogi Oginga Odinga 
Teaching and Referral Hospital in Kisumu. 
Although not a blood relation, President Obama 
often referred to Sarah as his “granny”. — AFP 

Philippines locks down economic hub  
 
MANILA: More than 24 million people in the 
Philippines’ economic hub entered a lockdown 
yesterday, as officials warned the weeklong 
restrictions could be extended if coronavirus 
infections do not fall. People have been ordered 
to stay home unless they are essential workers 
as Metro Manila and four neighboring provinces 
struggle to curb a surge that has strained hospi-
tals. — AFP (See Page 7)

Guardianship rules slammed 
 
DOHA: Human Rights Watch yesterday accused 
Qatar of restricting the lives of its female popula-
tion through unclear “guardianship” rules requir-
ing adult women to obtain male approval to travel 
and study abroad and get married. Qatar’s govern-
ment communications office rejected the HRW 
report as “inaccurate”, saying “Qatar is an outspo-
ken advocate for women’s rights at home and 
abroad”. — AFP 

Amir hopes for cooperation  
in today’s Assembly session

Parliament set to meet as boycott bid fails • 3 MPs file to grill PM
By B Izzak and KUNA 
 
KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah expressed yesterday hope for 
fruitful cooperation between the executive and leg-
islative authorities during today’s National Assembly 
session. HH the Amir also expressed his desire that 
the session will be held without tensions to enable 
the Cabinet - headed by HH the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah - to 
take oath in accordance with the constitution.  

The government must be given the proper time to 
exercise its authorities and attend to its responsibili-
ties, especially during the current trying times, 
affirmed HH the Amir. He said cooperation between 
the executive and legislative branches is important 
for the country, adding that the law and rulings by 
the constitutional court are above all.  

HH the Amir also stressed that article 50 of the 
constitution regarding separation of duties among 

the authorities and cooperation amongst them is 
vital for the success of the Kuwaiti democratic 
process. He expressed confidence that MPs are up 
to task and will help the government achieve the 
interests of people and maintain the security and 
stability of Kuwait. 

The National Assembly is now highly expected to 
hold its meeting today, as 32 opposition lawmakers 
appear to have failed to sway one more MP to join 
their camp to have the magical number of 33 neces-
sary to stop the meeting. Three undecided tribal 
lawmakers, whom the opposition had hoped to win 
over, yesterday bluntly said they will attend the ses-
sion after meeting HH the Amir and declaring alle-
giance to his call. 

If the session takes place, Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem is scheduled to announce that the member-
ship of leading opposition MP Bader Al-Dahoum is 
null and void based on a ruling by the constitutional 
court, which Dahoum and many legal experts claim 

violated an earlier and more important verdict by 
the court of cassation that allowed him to run for 
public office. 

In the Dec 5 general polls, Dahoum won a seat in 
the Assembly resoundingly, securing the second 
highest number of votes in the country. But three 
voters from his constituency challenged his election 
and the constitutional court ruled his election was 
null and void on the basis that he was convicted of 
insulting HH the Amir in 2014. 

Dahoum is a member of the Awazem tribe, the 
largest bedouin tribe in Kuwait. Dozens of his tribes-
men yesterday thronged the residences of a number 
of other Awazem lawmakers and called on them to 
boycott the session. Police intervened and asked the 
angry crowds to disperse because they violated 
health regulations imposed to combat the spread of 
the coronavirus pandemic. Four of the seven 
Awazem MPs have said they will attend the session. 

Opposition MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri yesterday 

lashed out at HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled Al-Sabah and the speaker and called on 
them to step down, saying this will save Kuwait from 
nonstop political crises. He said opposition MPs 
planning to boycott the session will gather at the 
Assembly gate and will not attend the session if it 
starts. He said even if the prime minister is allowed to 
take the oath, he will be facing a series of grillings 
backed by a majority of lawmakers. 

Opposition MPs Hasan Jowhar, Muhannad Al-
Sayer and Muhalhal Al-Mudhaf yesterday filed to 
grill the prime minister because the government has 
not submitted its program for this period and over 
its failure to fight corruption and safeguard public 
funds. The grilling will not be debated in today’s ses-
sion if it takes place and will be discussed after two 
weeks. Opposition lawmakers plan to file another 
grilling against the prime minister. This is expected 
to trigger more political crises in the country 
between the opposition and the government. 

