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Parts of an Aero L-13 Blanik airplane are pictured. A boy looks at an old small plane at the Aviation Museum in Riga. A Let Z-37 Cmelak aircraft (OK-ZKC) is pictured.

Pricey relocation 
The collection also has deactivated

Russian anti-aircraft missiles and Polish,
Czech and Ukrainian civil aircraft, as well as
remnants of World War II planes such as
German Messerschmitt fighters. There is
also the blade of a propeller plane from
1927 — an example of Latvia’s own aviation

construction industry, which did not survive
World War II. The planes are on a plot of
land owned by the airport that will be house
a new hangar and control tower, with only a
fence separating the museum from the con-
temporary planes of Latvian carrier
airBaltic. The museum saw a drop in visitors
because of the pandemic but Talpas said
they were returning as the restrictions allow
visits to open-air facilities.

Airport spokeswoman Laura Kulakova
told Latvijas Radio 1 that the airport was
offering to transport the collection to a dif-
ferent part of the airport. But Talpas said he
had refused so far because the location
proposed would only be accessible from
the runway, not from public roads, and
tourists would not be able to visit. Talpas
said he had received offers to host the
museum but, since none of the aircraft are
airworthy, transport would cost at least
200,000 euros ($238,000) “and that amount
of money we simply do not have”. — AFP 

Museum owner Viktors Talpas poses for photos
in the cockpit of an old Mi-6 military cargo heli-
copter.

A Mikoyan Gurevich MiG 21ST
airplane is pictured.

Engine parts of aircrafts are pictured
at the Aviation Museum in Riga.

Old aircrafts are pictured at the Aviation
Museum in Riga.


