
Freedom Fighters 
provide security 
to Minneapolis 
Black community
MINNEAPOLIS, US: Armed with AR-15 rifles
and sporting bulletproof vests, members of the
Minnesota Freedom Fighters (MNFF), a Black self-
defense group formed after the death of George
Floyd, describe themselves as a “bridge” between
the police and the African-American community.
“We’re trying to show the world that we can pro-
tect our people also with arms and weapons and
be trustworthy,” Randy Chrisman, a 30-year-old
MNFF member, told AFP.

“Basically we want to change the narrative of
Black people carrying weapons,” said Chrisman,
who has been patrolling Minneapolis since last
summer, when Floyd died while being arrested by
a white police officer. The officer, Derek Chauvin,
was seen on video with his knee on the neck of
Floyd, a 46-year-old Black man, for nearly nine

minutes. Chauvin is currently on trial charged with
murder and manslaughter and faces up to 40 years
in prison if convicted of the most serious charge.
Floyd’s death sparked weeks of anti-racism
protests in Minneapolis and riots and looting which
destroyed a number of downtown businesses and
a police precinct. In a mission statement on their
Facebook page, the MNFF described itself as “an
elite security unit dedicated to protect the citizens
and businesses of the Minneapolis urban areas.

“Our objective is not to be the police, but
the bridge to link the police and the community
together,” it says. “We’re tired of being looked

at as gang members because we have guns,”
said Chrisman, a father of two children who
works as a personal care assistant. “We’re tired
of being looked at like the enemy because of
our skin color.

“When George Floyd happened, that’s when we
knew for a fact that we had to protect the commu-
nity,” Chrisman said. “We were getting calls saying
that white supremacists were going to come in and
pretty much destroy the whole community,” he
said. “They are going to set businesses on fire, they
are going to break windows. They are going to
vandalize the whole community.”— AFP
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WAASHINGTON: Two US mass shootings in a
week have thrust back to the fore the nation’s
plague of gun violence, which worsened during the
pandemic and may have been further fueled by
spiking firearm sales in 2020. The two separate
bursts of killing, on opposite sides of the country,
claimed a total of 18 lives and confronted the nation
anew with a painful problem that was obscured by
the virus’s out-of-control spread. In the midst of
the pandemic that has killed 545,000 in the United
States-the world’s worst absolute toll-cities around
the country recorded worrying jumps in gun-re-
lated deaths last year. Firearms were used to kill
43,535 people in 2020, including 19,379 homi-
cides-a roughly 25 percent jump in homicides over
2019, according to figures from the Gun Violence
Archive.  The group counted 611 “mass shootings,”
defined as four people wounded or killed in one in-
cident, in 2020 against 417 for the previous year in
the United States.

Over the last year, communities have suffered
not only from COVID-19 and its financial aftermath,
but also from gun violence, a co-occurring public
health crisis that has surged in all its forms,” Robyn
Thomas, executive director of Giffords Law Center
to Prevent Gun Violence, told the US Senate on
Tuesday.  As the United States was battered by the
coronavirus, the nation was also rocked by a his-
toric mass movement against police violence that
was sparked after African-American George Floyd
suffocated under a white officer’s knee.

In the midst of these twin crises, sales of
firearms soared last spring. A Washington Post
study said 23 million guns were purchased in 2020,
with 2.5 million sold in June alone. “When Ameri-

cans are concerned about their personal security,
they buy firearms,” a Brookings Institute study said
in July.

“Such concerns have been rampant since March
(2020), initially due to the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic and then the social unrest in June that
followed George Floyd’s killing,” it added.

Uphill political battle 
A poll from the Pew Research Center reported

that some 41 percent of adult Americans in 2017
said they lived in a home where there was at least
one firearm. In this context, gun control is a divisive

and politically explosive issue in the United States,
where the right to possess firearms is among the
freedoms of speech and religion in the nation’s
founding texts.

