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CERRO PELADO, Uruguay: Rotating cattle to
keep the grass long, synching cows’ pregnancies
and improving bovine diet are just some of the
tactics Uruguayan farmers are using to mitigate
the impact of cattle on climate change. There are
four cows for each person in Uruguay, the South
American country of 3.4 million people where
agriculture accounts for 75 percent of green-
house gas emissions.

A large part of that comes from the methane
emitted by cattle, meaning Uruguay has no
choice but to focus on livestock if it wants to
combat global warming. Cattle methane, which
accounts for 62 percent of emissions, “weighs
heavily on climate change,” said Cecilia Jones,
the livestock ministry’s coordinator on the issue.

Looking out across a group of 20 cows at a
farm in the southeastern Lavalleja department,
Rosa Correa remarked that “all these need to get
pregnant.” Her farm is one of 62 taking part in a
livestock and climate initiative launched by
Uruguay in 2020 to help reduce direct and indi-
rect emissions, sequester carbon in the soil and
reverse land deterioration. The program, made
possible with help from the UN’s Food and Agri-
culture Organization (FAO) and funding from the
Global Environment Facility, is meant to increase
productivity “through smart climate practices,”
Soldeda Bergos, the initiative’s coordinator, said.

Sustainable productivity 
Synchronizing mating and pregnancies as

well as the weaning of calves are some of the
practices that Correa, 56, and her husband Ale-
jandro Rodriguez, 55, began implementing based
on advice from the FAO. It’s “one of the ways to
increase productivity in a sustainable way,” said
Correa, since more kilograms (pounds) of meat
are produced when more calves can be birthed
from the same herd. The couple and their two
daughters manage an 800-hectare (1,975-acre)
farm that has been in the family for 35 years. “In
Uruguay livestock has been the mainstay of agri-
culture for 400 years, and it’s mainly produced
on natural fields,” said Bergos.

Although only eight percent of the globe is
covered by productive temperate grasslands,
that figure is 50 percent in Uruguay, which Ber-
gos described as a paradise for livestock farming
and a “valuable resource.” Uruguay has little in-
dustry and so relies heavily on its meat exports,
particularly beef, with more than 2.2 million cat-
tle slaughtered in 2019, according to the national
meat institute.

The country exported more than 330,000
tons of beef that year, worth more than $1.8 bil-
lion and representing 83.4 percent of the coun-
try’s meat exports. Much of that meat is
exported to China, the United States and Brazil.

Uruguayans also consume more beef per
person per year than anywhere else in the world
at almost 48 kilograms (105 pounds). Many were
angered several weeks ago when Us billionaire
philanthropist Bill Gates said that rich countries

should eat synthetic meat to combat climate
change.“There are people who say ‘cattle don’t
pollute, other things pollute much more.’ That’s
true, but we have to try not to contaminate any-
thing,” said Correa. —AFP 

Beef-addicted Uruguay aiming 
to make farming more greener

Farmers resorting to new tactics to mitigate impact of cattle on climate change

Rosa Correa herds cows to be vaccinated against foot-and-mouth disease in a field in Cerro Pelado, Lavalleja
Department, 160 km northeast of Montevideo, Uruguay. —AFP

Yellen defends IMF 
reserve increase 
aimed at poor nations
WASHINGTON: US Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen on Wednesday defended the IMF’s move to
boost its reserve offerings, calling the increased
aid a “joint effort” to help the poorest nations hit
by COVID-19. IMF Managing Director Kristalina
Georgieva on Tuesday said the fund wants to in-
crease its allocation of special drawings rights
(SDR) by $650 billion with the aim of safeguard-
ing the financial health of impoverished countries.
Yellen defended the raise in response to questions
from lawmakers on the Senate Banking Committee
who were concerned the money would aid rich
countries that don’t need it, including Washing-
ton’s rivals.

