
BRUSSELS: US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken vowed a new approach to work closer
with allies, promising Washington would not
force them to take sides against China.

“When our allies shoulder their fair share of
the burden, they’ll reasonably expect to have a
fair say in making decisions,” Blinken said at
NATO headquarters in Brussels. “We will honor
that-that begins with consulting our friends,
early and often.”

The wide-ranging speech on his first official
trip to Europe marked a dramatic shift under
President Joe Biden from the combative ap-
proach of predecessor Donald Trump.  It comes
a day before Biden joins a video summit with EU
leaders to press home the message that his ad-
ministration wants to rebuild transatlantic ties. 

Biden is keen to take a multilateral approach
as he looks to enlist NATO allies and the EU in
a united front of democracies to the authoritar-
ian challenge of China. “The United States won’t
force our allies into an ‘us-or-them’ choice with
China,” Blinken said.  America’s top diplomat in-
sisted “there’s no question that China’s coercive
behavior threatens our collective security and
prosperity”. 

“But that doesn’t mean countries can’t work
with China where possible, for example on cli-
mate change and health security.”

EU-US China ‘dialogue’ 
The US and EU took a first step towards

joint action against Beijing by unveiling syn-
chronized sanctions on Monday over the
crackdown on the Uyghurs in China. But Brus-
sels irritated Biden’s team by agreeing an in-
vestment deal with Beijing weeks before he
took office. Blinken said Washington wants to
work with partners to “close the gaps in areas
like technology and infrastructure, where Bei-
jing is exploiting to exert coercive pressure.”

“We will rely on innovation, not ultima-
tums,” he said. Blinken and EU foreign policy
chief Josep Borrell announced after a meeting
that the two sides were restarting a formal “di-
alogue on China” to discuss their approach to
Beijing. Borrell said that would involve meet-
ings of senior officials and experts on issues
including economic interests, human rights, se-
curity and climate change. 

The US is also seeking to stand together
with allies in the face of a more assertive Rus-
sia. Blinken raised Washington’s potential sanc-
tions over the controversial Nord Stream 2 gas
pipeline project between Russia and Germany
in a meeting with Berlin’s top diplomat Heiko
Maas.  On the contentious issue of defense
spending, Trump repeatedly harangued
wealthy NATO members like Germany to reach

a target of two percent of gross domestic
product. 

Blinken said this goal remained “crucial”,
but softened Washington’s approach by admit-
ting that allies could “shoulder their share of
the burden in different ways”. “No single num-

ber fully captures a country’s contribution to
defending our collective security,” he said.

There appeared also to be a message for
NATO members such as Turkey where the
government has been accused of clamping
down on the opposition and rights. —AFP 
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Virginia becomes first
southern US state to
abolish death penalty
WASHINGTON: Virginia on Wednesday became the first south-
ern US state to abolish the death penalty and the 23rd state in the
country to end capital punishment. Democratic Governor Ralph
Northam signed legislation repealing the death penalty in Virginia,
saying it was “the moral thing to do.” Virginia is the first of the
southern states that made up the Confederacy during the 1861-
65 US Civil War to eliminate capital punishment.

Virginia has carried out more executions-nearly 1,400 — than
any other of the 50 US states since its founding as a colony in the
early 1600s. Northam signed the bill ending the death penalty at
the Greensville Correctional Center in Jarratt, Virginia, which
houses the state’s execution chamber.

A total of 102 people have been executed at Greensville since
it opened in 1991. Virginia last carried out an execution in 2017.
“Signing this new law is the right thing to do,” Northam said. “It
is the moral thing to do to end the death penalty in the Common-
wealth of Virginia.”

“Virginia’s history-we have much to be proud of-but not the
history of capital punishment,” he said.

The governor described the use of the death penalty in Virginia
as “fundamentally flawed” and racially biased. “Virginia has come
within days of executing innocent people, and Black defendants
have been disproportionately sentenced to death,” he said. 

“We know that the system doesn’t always get it right,” he said.
“We can’t give out the ultimate punishment without being 100
percent sure that we’re right.” Northam said that in the 20th cen-

tury, 296 of the 377 defendants executed in Virginia for murder
were Black.

He cited studies that found a defendant is more than three
times as likely to be sentenced to death if the victim of a crime is
white than if the victim is Black. The European Union applauded
what it called the latest step in a growing trend to abandon capital
punishment. “The death penalty is incompatible with human dig-
nity and the right to life, constitutes inhuman and degrading treat-
ment, and does not have any proven deterrent effect,” the bloc
said in a statement.

The Virginia House of Delegates voted 57-41 last month to end
capital punishment, two days after the state Senate approved a
similar bill. Virginia has conducted the second-most executions
after Texas since the US Supreme Court reinstated the death
penalty in 1976. — AFP

BRUSSELS: Belgian Foreign Affairs Minister Sophie Wilmes (left) welcomes US Secretary of State Antony Blinken
for a meeting in Brussels yesterday. — AFP

Blinken offers shared vision to 
US allies in U-turn on Trump

Brussels irritates Biden’s team by agreeing an investment deal with Beijing

Mexico reports rising
numbers of migrants
MEXICO CITY: Mexican authorities said Wednesday that they
had detected a nationwide increase in the number of undocumented
migrants so far this year, including nearly 1,300 unaccompanied
children. The rise coincides with an influx at the Mexican-US bor-
der of migrants, many of whom are fleeing economic crisis, crime
and environmental devastation in Central America.

The National Migration Institute (NMI) said that 31,492 mi-
grants had been identified around Mexico between January 1 and
March 21, mostly from Honduras and other Central American na-
tions. That marked an increase of 4,779, or around 18 percent, com-
pared with the same period of last year.

Mexican authorities usually send undocumented migrants to de-
tention centers for eventual deportation. More than 3,400 minors
were among those detected in checks of locations such as high-
ways, roads, airports and freight trains, the NMI said. Of those,
1,297 were traveling alone and are now in the care of the govern-
ment, it added. Mexico announced last week that it would step up
security along its southern frontier with Guatemala to stop child
migrants crossing on their way to the United States. US President
Joe Biden’s opponents have seized on the influx to accuse him of
creating a “crisis” at the border with a naive immigration stance. 

Roberta Jacobson, US coordinator for the southern border, held
talks with Mexican officials and urged migrants not to travel to the
United States. “Do not come to the border. The border is closed,”
she said in a message issued by the US Embassy in Mexico City.
“People who intend to travel to the United States in an irregular
fashion run the risk of becoming victims of crime and human smug-
glers,” Jacobson said. — AFP

In this file photo a guard walks up to the entrance of the Greensville
Correctional Center in Jarratt, Virginia. — AFP


