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LOS ANGELES: Damian Lillard delivered a 50-
point performance and led a remarkable fourth
quarter comeback as the Portland Trail Blazers
defeated the New Orleans Pelicans 125-124 on
Tuesday. Lillard drained six three pointers and
made 13-of-20 from the field with six rebounds
and 10 assists to give the Blazers an improbable
victory at Portland’s Moda Center Arena.

The Pelicans looked to be cruising to victory
after surging into a 17-point lead with just over six
minutes remaining, up 115-98 thanks to big per-
formances from Brandon Ingram and Zion
Williamson. But Lillard then seized control of the
contest down the stretch, rattling off 15 points in a
25-7 run for Portland including two ice-cool free
throws with 1.2 seconds remaining to seal the
Blazers comeback.

“In the huddles we just kept telling each other
that we were the more experienced team, and these
are the kind of games we’re capable of winning,”
Lillard said afterwards. “We just stayed the course
and showed a lot of resilience. When it seemed it
was getting worse, I felt our communication and
our trust in each other just kept building.”

Lillard’s masterpiece leaves the Blazers in sixth
place in the Western Conference standings. The
Portland talisman was backed with 22 points from
Gary Trent Jr and 10 apiece from Derrick Jones Sr,
Enes Kanter and CJ McCollum. The Pelicans scor-
ing was led by Ingram (30 points) and Williamson
(28 points).

Utah bounce back
Elsewhere Tuesday, Donovan Mitchell scored

20 points as the Utah Jazz bounced back from a
run of disappointing recent outings with a battling
117-109 road victory over the Boston Celtics. Utah
arrived at Boston’s TD Garden still smarting from a

12-point loss to the Golden State Warriors on
Sunday, a fourth defeat in six games for the
Western Conference leaders.

However after a sluggish start on Tuesday,
which saw the Celtics race into an 11-point lead
midway through the first quarter, normal service
resumed as Utah asserted themselves late on. A
40-point fourth quarter wrapped up a morale-
boosting victory which saw the Jazz improve to
29-10 at the top of the Western Conference.

While Mitchell led the scoring for Utah, Jordan
Clarkson provided an invaluable stint off the bench
with 20 points — including five three-pointers —
in just over 30 minutes on court. Clarkson said
Utah had been determined to regroup after
Sunday’s defeat to the Warriors.

“This is our last big road trip, and after losing
that one to the Warriors we just wanted to come
back and get something tonight,” Clarkson said.
“We’re just trying to string these wins together.
We know we can handle our business at home, but
on the road we’ve got to take everything into
account, do all the small things well, and that’s
going to help us win.”

Point guard Mike Conley had 17 points and
French international Rudy Gobert added 16 points
with 12 rebounds for Utah. Jayson Tatum led the
Boston scoring with 29 points while Jaylen Brown
added 28 as the Celtics fell to 20-19 to remain in
sixth place in the Eastern Conference.

Sixers pip Knicks
Elsewhere Tuesday, the New York Knicks

pushed the Eastern Conference-leading
Philadelphia 76ers all the way before losing their
road game 99-96. The Knicks, who ran the sec-
ond-placed Brooklyn Nets close on Monday, led
for long periods but were overpowered in the

fourth quarter as the Sixers outscored their oppo-
nents 26-14.

Tobias Harris led the Sixers scoring with 30
points while Ben Simmons had a double-double
with 16 points and 13 rebounds. Seth Curry had 20
points as Philadelphia improved to 27-12. Julius
Randle and Alec Burks led the New York scorers
with 19 points apiece.

In Los Angeles, LeBron James had 25 points as
the Lakers cruised to a 137-121 victory over the
Minnesota Timberwolves. In Miami meanwhile,
Jimmy Butler had 28 points as the Heat extended
their winning streak to five games with a comfort-
able 113-98 win over the Cleveland Cavaliers.
Miami improved to 22-18 with the win to remain in
fourth place in the Eastern table. —AFP

Sixers survive Knicks; Lakers cruise past T’Wolves

Lillard’s 50 seals Blazers
comeback, Jazz bounce back

PORTLAND: Damian Lillard of the Portland Trail Blazers drives to the basket on Steven Adams of
the New Orleans Pelicans as Zion Williamson looks on during the second half at Moda Center on
Tuesday in Portland, Oregon. —AFP

Ovechkin bags
718th goal, sixth
on all-time NHL list
WASHINGTON: Washington Capitals star Alex
Ovechkin moved up to sixth place in the NHL’s all-
time goalscoring list on Tuesday, netting his 718th
career goal in a 3-1 win over the New York
Islanders. The 35-year-old Russian ace passed Phil
Esposito in the scoring rankings after bagging his
12th goal of the season on a power play with 4:36
left in the second period.

Ovechkin’s 718th career goal came in his 1,177th
regular season game for the Caps, where he has
spent his most of his career since being recruited
by the club with the No.1 pick in the 2004 Draft.
“It’s history. It’s pretty good numbers and happy to
be in that category,” Ovechkin was quoted by the
Washington Post as saying. “It’s done. How I say,
it’s history.”

