
UNHCR, Fiqh
Academy sign MoU
to alleviate plight 
of refugees 
KUWAIT: UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, and
the International Islamic Fiqh Academy (IIFA), an
entity of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC), signed recently a five-year Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) in efforts to support vulnera-
ble refugees and internally displaced persons
worldwide. The MoU was signed by Dr Koutoub

Moustafa Sano, Secretary General of IIFA and
UNHCR’s Senior Advisor on Islamic Philanthropy
and Representative to the Gulf Cooperation Council
Countries, Khaled Khalifa. 

The partnership between the two entities will
provide UNHCR with the necessary scholarly sup-
port and jurisprudential advice to further strength-
en its activities in the area of Islamic philanthropy.
This includes outlining Sharia provisions related to
the collection and distribution of Zakat and
Sadaqah funds for refugees and internally displaced
persons (IDPs) worldwide, in addition to issuing
necessary legal rulings, fatwas or statements in
relation to humanitarian and displacement emer-
gencies. Furthermore, IIFA will work together with
UNHCR to expand its network in OIC countries in
order to scale-up humanitarian solutions and help
alleviate the plight of the forcibly displaced.   

During the virtual signing ceremony, Dr Koutoub
Moustafa Sano, stated: “This collaboration is a new
opportunity to join the tremendous humanitarian
work the UN Refugee agency is doing. This mile-
stone marks the continuity of our work with
UNHCR in efforts to support as many vulnerable
refugees and displaced families as possible. We will
always urge Muslims to support refugees with their
Zakat and Sadaqah and remind them of the positive
impact of giving on the people in need, themselves,
and the entire community. The International Islamic
Fiqh Academy will continue, by all means, support-

ing the effort of the UN refugee agency until there
isn’t a single refugee worldwide.”

Khaled Khalifa said: “We at UNHCR would like
to express our sincere gratitude for the long-term
cooperation of IIFA and its unwavering commitment
to support the activities of UNHCR’s Refugee Zakat
Fund. Zakat and Sadaqah, among other forms of
Islamic philanthropy, hold vast potential to help
address pressing humanitarian issues, including the
refugee crisis, and plays a significant role in the
provision of lifesaving support to the most margin-
alized and vulnerable communities across the globe.
We look forward to working together with IIFA to
further unlock the power of Islamic philanthropy for
the benefit of those who have been forcibly dis-
placed worldwide.”

Since 2019, UNHCR’s Refugee Zakat Fund has
been effectively harnessing the power of Zakat (and
Sadaqah) to transform the lives of the world’s most
vulnerable displaced populations, especially in OIC
countries including  Yemen, Lebanon, Iraq, Jordan,
Egypt, Bangladesh, and Mauritania. The particular
provision of cash and goods assistance empowers
beneficiaries to address immediate needs including
shelter, food, education, healthcare and debt repay-
ment. The fund is backed by more than ten fatwas,
one of which was issued by IIFA in late 2020, and is
subject to strict governance, ensuring the utmost
transparency at every step - from donation to pro-
vision of assistance. 
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News in brief

Kuwait condemns Houthi attacks 

KUWAIT: Kuwait has condemned and
denounced, in the strongest terms, the Houthi
militia’s continued attacks on civilians and vital
areas in Saudi Arabia. The continuation, and
escalation, of these “terrorist attacks,” in spite of
a globally-backed initiative launched by Riyadh
to end the war in Yemen, “reflects the dangers of
the Houthi militia’s approach and its rejection of
peace,” read a ministry statement. Kuwait added
that this also illustrates the group’s refusal of
international humanitarian law and its reluctance
to end the war in Yemen. The Houthis insist on
endangering Saudi Arabia’s security and under-
mining the stability of the region as a whole,
threatening global energy supplies and the safe-
ty of international maritime navigation, said the
ministry. “This requires prompt and decisive
international action, to deter and put an end to
these actions,” it said. Kuwait underlined that it
extends its full support to Saudi Arabia and
backing of all measures Riyadh takes to preserve
security, stability and sovereignty. — KUNA

Oil price down

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti crude oil
dropped by 16 cents to reach $62.80 per barrel
on Friday from $62.96 pb a day prior, Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) said. Elsewhere,
the price of Brent Crude saw a $2.62 rise to
reach $64.57 pb as did West Texas
Intermediate, which increased by $2.41 to
$60.97 pb. — KUNA

LUXEMBOURG: Luxembourg and Kuwait signed
two agreements recently, one in the aviation area and
the other in the financial sector, that aim to further
strengthen bilateral relations between the two coun-
tries. The first agreement on air service was signed by
Luxembourg’s foreign minister Jean Asselborn and on
behalf of the State of Kuwait by its ambassador to
Belgium, Luxembourg, the European Union and
NATO, Jasem Al-Budaiwi. The second agreement on
the additional protocol to the bilateral tax treaty was
signed by Luxembourg’s finance minister Pierre
Gramegna and Budaiwi. “I am very pleased that we
sign this bilateral air service agreement today enhanc-
ing the already excellent bilateral relations,” said
Asselborn in statements to KUNA and Kuwait TV
after signing the agreement at Luxembourg’s foreign
ministry. The agreement will provide a very strong
legal framework to our national freight carrier
CargoLux which is already flying to Kuwait once a
week, he noted.

