
ROME: The broadcast deal between the
Italian league and streaming platform
DAZN announced on Friday may repre-
sent a small revolution, but it also contin-
ues a trend of the value of TV rights
stagnating or falling. AFP Sport rounds
up the financial state of play in Europe’s
big five leagues, as even the English
Premier League struggles to maintain
the level of its deals.  

England
The Premier League still has the

world’s biggest football contracts, but
the market is looking less healthy.
Despite the entry of Amazon, which
bought 20 matches a season, the origi-
nal contract for 2019-2022 of £5 billion
(5.85 billion euros) represented a slight
drop on 2016-2019, which was £5.1 bil-
lion. But with the COVID-19 pandemic,
the league is giving viewers more
games for less money. After the inter-
ruption to last season by the pandemic,
the league agreed to pay broadcasters
at home and abroad rebates worth a
reported £330 million. However the
biggest slice of that, £170 million to
Sky, is deferred. The original domestic
contracts covered 180 of the 380
matches a season. With stadiums empty,
the league attempted to launch a pay-

per-view service for the balance, but
fans refused to buy. Humiliated, the
league caved in and “gifted” the
remaining matches to rights holders at
no extra cost, including a handful of
matches on the BBC, the first games on
the free-to-air national station in
Premier league history. And the bidding
on the next round of TV rights has
started with indications that the value of
domestic deals could drop further.

Italy
A small revolution will take place from

next season in Italy, with the bulk of the
league’s matches being streamed by the
DAZN platform, which on Friday outbid
historic broadcaster Sky by agreeing to
pay 2.52 billion euros for the main pack-
age of rights over the next three seasons.
From 2018 to this season, Sky and DAZN
have shared the domestic TV rights to
Serie A in deals worth 973 million euros
a year. For 2021-24, DAZN will pay
around 840m euros a year to broadcast
all ten matches each week, but it will
have to share three of those with another
broadcaster. The sale of those matches is
still under negotiation with Sky, among
others. The Italian league is hoping the
final deals are as close as possible to the
current total.

Germany
The German Bundesliga found itself

negotiating the new TV deals for its two
divisions last summer at the height of
the pandemic. The domestic four-year
deal, with Sky Deutschland and DAZN,
of 4.4 billion euros, or 1.1 billion euros a
season, represented a slight drop on the
record previous contract. Sky will show
Saturday matches and DAZN games on
Fridays, which are unpopular with fans,
and Sundays. Bundesliga boss Christian
Seifert said the deal: “Gives us the
greatest possible stability in times of
uncertainty”.

Spain
In Spain, La Liga awarded the 2019-

22 TV rights for the its league to the duo
Telefonica (which owns the Movistar TV
channel, La Liga’s main broadcaster) and
Mediapro, for 3.421 billion euros, or an
average of 1.14 billion euros a season.
Comparison with previous deals is diffi-
cult, because before 2016 clubs sold
their rights individually. The pandemic
has forced a drop in the value of the
deals, in particular La Liga had to rene-
gotiate its 460m-euro contract with
Mediapro for the rights to broadcast
matches in Spanish bars, badly hit by the
pandemic.

France
Chinese-Spanish broadcaster

Mediapro was less successful in per-
suading the French league to renego-
tiate the record 1 .217 bi l l ion euro
annual deal for the bulk of the rights
to  Ligue 1 and Ligue 2 matches for
2020-24. Instead the leagues tore up

the deal in December. In its place, the
leagues signed a deal worth around
683 million euros for this season with
old partner Canal+, representing a
drop of almost 50 percent in antici-
pated revenues. After this season, the
TV picture is fuzzy: the rights have
yet to be negotiated. — AFP
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As Italian football moves on-line,
TV rights bonanza may be waning

Streaming platform to broadcast bulk of Serie A matches next season
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TURIN: In this file photo taken on July 04, 2020 a television cameraman prepares to
broadcast the Italian Serie A football match Juventus vs Torino played behind closed
doors at the Juventus stadium in Turin. — AFP

Ibra feeling ‘good’
after winning
Sweden return
PARIS: Zlatan Ibrahimovic made a win-
ning return to international football with
Sweden on Thursday after nearly five
years away as Germany came out for
human rights in their opening qualifier for
the 2022 World Cup in Qatar. Ibrahimovic
set up Viktor Claesson’s 35th-minute win-
ner in the 1-0 win over Georgia at the
Friends Arena just outside Stockholm in
his 117th appearance for his national team,
his first since Euro 2016.

The AC Milan forward had to hold back
the tears as he spoke to reporters on
Monday about his international comeback,
and he was in good spirits after a win that
puts Sweden top of Group B. “It felt good.
It felt like it was my first international
match. It was a lot of adrenaline,”
Ibrahimovic told Sverige Radio.

Sweden lead their group two points
ahead of Greece and Spain, who played
out a surprising 1-1 draw in Granada.
Alvaro Morata opened the scoring with a
superb control and finish from Koke’s
clipped pass in the 33rd minute.

