
ATHENS: Greece yesterday celebrated 200
years since the start of its independence war
with the Ottoman Empire with parades and
ceremonies attended by foreign dignitaries,
though the pandemic forced officials to scale
back events. “Today the nation celebrates,”
Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis said as the
Greek flag was solemnly raised over the
Acropolis in Athens.

“Two centuries ago, a handful of determined
fighters in and outside Greece raised the banner
of independence... with the help of their allies,
they fought heroically and won their freedom,”
he said, ahead of events planned all over Greece
and among diaspora communities overseas.

In a sunny interlude to cloudy weather that
later turned to snow, a parade of tanks, ar-
tillery and overflying jets and helicopters
marked the occasion in the capital, alongside
mounted troops and children in traditional
costumes from the 1821 conflict and other
wars. French Rafales and American F-16s were
part of the show, while a cannon on Lycabet-
tus Hill overlooking Athens had earlier fired a
salute of 21 shots.

‘Wellspring of Western civilization’ 
Security was tight, with 4,000 police, drones

and snipers deployed in Athens, a police source
said. Owing to the coronavirus pandemic, no
spectators are allowed to attend the parade
aside from a small number of reporters. Russian
Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin, Britain’s
Prince Charles, Cyprus President Nicos Anas-
tasiades and French Defence Minister Florence
Parly had earlier placed wreaths at the Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier, Greece’s foremost military
monument. US President Joe Biden and French
counterpart Emmanuel Macron-who pulled out
of the event at the last minute owing to the latest
COVID-19 lockdown in France-and other EU
leaders sent messages of support.

“Your liberty is our (liberty),” Macron said in
Greek in a recorded message. “We are here, and
we will stand by your side when history is unfair
towards you, when solidarity may be lacking,
when menace returns,” he said in an apparent
reference to ongoing tensions with Turkey.

Britain, France and Russia were instrumental
in helping Greece attain its independence in
1830 after nearly a decade of warfare against

overwhelming odds. Americans, including a
nephew of George Washington, were among
volunteer combatants. At the time, the Ottoman
Empire extended through the Balkans and mod-
ern-day Turkey to North Africa, the Arabian
peninsula and the Caucasus.

“As the wellspring of Western civilization,
Greece’s spirit runs through our societies and our
democracies,” Prince Charles said at a dinner at
the presidential mansion on Wednesday. “With-
out her, our laws, our art, our way of life, would
never have flourished as they have.” — AFP
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Greece celebrates revolution 
bicentennial with pomp, allies

Foreign dignitaries attend parades and ceremonies in solidarity

ATHENS: Prince of Wales, Charles and the Duchess of Cornwall Camilla, Greek President Katerina Sakel-
laropoulou and her partner Pavlos Kotsonis pose for a photograph in Athens, Greece yesterday as Greece cel-
ebrates 200th anniversary of 1821 revolution and war of independence. — AFP

Slum in Sierra Leone 
capital gutted by fire
FREETOWN: A slum in Sierra Leone’s capital Freetown was de-
stroyed in a fire late Wednesday, the city authorities said, adding
that the toll was unclear but thousands may have been affected.
“Earlier tonight, the Susan’s Bay community was gutted by fire,”
Freetown City council said in a tweet overnight.

“The extent of the damage is unknown but thousands are likely
to have been affected. We will provide more details as we receive
them. Keep affected residents in your thoughts and prayers!”

Most homes in Susan’s Bay are flimsy constructions of corrugated
sheeting and recovered materials.  The community is clustered on
Freetown’s seafront, close to the city’s historic center. The Euro-
pean Union’s ambassador to Sierra Leone, Tom Vens, said the EU
was looking at ways of sending aid to the victims. “We will reflect
with (the) authorities on needed structural measures to reduce
risk of such catastrophes re-occurring,” he said on Twitter.

The diamond-rich former British colony is one of the poorest
countries in the world.  Its economy was ravaged by a 1991-2002
civil war that claimed 120,000 lives, followed by an Ebola epi-
demic that ran from 2014-16. Further blows have come from a
slump in global commodity prices and the impact of the coron-
avirus pandemic. —AFP

Some of the burnt remains at the Kroo Bay slum in Freetown, Sierra Leone after the fire.

Navalny allies raise 
health concerns 
about jailed critic
MOSCOW: Allies of jailed opposition figure Alexei Navalny yes-
terday demanded information about his health and whereabouts
after Russia’s prison service said his condition was stable but pre-
vented lawyers from meeting with him. Navalny, 44, was jailed last
month on old embezzlement charges, sparking large protests, an
outcry from rights groups in Russia and abroad and condemna-
tion from Western governments.

His lawyers on Wednesday sounded the alarm over his health
in one of Russia’s most notorious prisons and demanded immedi-
ate access, saying he had complained of back pain and numbness
in his legs. The prison service told news agencies yesterday that
medics had carried out checks the day before on inmates in the
Vladimir region outside Moscow, including on Navalny. “Accord-
ing to the results of the examination, his state of health was as-
sessed as stable and satisfactory,” the Federal Prison Service
(FSIN) said.

Navalny’s chief of staff Leonid Volkov responded that lawyers
had returned to Pokrov, the provincial town outside the Russian
capital where Navalny is being held, but were denied access.

He added that FSIN’s message suggested that Navalny was in
hospital and that “something very bad is happening to him”.
Navalny was jailed in February for two-and-a-half years in a move
his allies said was a pretext to silence his criticism of Russian
leader Vladimir Putin.

The United States and the European Union have slapped
sanctions on Russia for jailing Navalny and also for orchestrating
a poisoning attack against him last year. He was detained in Jan-
uary on his return to Russia from Germany where he had been
recovering from exposure to the Soviet-designed nerve toxin
Novichok. — AFP