Only five players stand ahead of Ovechkin in the
rankings — Marcel Dionne (731), Brett Hull (741),
Jaromir Jagr (766), Gordie Howe (801) and Wayne
Gretzky (894). A message of congratulations from
Esposito was played on a video screen at the
Capital One Arena on Tuesday to mark Ovechkin’s
scoring milestone. “You are a fantastic hockey play-

er, and I don’t know how you score all those goals
with the way these guys block shots with the great

equipment that they wear,” Esposito said. “Good
luck. Keep it going.” —AFP

Japanese rookie
Tsunoda vows to
attack in F1 debut
TOKYO: Japanese Formula One
rookie Yuki Tsunoda plans to throw
caution to the wind when he makes
his race debut next week in Bahrain,
vowing to “give everything” in the
season-opener. New AlphaTauri
recruit Tsunoda outperformed his
hero Lewis Hamilton and a host of
others to clock the second-best
time in preseason testing last week,
beaten only by Red Bull’s Max
Verstappen.

And the 20-year-old doesn’t plan
to let up when he makes his Formula
One debut in Bahrain on March 28,
promising to attack even if his mis-
takes ending up costing him. “I just
want to give everything I’ve got in
my performance,” Tsunoda, who
replaced Russian Daniil Kvyat at
AlphaTauri, said during an online
press conference yesterday. “I want
to push from the start. I don’t want

to worry about making mistakes. I
just want to go for it and attack.”

Tsunoda set his best time of 1min
29.053sec from 91 laps on Sunday
during the three-day test session at
Sakhir, the venue for the Bahrain
Grand Prix. That was quicker than
seven-time world champion
Hamilton, who was fifth-fastest
overall in the all-conquering
Mercedes. Tsunoda is reading noth-
ing into the test results as he pre-
pares to make his race debut, but he
admits it has put a spring in his step.

“It was just a test, but I’m happy
to finish in the top three and that
gives me confidence,” said Tsunoda,
who will become the first Japanese
driver to compete in Formula One
since Kamui Kobayashi in 2014.
“Each team does things differently
so I don’t know what form anyone is
in, but I was able to improve my
times and concentrate on my driv-
ing. I’m feeling quietly confident
after finishing in the top three.”

The diminutive 1.59 metre (5ft
3in) Tsunoda admitted in December
he would have to hit the gym over
the winter to cope with the Formula

One car’s superior power and
downforce. He complained that he
“couldn’t even lift” his head after
driving 123 laps during his Formula
One test in Abu Dhabi in

December, but the extra training
appears to be paying off already. “I
didn’t feel so tired in Bahrain, and I
think that’s a big step forward for
me,” he said. —AFP

BENGHAZI: Libyans watch a driver put his drifting
skills to the test during a competition in the coastal
city of Benghazi, on March 12, 2021. —AFP

LeBron adds
Red Sox, race
team to empire
LOS ANGELES: LeBron James has added own-
ership stakes in baseball’s Boston Red Sox and a
US stock car race team to England football
champions Liverpool in his sports empire,
according to multiple reports Tuesday. The
superstar playmaker for the NBA champion Los
Angeles Lakers and business partner Maverick
Carter have become partners in the Fenway
Sports Group, according to the Boston Globe,
USA Today, ESPN and other US reports.

James, 36, already had a two percent stake in
Liverpool but now likely has a firmer share in the
Premier League team as well as a stake in Major
League Baseball’s Boston Red Sox, a sports
management firm, a regional sports cable net-
work and Roush Fenway Racing of NASCAR,
the closed-cockpit series that is the most popu-
lar form of US auto racing. Liverpool is also
among the group’s holdings, having been taken
over by Fenway in 2010. James also owns an
entertainment production company in
Hollywood and has a movie debuting later this
year, “Space Jam: A New Legacy”. —AFP

Alex Ovechkin
LOS ANGELES: LeBron James of the Los Angeles
Lakers calls a play during the third quarter against
the Minnesota Timberwolves at Staples Center on
Tuesday in Los Angeles, California. —AFP

SAKHIR: AlphaTauri’s Japanese driver Yuki Tsunoda drives during the third
day of the Formula One (F1) pre-season testing at the Bahrain
International Circuit in the city of Sakhir on March 14, 2021. —AFP

Libyan drift drivers
burn rubber for
‘unity and peace’
BENGHAZI: Burning rubber in eastern Libya’s Benghazi,
drivers from across the country took part in a drifting
championship this month, a rare unifying event as the
country seeks to end years of conflict. “We have excel-
lent drivers,” said Marwan al-Manfi, a spectator from the
eastern city of Tobruk. “It’s time the world knew about it.”

In souped-up BMWs, competitors lined up on the
asphalt for their turn to tear up the track near the
Benghazi seafront, tyres screeching as they swerved
around barrels and markers. The enthusiastic crowd
of mostly young men watched on and took photos as
the cars, some with lights flashing or splashed with
advertising, sent up clouds of smoke as they skidded
and spun.

Popularised in Japan in the 1970s, the motor sport,
which involves deliberately oversteering the car to slip,
skid and spin, and is popular among Libyan youth.
Libya, sitting atop Africa’s largest proven crude
reserves, has been mired in chaos since the 2011 ouster
and killing of dictator Moamer Kadhafi in a NATO-

backed uprising that began in Benghazi.
For years it has been divided between rival forces,

with a Tripoli-based UN-recognised Government of
National Accord in the west and a parallel administration
headquartered in the east, backed by military strongman
Khalifa Haftar. But it has been taking steps towards nor-
malcy since a ceasefire between warring parties came
into effect in October.

Libya’s new interim Prime Minister Abdul Hamid
Dbeibah was sworn in this week, pledging to re-unite
the country and steer it towards December elections. At
the drifting championship, organized under the theme
“unity and peace for Libya”, judges rated the competi-
tors on their style, technique and vehicle speed.—AFP