But the Greeks leveled through their
only shot of the entire match, Anastasios
Bakasetas’ penalty in the 57th minute after
Inigo Martinez fouled Giorgios Masouras.
“I don’t like the result and we weren’t
inspired either... Whenever we got near
the Greek penalty area we lacked sharp-
ness and efficacy,” said Spain coach Luis
Enrique.

Germans join ‘rights’ protest
Germany lined up with T-shirts that

spelled out “human rights” ahead of their
3-0 Group J win over Iceland amid con-
cerns over alleged human rights abuses in
Qatar, the hosts of next year’s finals. “We
have the World Cup coming up and there
will be discussions about it... we wanted to

show we are not ignoring that,” goalscorer
Leon Goretzka told broadcaster RTL. “We
have a large reach — and we can use it to
set an example for the values we want to
stand for. That was clear.”

Once on the pitch Joachim Loew’s side
got off to a rapid start, with Goretzka and
Kai Havertz firing the hosts into a two-
goal lead inside seven minutes.
Manchester City’s Ilkay Gundogan contin-
ued his fine recent goalscoring form, col-
lecting the ball 10 minutes after the break
and drilling home a low shot.

Italy enjoy comeback
First-half goals from Domenico Berardi

and Ciro Immobile were enough for Italy
to ease past the Northern Ireland 2-0 in
their first World Cup match since their
humiliating failure to qualify for the 2018
tournament in Russia. Berardi scored his
fourth goal in five internationals after rac-
ing through to meet Alessandro Florenzi’s
defense-splitting pass before lashing the
opener past Bailey Peacock-Farrell from a
tight angle.

Immobile doubled the hosts’ lead in

Parma by ending a rapid counter-attack
with a near-post shot that squeezed home,
and despite an improved second-half per-
formance from the away side Italy easily
held on for the win. They sit second in
Group C, level on points with Switzerland
who beat Bulgaria 3-1.

James Ward-Prowse and Ollie Watkins
scored their first international goals as
England thumped San Marino 5-0, with
Dominic Calvert-Lewin hitting a brace and
stand-in captain Raheem Sterling also net-
ting in a comfortable win.

Robert Lewandowski struck with seven
minutes remaining in Budapest to earn
Poland a late point in a thrilling 3-3 draw
with Hungary. The visitors had already
come back once from two goals down to
level when Willi Orban put the hosts ahead
again in the 78th minute.

But Bayern striker Lewandowski lashed
home his side’s second leveler five minutes
later to earn a point. John McGinn’s stun-
ning overhead kick five minutes from time
rescued Scotland from a losing start to
their campaign in an entertaining 2-2 draw
with Austria. — AFP

SOLNA: Sweden’s forward Zlatan Ibrahimovic (center) and his teammates celebrate the
first goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 qualification football match Sweden v
Georgia in Solna, near Stockholm on Thursday. — AFP

Pressure on
Sagnol to revive
Georgian football
TBILISI: Zlatan Ibrahimovic was
not the only man making a return to
international football on Thursday
night. As the 39-year-old set up the
Viktor Claesson goal that saw
Sweden edge Georgia 1-0 in their
opening World Cup qualifier, Willy
Sagnol got a glimpse of the huge
task he let himself in for when he
agreed last month to take over as
Georgia coach. 

The 44-year-old former right-
back played 58 times for France
including the 2006 World Cup final
defeat to Italy, and began his mana-
gerial career in 2013 with the France
under-20 team. He then failed at
Bordeaux and has not been seen in a
management role since 2017, when
he was Bayern Munich’s interim boss.
Now, Sagnol is facing the double
challenge of not only creating a com-
petitive team but of convincing the
Georgian football public that he is
the man for the job. 

“Sagnol’s appointment astonished
everyone in Georgia,” football jour-
nalist Bidzina Baratashvili told AFP.
“He was a good footballer but has a
limited experience as a coach and
has not been professionally active for
several years.” Sagnol had cited
“family reasons” behind his decision
to retire temporarily from football,
but said he was “now fully concen-
trated on the mission in Georgia”.

The Frenchman told AFP that he
chose to take the job after the
Georgian football federation made
clear their “real desire” to have him
on board. “When you feel so much
desire, it motivates you even more,”
Sagnol told AFP. “And I also think

that the development project imple-
mented in the Georgian federation
for several years now is really worth
a shot.”

‘Minimum objective’
Sagnol faces a monumuntal task in

the World Cup qualifiers as, apart
from Zlatan’s Sweden, his team is also
grouped with Greece, Kosovo and
next opponents Spain. Only the
group winners qualify automatically.

“We are in a tough group,”
Sagnol said, adding that Georgia’s
football federation “has not given me
a specific objective for this qualify-
ing group. It is a federation which
wants to continue to grow, to contin-
ue to progress. We must have posi-
tive developments compared to
recent years.”

That appraisal, however, does not
quite chime with the words coming
from the federation whose vice-
president Alexandre Iashvili told
AFP that “the minimum objective (in
the group) is third place”. “The next
objective is to win in Group C of the
Nations League and then to play in
the European Championship,” said
Iashvili. — AFP

SOLNA: Georgia’s head coach Willy
Sagnol gives a press conference after
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 qualifi-
cation football match Sweden v
Georgia in Solna, near Stockholm on
Thursday. — AFP


