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KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem said
yesterday that the membership of leading opposition MP Bader Al-
Dahoum is “null and void” as declared by the constitutional court,
and implementing the ruling is obligatory and does not need any
voting in the house as demanded by opposition lawmakers.

“Dahoum’s case is a constitutional and legal dispute settled by
the constitutional court. Neither the Assembly speaker nor MPs or
the house have anything to do with it.” Ghanem told reporters. “It is
not a political dispute as some are trying to show”.

He said the constitutional court ruling on March 14 declared that

Dahoum’s election was invalid, his membership is null and void and
that a by-election must be held to replace him. He said the ruling
must be implemented immediately and without voting by the As-
sembly, in a direct response to demands by a large number of op-
position MPs.

“The membership is null and void by the force of the court rul-
ing and this will not be subjected to voting,” Ghanem said. Da-
houm and opposition MPs insist that the Assembly must be
allowed to debate and vote on this issue because Dahoum was al-
lowed to participate in the election by a ruling by the court of cas-
sation, whose rulings are superior to the constitutional court,
according to opposition MPs.

About 34 MPs yesterday issued a statement in which they reit-
erated their backing of Dahoum and insisted that his case must be
settled by the National Assembly. The opposition lawmakers are
meeting next week to decide on what they will do amid reports that
they could boycott the Assembly session, depriving it of quorum and
ultimately barring the new Cabinet from taking the oath in the house.

Ghanem also said the Assembly will hold a session next week,
the first regular session by the house - elected on Dec 5 - in sev-
eral weeks. He said that a number of key legislation are on the
agenda including the general amnesty, reducing preventive de-
tention, support for businesses affected by the coronavirus pan-
demic and others.
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Weather slightly 
hot during day, 
mildly cold at night
KUWAIT: The Kuwait Control and Meteorolog-
ical Center confirmed the weather will be slightly
hot in the day and moderately cold at night, with
active northwest dusty winds. In a statement to
KUNA yesterday, weather forecast supervisor

Abdulaziz Al-Qarawi said yesterday’s weather
was slightly hot with moderate to fresh north-
westerly wind with a speed of 20-45 km/h, while
some scattered clouds appeared. 

The lowest temperature was 20 to 22 Celsius
with light to moderate sea waves between two to
six feet. The weather yesterday night was slightly
cold and partly cloudy with northwesterly light to
moderate winds between 15 to 40 km per hour.
Today and tomorrow will be slightly hot and partly
cloudy with northeasterly light to moderate winds,
with light to moderate sea waves. —KUNA

Low visibility in Kuwait City caused by dust. —KUNA

Locusts are seen in the inner regions of Kuwait. —KUNA

Laboratory sample bags sent by Kuwait to help Iraq’s Kurdistan
region. —KUNA 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s northern regions, especially
Abdaly and Sulaibiya farms, were to be free of
locust swarms by the end of yesterday, Public
Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish Re-
sources spokesman Talal Al-Daihani said yester-
day. In a statement to KUNA, the spokesman
affirmed that the country is witnessing active
northerly winds that have contributed to the
spread of desert locust swarms in the interior

and southern regions. 
Earlier, PAAAFR said it directed specialized

teams to keep away the wave of desert locusts that
hit the country on Wednesday, directed by strong
winds towards the inner cities and southern regions
of the country. The teams have been carrying out
their tasks in tackling this wave of locusts coming
from Saudi Arabia and falling in Kuwaiti territory
due to strong southern winds. —KUNA

Kuwait’s northern areas
free of locust swarms 

Kuwait provides 
lab sample bags 
to Iraqi Kurdistan 
IRBIL: Kuwait has provided Kurdistan
with laboratory sample bags to help the
Iraqi region in facing the impact of the
deadly coronavirus pandemic, the

World Health Organization revealed
yesterday. The region is home to hun-
dreds of thousands of Iraqi and Syrian
refugees, who will benefit from the
WHO-administered assistance, the or-
ganization said in a statement. 

This comes after Kuwait last month
provided 13 tons of medical assistance
for healthcare workers, worth $1 mil-
lion, and contributed to delivering six
ambulances and 22 tons of health
equipment to the region in August.

WHO expressed its gratitude to the
Kuwaiti government for providing the
funds for the lifesaving support.

The COVID-19 pandemic has hit the
region hard, as Health Minister Saman
Barzinji expressed anxiety over the ris-
ing cases. The positive case average has
risen to 3.1 percent, edging closer to the
5 percent limit, with infections rising
twofold recently since the highest num-
bers recorded earlier, Barzinji warned in
a statement. — KUNA


