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News in brief
Egypt buries train crash dead 
 
TAHTA, Egypt: Egypt buried the dead yester-
day from a train collision that killed at least 19 
people and injured 185, according to a revised 
toll, as investigators probed the country’s latest 
deadly rail crash. Health Minister Hala Zayed 
told reporters that an initial toll of 32 killed in 
Friday’s crash was revised down, while the num-
ber of injured rose from 165. — AFP 

5 dead in Cairo bldg collapse  
 
CAIRO: Five people died and 24 were wounded 
yesterday as a building collapsed in the 
Egyptian capital. “The governorate’s crisis room 
was informed at 3:00 am of the collapse of a 
building consisting of a basement, a ground 
floor and nine (upper) floors,” in the Gesr Suez 
district near Heliopolis in the east of the city, the 
Cairo governorate said in a statement. — AFP 

Saudi oil terminal attacked 
 
RIYADH: A projectile attack sparked a fire at an 
oil terminal in Saudi Arabia’s Jizan province, the 
country’s energy ministry said Friday, strongly 
condemning the “cowardly attack”. On Thursday, 
the Saudi-led coalition said it intercepted several 
explosives-laden drones fired towards the king-
dom by Yemen’s Houthi rebels. — AFP  

Manila to go into lockdown 
 
MANILA: The Philippines announced that 
more than 24 million people in Metro Manila 
and four surrounding provinces will go into 
lockdown from tomorrow, as hospitals in the 
capital struggle to cope with a surge in coron-
avirus infections. People will have to work from 
home unless they are considered essential work-
ers and public transport will be halted. All mass 
gatherings will be banned, night-time curfews 
from 6:00 pm to 5:00 am will be enforced and 
non-essential businesses will be shut. — AFP 

Lebanon announces 24-hr curfew  
 
BEIRUT: Lebanese authorities on Friday 
announced a three-day lockdown over the 
Catholic Easter weekend in April to try to avoid 
another surge in coronavirus cases. Authorities 
announced a 24-hour curfew from April 3 until 
the morning of April 6 to cover the Catholic 
Easter holiday weekend. The government’s 
coronavirus taskforce warned against “gather-
ings at home and in closed places... during the 
upcoming holidays”. — AFP 

By Nawara Fattahova 
 
KUWAIT: When the Cabinet announced last week 
that schools will reopen in September, there was no 
mention of nurseries. After being closed for over a 
year, many nurseries in Kuwait went bankrupt and 
had to close, while others have fallen in debt waiting 
to reopen.  

There used to be around 500 nurseries in all of 
Kuwait’s governorates. According to a study by the 
Preschool Owners Forum (POF), 200 nurseries 
closed down in the previous year due to the volatile 
work environment, while 100 nurseries shut down 
due to the pandemic. The remaining 200 nurseries 
have been closed since last year and are struggling 
due to accumulating debts, and many may not sur-
vive if the closure lasts any longer. 

The number of children aged between 0 to 4 

years is 309,138, both Kuwaiti and of other national-
ities. Around 1,500 Kuwaiti employees work in nurs-
eries, which have 300 owners. If these businesses 
close, entrepreneurs and employees will have to be 
transferred to work in the public sector, which will 
cost the government over KD 13 million annually. 
Nurseries pay around KD 1,700,000 annually to the 
government in fees for licenses, work permits, resi-
dencies and others. They also pay around KD 2 mil-
lion for social security. 

The debts and financial losses of some nursery 
owners has reached hundreds of thousands of 
dinars. Hanan Al-Mudhahka owns two nurseries for 
disabled children, and estimates her losses have 
exceeded KD 300,000 already. “I employed a total 
of 70 employees in both my nurseries. I paid full 
salaries to my staff for a couple of months after the 
closure, as well as the rent, till I ran out of resources 

and was no longer able to do so. Other nursery own-
ers and I were not compensated by the government, 
and even banks refuse to give us loans,” she told 
Kuwait Times. 

Employees of nurseries are suffering too. “As I 
had no resources to pay salaries and rent, I was 
not able to renew the license of the nursery. As a 
result, I can’t renew the residency of the employ-
ees, and they are stuck without a job and without 
residency. They can’t work in other places as they 
don’t have residency, and they cannot leave the 
country as they haven’t received their indemnities,” 
explained Mudhahka.  