The additional protocol agreement provides
untapped opportunities that exist in the area of finan-
cial services including Islamic finance, said Asselborn.
He noted that in 2014 Luxembourg set up the first
Sukuk listed in the euro currency. “I have good hope
that these two agreements will substantially increase
trade opportunities between our two countries in
future,” he said. Asselborn also expressed praise and
appreciation for Kuwait’s important role in the Gulf
region and the Middle East. “Luxembourg appreciates
the constructive role Kuwait is playing in the Gulf
region and also in the Middle East. We are grateful for
Kuwait’s leadership in the reconstruction efforts for
Iraq and to its humanitarian assistance to UNRWA and
for the Syrian people, “ he said. “Kuwait was always a
very, very important mediator and also a very, very
important country in the region.”

“Bilateral relations between Kuwait and
Luxembourg have been excellent and they remain

excellent,” he said noting that in recent years the two
countries have exchanged high level visits and he
hoped that the visit will continue once the pandemic
crisis is over. Noting the passing away last year of His
Highness the late Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Asselborn said he had met
him several times. “He was a tireless advocate for
peace, for dialogue and for humanitarian action,” he
stressed. “He will be missed by all of us and I am con-
vinced that his legacy lives on thanks to his successor
His Highness Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah,” he added.

Meanwhile, Budaiwi said that these two agreements
are a milestone in the relationship between Kuwait and
Luxembourg. “We truly believe that both sides will
benefit from these two agreements,” he said. The addi-
tional protocol agreement, Kuwait as one of the major
countries in the world that has a Sovereign Fund and
depends on foreign investments, he said, provides safe-
ty and assurance to its investments outside Kuwait. He
noted that Luxembourg is considered to be one of the
major and important financial centers in the world.
“Also this agreement covers aspects that Luxembourg
provides in the sector of Islamic sukuk and in this
regard we are very happy and honored to cover this
aspect,” said Budaiwi. “We look forwarding to boost-
ing our financial relationship with Luxembourg in many
aspects,” he said.

On the aviation agreement, the Kuwait ambassador
said “it is a very important agreement that provides
two important goals for Kuwait.” The first one is to
boost aviation cooperation between Kuwait and
Luxembourg and that it is now regulated and that all
sides are benefiting from this aviation relationship. The
other goal that Kuwait achieved with this agreement is
that it is signed in compliance with EU regulations, he
said. Therefore this agreement will provide the basis
for Kuwait’s future aviation relations with the other 26
EU member states, he clarified. Another important

aspect is that Kuwait is now in the process of building
it’s state-of-the- art airport which will finish in the next
few years and will serve many airlines and millions of
passengers. So today’s agreement with Luxembourg
and with hopefully with other EU countries in the
future will provide with the aspects for Kuwait’s airport
according to international standards, added Budaiwi.

Pierre Gramegna in statements to KUNA and Kuwait
TV, expressed his happiness to have signed this “impor-
tant agreement” with Kuwait noting that financial serv-
ices are very important in Luxembourg. “We are in
terms of investments funds in the second largest place in
the world,” he said. “We have more than 120 banks in
Luxembourg and we are an important investment part-
ner for Kuwait and the other way round you have huge
reserves not only for oil but sovereign fund that is very
powerful and could use the expertise of our financial
sector,” said the Luxembourg finance minister. “Thanks
to the agreement that we made today our cooperation is
going to be very fruitful,” he added. — KUNA

Luxembourg, Kuwait sign agreements to
strengthen, expand bilateral relations

LUXEMBOURG: Kuwait’s ambassador Jasem Al-
Budaiwi  ( lef t )  and foreign minister  of
Luxembourg Jean Asselborn after signing the
aviation agreement. —KUNA

ABK receives 
appreciation
from UNHCR 
KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) recently
welcomed the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees’ (UNHCR) Head of Private Sector
Partnerships in Kuwait, Nader Al-Nakib, who handed a
token of appreciation to Fawzy Al-Thunayan, ABK’s
General Manager of Board Affairs, for the annual con-
tribution towards its 2020-2021 Regional Assistance
Plan. There are over 10 million Syrian and Iraqi inter-
nally displaced persons (IDPs) and refugees in Syria,
Iraq, Lebanon, Jordan and Egypt. For many, this was
the tenth consecutive winter in displacement, with fam-
ilies facing even greater hardships this year due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and its socio-economic impact.

The latest humanitarian contribution from ABK will
assist the UNHCR to provide the IDPs and refugees

with core relief items. In addition, the contribution will
aid in general maintenance and shelter including
weather-proofing and repairs. It will also be a pivotal
resource in the improvement of drainage systems and
other infrastructure fixtures in camps and informal set-
tlements. The partnership with UNHCR is closely
aligned with ABK’s continuous efforts to make a dif-
ference in the markets in which it operates. The bank
has previously participated in UNHCR’s ‘Warm their
Hearts’ campaign that supported UNHCR’s regional
response plan for winter 2019.

KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador to Kuwait met recently with Minister of Commerce and Industry Dr Abdullah
Al-Salman, and they discussed bilateral relations, ways of further enhancing and diversifying bilateral
trade and investments, as well as matters of mutual interest. 