“I would say that the current crisis has in-
creased the need for global reserves, and that’s
the IMF’s assessment. The global economy suf-
fered a very severe, severe collapse in 2020,”
Yellen said in testimony alongside Federal Reserve
Chair Jerome Powell.

“This allocation will help countries meet this
need for reserves.” Yellen added that many coun-
tries intend to forgo their SDR increase in favor of
poor countries, which would magnify the impact of
the new allocations. Georgieva will submit her pro-
posal to the IMF Board in June, which if approved

would be the first SDR increase since 2009, amid
the downturn caused by the global financial crisis.

Global minimum tax 
Finance ministers from the G7 richest countries,

including the United States, agreed last week to
support the IMF move. SDRs, created by the Inter-
national Monetary Fund in 1969, play an influential
role in global finance and help governments protect
their financial reserves against global currency
fluctuations. It is also used as the basis of loans
from the IMF’s crucial crisis-lending facilities.
While not a true currency itself-there are no SDR
coins or banknotes-the IMF uses it to calculate its
loans to needy countries, and to set the interest
rates on those loans. Yellen also reiterated com-
ments she’d made in testimony before the House on
Tuesday indicating President Joe Biden is in favor
of hiking US corporate taxes to 28 percent as he
looks for ways to fund administration priorities like
an infrastructure bill.

However, she said any increase would best be
done alongside an Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) agreement on
a global minimum tax rate to protect the US busi-
ness environment. “We, at this point, collect only a
tiny amount of revenue through the corporate tax,
less than one percent of GDP, and, I believe it is ap-
propriate to raise the tax rate, but we need to
worry about the competitiveness of American
firms,” Yellen said. “I think it would be important to
make sure that it is done in the context of a global
agreement.” —AFP

Forests, soil may 
not keep pace with 
CO2 emissions
PARIS: The world is counting too heavily
on soil and plants to soak up planet-rav-
aging carbon pollution, researchers cau-
tioned Wednesday. Climate projections
mistakenly assume that land and what grows
on it are able to absorb the CO2 humanity
loads into the atmosphere, they reported in
the journal Nature. 

In reality, there’s a trade-off.  “Either soil
or plants, but not both, will absorb more CO2
as carbon levels rise,” lead author Cesar Ter-
rer, a researcher at Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory in California, told AFP. It is
tempting, he said, to hang hopes on super-
charged plant growth and massive tree-
planting campaigns to reduce CO2 produced
by burning fossil fuels, agriculture and de-
stroying forests.

But researchers said that when elevated
carbon dioxide levels boost forest and grass-
land growth, the accumulation of CO2 in soil
slows down.

“Soils store more carbon worldwide than
is contained in all plant biomass,” said senior
author Rob Jackson, a professor at Stanford’s
School of Earth, Energy and Environmental

Sciences. So far, Earth’s terrestrial ecosys-
tems have kept pace with rapidly increasing
CO2 emissions, consistently absorbing some
30 percent even as those emissions have
more than doubled over the last 50 years.
Oceans have also syphoned off a steady 20-
odd percent of CO2 pollution during the
same period. 

Without these natural sponges, the
amount of CO2 in the atmosphere today
might be double preindustrial levels, enough
to heat up the planet’s surface by four to six
degrees Celsius, according to a new genera-
tion of climate models. With only 1.1C of
warming so far, the planet has seen a
crescendo of deadly heatwaves, flooding and
other extreme weather.

The new study adds to growing evidence
that the terrestrial carbon sink is weaker than
once thought.

Terrer and colleagues analyzed data from
more than 100 published experiments on soil
carbon levels, plant growth and CO2 concen-
trations, which have risen by half since pre-
industrial times.

They were surprised by the results. “It
proved much harder than expected to in-
crease both plant growth and carbon
soil,” said Jackson. Researchers found
that soils only accumulated more carbon
in experiments where plant growth re-
mained fairly steady, despite high levels
of CO2 in the air. — AFP