She blames this mess on the illogical decisions of 
the government. “The government allowed schools 
to reopen for the new academic year. But they didn’t 
think of the teachers and other employees who are 
supposed to start working from May. Where will 

they leave their kids? Why are nurseries not treated 
in the same way as schools? Also, the health ministry 
allowed nurseries for disabled children to reopen, 
but the ministry of social affairs didn’t allow this to 
happen, which is very weird,” she added.    

Maryam Fakhrou is another owner of a nursery, 
whose losses have reached over KD 90,000. “I had 
14 employees at my nursery, which opened in 
January 2017. This closure due to the pandemic hit 
our business strongly, and I couldn’t continue paying 
salaries. Many of my staff left the nursery, although I 
paid for their training courses and they got certifi-
cates, as well as their residency fees,” she noted. 

Fakhrou hasn’t received any compensation. “The 
government didn’t compensate me for the closure, so I 
filed a case at the court. Also, the landlord didn’t relieve 
me from paying the rent or at least give a discount.  
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Nurseries struggle to stay 
afloat as closure drags on

No respite for owners, employees • Children, parents suffering too

KUWAIT: Internet services in Kuwait were sub-
jected to a severe slowdown yesterday after three 
cables were severed as a result of road develop-
ment works in Umm Al-Haiman, Nuwaiseeb, Zour, 
Jahra and Salmi, which led to the disruption of near-
ly 60 percent of the country’s Internet services. The 
Communication and Information Technology 
Regulatory Authority (CITRA) said emergency 
teams from the authority’s international connections 
department were present at the sites.  

Director of the International Connections 
Department Jamal Sadiq told KUNA that there is 
joint coordination between the emergency teams, 
ministry of services and approved contractors to 
repair the cables as soon as possible. Late yester-
day, the authority announced all the cables had 
been repaired. 

Head of CITRA’s communication sector Fahad 
Al-Fahad confirmed in a statement to KUNA that 
the authority seeks to reform Internet connectivity. 
A new local cable system will help avoid cuts in the 
future and reduce pressure on the Internet during 
peak hours, he added. CITRA, established in 2014, 
is responsible for overseeing the telecommunica-
tions sector, monitoring and protecting the interests 
of users and service providers and regulating the 
services of telecommunication networks in the 
country. — KUNA  

Cables severed  
during roadworks  
disrupt Internet 

KUWAIT: Three Internet cables were severed due to 
roadworks yesterday. 

ISMAILIYA: A farmer harvests grass for cattle in front of the Taiwan-owned MV 
‘Ever Given’ container ship lodged sideways and impeding all traffic across the 
Suez Canal yesterday. — AFP 

Saudi volunteers guide stranded dolphins by hand to move them from shallow sandy beaches into deeper waters of the 
Red Sea on Friday. — AFP photos

SUEZ: Egypt’s Suez Canal chief said 
yesterday that “technical or human 
errors” could be behind the ground-
ing of a huge container ship blocking 
the vital waterway, causing a backlog 
of over 300 vessels. Osama Rabie, 
head of the Suez Canal Authority, told 
reporters in Suez that the ship could 
possibly be afloat again by today 
night. 

The crisis has crippled global sup-
ply chains, forcing companies to con-
sider the expensive option of re-rout-
ing vessels around the southern tip of 

Africa. Officials had previously 
blamed 40-knot gusts and a sand-
storm that impeded visibility, but 
Rabie said yesterday that “strong 
winds and weather factors were not 
the main reasons for the ship’s 
grounding - there may have been 
technical or human errors”. 

But he sounded an optimistic note 
when asked when the vessel might be 
freed. “We could finish today or 
tomorrow (Saturday or Sunday), 
depending on the ship’s responsive-
ness” to tides, he said. Billions of dol-
lars-worth of cargo are now stalled at 
either end of the vital shipping lane 
linking Asia and Europe.  

That has forced cargo firms to 
decide whether to wait it out or take 
the longer, more expensive route 
around the Cape of Good Hope - at 
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Human error  
seen in Suez  
ship grounding

RIYADH: More than 40 dolphins 
beached in northwest Saudi Arabia due to 
heavy winds and unstable weather have 
been rescued but seven others died, offi-
cial news agency SPA said Friday. SPA 
said they had been driven into shallow 
waters and ashore this week in Khor al-
Thuqba on the Red Sea. Environment 
ministry staff, border guards, municipality 
workers, civil defense members and vol-
unteers took part in the rescue, SPA said, 
guiding and moving the dolphins by hand 
from white sandy beaches into deeper 
waters. — AFP 

Saudis rescue 
40 dolphins