The question of more restrictions generally
emerges after the horrifically recurrent mass
killings, but national lawmakers have not approved
any major reforms in years. Following the March 16
rampage that killed eight people at spas in the At-
lanta-area and the deadly shooting of 10 people at
a Boulder supermarket on Monday, new calls were
raised to tighten US gun laws.

Background checks and waiting periods to fi-
nalize purchases are some of the controls advo-
cates have urged. The Atlanta gunman bought his
weapon the day of the killing and the Boulder
shooter purchased his just days before the vio-
lence. “It’s worth asking if waiting periods could’ve
prevented this tragedy in Georgia,” Igor Volsky, di-
rector of advocacy group Guns Down America,
wrote on Twitter the day after the Atlanta shoot-
ings. “Waiting periods for possession of firearms
prevent impulsive, volatile acts of gun violence,” he
added. In the wake of the latest violence, President
Joe Biden called for tighter restrictions-something
that about 60 percent of Americans said they sup-
ported in a 2019 Pew Research poll. Guns, however,
are a highly partisan issue in the United States with
Democrats frequently advocating for stricter rules
and Republicans opposed. 

Though Democrats hold the White House and
the House of Representatives, they do not have
enough seats in the Senate to push through gun
legislation without convincing some Republicans
to join them.—AFP

Pandemic-hit US confronted 
anew by mass shootings

Firearms used to kill 43,535 people in 2020, including 19,379 homicides

DELRAY BEACH, Florida: Austin Title handles a
weapon as he visits WEX Gunworks on Wednesday
in Delray Beach, Florida.— AFP

Harris put in 
charge of 
migrant influx 
WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden on
Wednesday tasked Vice President Kamala
Harris with tackling an influx of migrants on the
Mexican border, aiming to take charge of a sit-
uation that has energized opponents of the new
administration. “I can think of nobody who is
better qualified to do this,” Biden said at a
White House meeting with Harris and other top
officials as thousands flee violence in impover-
ished Central America. “When she speaks, she
speaks for me,” Biden said, adding: “I give you
a tough job.”

Harris said there was “no question that this
is a challenging situation.”

It marks the first time that Biden has as-
signed a specific portfolio to Harris, who is seen
as representing a younger generation in the
Democratic Party and has been constantly at
his side since they entered office on January
20. The administration also announced that the
San Diego Convention Center would become
the latest shelter for the rising number of mi-
grant children and it sent a team to tour an ex-
isting facility in Texas.

The convention center will accommodate
up to 1,400 children, said a spokesperson for
the Office of Refugee Resettlement. In a sign
of shifting national focus, the San Diego center
until recently had been repurposed for the
COVID-19 pandemic as a homeless shelter that
permits social distancing between beds.
Speaking earlier to CBS News, Harris acknowl-
edged that the United States needed to speed
up its processing of migrants’ asylum claims
and care better for them.

“It’s a huge problem. I’m not going to pre-
tend it’s not,” Harris said in the interview.

But she said that the administration, in office
for less than 100 days, needed to repair a
structure torn apart by former president Don-
ald Trump, who rose to power on an aggressive
anti-immigration agenda. “We have to recon-
struct it. It’s not going to happen overnight,”
Harris said of the immigration system. She also
vowed a greater effort to address the “root
causes” of the border situation-helping the so-
called Northern Triangle of Guatemala, Hon-
duras and Nicaragua so its people do not feel
they need to flee. The Washington Post, in an
analysis looking at data, said there in fact has
been no “surge” of migrants entering the
United States, with recent numbers in line with
seasonal norms before the pandemic. —AFP

Minnesota Freedom Fighters (MNFF) member Step Child (R) (who doesn’t want to have his real name published) 44,
an IT operator from North Minneapolis, looks out of a window at his home, flanked by partner Erin Brennan, 49 (left),
and step-daughter Mila Duron, 13, in Minneapolis. — AFP


