
BENGHAZI, Libya: Libyan militia leader Mah-
moud Al-Werfalli, wanted by the International
Criminal Court for alleged war crimes, was shot
dead in the eastern city of Benghazi on Wednes-
day, security sources said. Werfalli, a member of
forces loyal to eastern military strongman Khal-
ifa Haftar, was “shot dead with his cousin,
Ayman, when unidentified gunmen opened fire
on his car,” said one source who requested
anonymity.

The pair were seriously wounded, before
being pronounced dead on arrival at Benghazi
Medical Centre, located near the scene of the
shooting, another security source said. The ICC
issued a first warrant for Werfalli’s arrest in Au-
gust 2017, accusing him of having ordered or
personally carried out seven separate rounds of
executions of 33 people in 2016 and 2017.

In July 2018, the ICC issued a second arrest
warrant for Werfalli for his “alleged responsibil-
ity for murder as a war crime”. The court said he

“allegedly shot dead 10 persons in front of the
Bi’at al-Radwan Mosque” in Benghazi on Janu-
ary 24 that year. Born in 1978, Werfalli was a
commander of the Al-Saiqa brigade, an elite unit
that defected from Libya’s military during the
2011 uprising that toppled Muammar Gaddafi.

Meanwhile, The foreign ministers of France,
Germany and Italy were in Tripoli to meet their
Libyan counterpart yesterday in a show of sup-
port for the war-torn country’s newly formed
unity government. The joint visit by French For-
eign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian, Germany’s
Heiko Maas and Italy’s Luigi Di Maio comes 10
days after the formation of an interim govern-
ment to lead Libya to December elections. Oil-
rich Libya descended into chaos after Kadhafi
was toppled and killed in a 2011 NATO-backed
uprising, resulting in multiple forces vying for
power. Fighting only came to a halt last summer,
and a formal ceasefire in October was followed
by the establishment of a new Government of

National Unity (GNU) led by interim Prime
Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah.

The new transitional executive emerged from
a complex UN-sponsored process launched in
November, and its members were confirmed by
Libya’s parliament on March 10.

The country had been divided between two
rival administrations: the UN-recognized Gov-
ernment of National Accord (GNA) based in
Tripoli, and its rival in the east loyal to military
strongman Khalifa Haftar. Libya’s population of
seven million, sitting atop Africa’s largest proven
crude oil reserves, faces a dire economic crisis
with soaring unemployment, crippling inflation
and endemic corruption. Another key challenge
will be ensuring the departure of an estimated
20,000 mercenaries and foreign fighters still in
the country, whose presence Dbeibah has called
“a stab in our back”.

UN chief Antonio Guterres said he “remains
deeply concerned” that “foreign elements” con-

tinue to operate in the North African country, in
a report discussed by Security Council mem-
bers on Wednesday. —AFP
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This file photo taken on January 26, 2017 shows Mah-
moud Mustafa Busayf Al-Werfalli, a senior Libyan mili-
tary commander suspected of involvement in the deaths
of 33 people in the war-torn city of Benghazi. — AFP

Half of Israelis 
fully vaccinated,
Palestinians lag
JERUSALEM: More than half of Israel’s
9.2 million people have received both
doses of the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine
against COVID-19, the health ministry
said yesterday. With more than 4.6 million
residents vaccinated, Israel continues its
world-beating campaign that sent infec-
tion rates plummeting and allowed for
some limited loosening of restrictions. 

In this week’s general election, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu emphasized
his drive to obtain vaccines from pharma-
ceutical giant Pfizer in exchange for data
on its effects.  Voters rewarded Ne-
tanyahu’s Likud with the most seats of any
party, though his path to a majority coali-
tion remains unclear.  Israel has had three
lockdowns and 6,157 deaths from the
coronavirus pandemic. Public frustration
grew at the uneven enforcement of health
restrictions among the ultra-Orthodox
population. 

As of yesterday, the percent positivity
rate was 1.1 percent, a drop from nearly 6
percent a month ago, according to the
health ministry.  In addition, there were 482
patients in serious condition yesterday,
compared to more than 800 in late Febru-
ary. Vaccines are going far slower in areas
controlled by the Palestinian Authority,
which has relied on donations and limited
supplies from Israel.   Human rights groups
and some Democratic US lawmakers have

called on Israel to offer vaccines to all
Palestinians in the territories under Israeli
control.

Israel vaccinated more than 100,000
Palestinian workers with permits to enter
Israel or Jewish settlements in the West
Bank.  Earlier in March, the Palestinian Au-
thority received 60,000 doses of the
Pfizer/BioNTech and AstraZeneca vac-
cines, which were delivered via the Covax
program of the United Nations. 

Palestinian officials said that health
workers, people over 75 and patients with

kidney disease or cancer could get the
vaccine. The UN says it plans to deliver
enough doses to inoculate another million
Palestinians via the Covax program. Pales-
tinians have also received about 60,000
doses of the Russian Sputnik V vaccine
from the United Arab Emirates, and they
are set to receive a further 100,000 Chi-
nese vaccine doses as well. The Palestinian
health ministry said 1,910 people have died
from the coronavirus in the occupied West
Bank and another 593 in the blockaded
Gaza Strip. — AFP

WEST BANK: Elderly Palestinians receive doses of the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine, provided by the
Palestinian health ministry, at a vaccination clinic in the city of Hebron in the occupied West Bank on
Wednesday. —AFP

Evidence emerges 
of ‘brand new’ 
physics at CERN
PARIS: Scientists believe they may have discovered a
“brand-new force of nature” at CERN’s Large Hadron Col-
lider that could explain why certain atomic particles behave
unexpectedly and which may transform our understanding
the rudiments of physics. Authors of the research said this
week that their results should “get physicists’ hearts beating
just a little faster” after they discovered evidence of a
“brand-new” type of particle. 

Since its inception over a decade ago, the Large Hadron
Collider (LHC) has sought to delve into the secrets of the uni-
verse by studying the smallest discreet particles of matter as
they collide at nearly the speed of light. Aside from the dis-
covery of the Higgs Boson - a previously theoretical particle
that gives matter mass - the project has so far failed to shed
much light on how the building blocks of matter function.

According to the standard model of particle physics, par-
ticles known as quarks, many of which are unstable and exist
only for a split-second, can form heavier particles such as
protons and neutrons. Quarks can also decay into other par-
ticles known as leptons - including so-called “beauty”
quarks - which were discovered at the LHCb in 2014.

The anomaly spotted at the time was that the quarks ap-
peared to also decay into another type of lepton - muons -
less often than they decayed into electrons. The standard
model predicts that beauty quarks would decay into muons
at the same rate as they do into electrons. “The only way
these decays could happen at different rates is if some never-
before-seen particles were getting involved in the decay and
tipping the scales against muons,” wrote the authors of this
week’s research on The Conversation site. — AFP 