SUEZ, Egypt: The MV Ever Given was refloated 
and the Suez Canal reopened to traffic yesterday, 
sparking relief almost a week after the huge con-
tainer ship got stuck and blocked a major artery for 
global trade. Tugboat crews sounded their foghorns 
in celebration after the Japanese-owned megaship 
the length of four football fields was fully dislodged 
from the sandy banks of the Suez. 

World oil prices eased on the news of the 
reopening of the waterway that connects the 
Mediterranean and Red Sea and through which 
more than 10 percent of world trade passes. The 
head of the Suez Canal Authority (SCA), Admiral 
Osama Rabie, had around 3 pm local time (1300 
GMT) “announced the resumption of shipping traf-
fic in the Suez Canal,” the authority said. 

The SCA cautioned, however, that it will take 
more than three days to clear the traffic jam of ships 
stuck at the northern and southern ends of the 

Continued on Page 2 
ISMAILIA, Egypt: Tugboats yesterday pull the Panama-flagged MV ‘Ever Given’ that was lodged side-
ways across the Suez Canal. — AFP  

BEIRUT: Jean Assaf, an 80-year-old retired police officer, shows old pic-
tures of him in uniform at his home in the capital’s Mar Mikhael district 
on March 24, 2021. — AFP 

Joy as megaship  
refloated, Suez  
Canal reopens 

GENEVA: An international expert mission to 
Wuhan concluded in a report seen yesterday that 
COVID-19 likely first passed to humans from a bat 
through an intermediary animal, with investigators 
all but ruling out a laboratory leak. The intermediate 

host hypothesis was deemed “likely to very likely”, 
while the theory that the virus escaped from a lab 
was seen as “extremely unlikely”, according to a 
copy of the long-awaited final report obtained by 
AFP before its official release. 

The report, drafted by a team of international 
experts appointed by the World Health 
Organization and their Chinese counterparts, comes 
as dramatic infection spikes in Europe have forced a 
tightening of unpopular restrictions across the con-
tinent. In sharp contrast, people in England were set 
for what newspapers dubbed “Happy Monday”, 
with stay-at-home orders relaxed as rapid vaccina-

tions appeared to drive down infection rates there. 
But as countries rush to vaccinate and stem the 

spread of COVID-19, the mystery at the very heart 
of the pandemic - how the virus that causes the dis-
ease first jumped to humans - remains unsolved. 
The report from the international mission to the 
Wuhan, where the virus first emerged in late 2019, 
has been keenly anticipated ever since the expert 
team wrapped up and left China more than a month 
ago. Delays in the publication of the findings, draft-
ed by 17 international experts and 17 Chinese coun-
terparts, had been blamed on coordination and 

Continued on Page 2 

COVID likely spread 
from bats, not from  
lab leak, frozen food

BEIRUT: Samir Merhi returned to 
Lebanon in 2009, hoping the fortune 
he made abroad would let him retire 
comfortably at home, but the coun-
try’s economic crisis has upended his 
dreams and forced him to leave again. 
For four decades, Merhi said he made 
“millions” working in the fashion and 
construction industries in Britain and 
the Gulf, but draconian controls 
imposed by Lebanese banks have 

trapped his life savings. 
Speaking in a hotel in Beirut’s com-

mercial district of Hamra, Merhi said 
he was planning to fly to the United 
States, where he will join family, even 
though he isn’t keen on doing so. “I 
have no choice,” said the 72-year-old 
former businessman wearing a neatly 
pressed suit. “I have to start over to 
secure my retirement. If my money 
was given back to me, I wouldn’t need 
to go to the US,” he told AFP. “What 
will I do there? I don’t want to die in 
America,” he said as he waited for a 
taxi to take him to the airport. 

Lebanon is in the grips of its worst 
economic crisis since the 1975-1990 
civil war, with more than half of its  
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Pensioners in  
Lebanon face 
lost savings


