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Israel said Tuesday it had discovered pieces of a
biblical scroll dating back some 2,000 years,
describing the find as one of the most signifi-

cant since the Dead Sea Scrolls. “For the first time
in approximately 60 years, archaeological excava-
tions have uncovered fragments of a biblical scroll,”
the Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA) said in a
statement.  Following a years-long dig in caves and
cliffs in the Judean desert, the authority said it had
also discovered a cache of rare coins, a six-millen-
nia-old skeleton of a child and basket it described
as the oldest in the world, at over 10,000 years.

The finds are a result of survey of some 80 kilo-

meters of cliffs in a desert area spanning southern
Israel and the occupied West Bank. Using drones,
mountain climbing gear and rappelling equipment,
Israeli archaeologists searched caves they said
were used by Jews rebelling against the Romans
during the failed second-century Bar Kochba
revolt.  The fragments of the scroll include passages
written in Greek from the Book of the Twelve
Minor Prophets, part of the Hebrew Bible, the IAA
said.  One fragment from the book of Zechariah
reads: “These are the things you are to do: Speak
the truth to one another, render true and perfect
justice in your gates.” 

Although most of the text is in Greek, the name
of God appears in ancient Hebrew script, the IAA
said.  Israeli archaeological excavations in occu-
pied Palestinian territory have sparked controver-
sy, but the Palestinian Ministry of Tourism and
Antiquities did not respond to requests for com-
ment. The IAA cooperated on the project with the
military branch responsible for civil affairs in the
Palestinian territories (COGAT). Spokeswoman
Yoli Shwartz said it was one of the most signifi-
cant discoveries of a Biblical text since the Dead
Sea Scrolls. 

Those scrolls include some 900 manuscripts

found between 1947 and 1956 in the Qumran
caves above the Dead Sea in the West Bank. They
are some of the earliest biblical texts ever discov-
ered. IAA director Israel Hasson said the survey
had begun in response to looters who slipped into
the caves. In a statement, he called the finds “a
wakeup call” for devoting more resources to con-
tinue the project, which has only surveyed about
half of all the cliffs in the desert. “We must ensure
that we recover all the data that has not yet been
discovered in the caves, before the robbers do,”
Hasson said. —AFP 
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Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA) conservator Tanya Bitler displays recently-discovered
2000-year-old biblical scroll fragments from the Bar Kochba period, after completion
of preservation work at the authority’s Dead Sea conservation lab in Jerusalem. 

Recently-discovered 2000-year-old biblical scroll fragments from the Bar Kochba peri-
od, are displayed at the Israel Antiquities Authority’s (IAA) Dead Sea conservation lab
in Jerusalem. — AFP photos

A handout picture shows a picture of scroll fragments
found in the Cave of Horror in the Judean Desert.

US singer Demi Lovato revealed she was
raped as a virgin during her teenage years
as a Disney Channel actress and pop star,

in a tell-all documentary that opened the online
South By Southwest festival Tuesday. “Demi
Lovato: Dancing with the Devil,” a YouTube
Originals series, centers on Lovato’s notorious
2018 fentanyl overdose that caused her brain
damage and partial blindness, and her ongoing
battles with addiction. The four episodes, pre-
sented as the opening night film of a SXSW
forced online by the pandemic, also contained
new details of sexual assaults suffered by Lovato,
including an attack on the night of her overdose.

“I know what I’m about to say is going to
shock people too. But when I was a teenager I
was in a very similar situation-I lost my virginity
in a rape,” says Lovato. “We were hooking up
but I said, ‘Hey, this is not going any further. I’m a
virgin and I don’t want to lose it this way,’” she
recounts. “And that didn’t matter to them-they
did it anyways.” Lovato, now 28, does not name
her attacker, but says the rape happened when “I
was part of that Disney crowd,” and that she
“had to see this person all the time” following the
assault. Dubbing the incident “my #MeToo sto-
ry,” Lovato says she reported the attacker but
“they never got in trouble for it-they never got
taken out of the movie they were in.”

Lovato shot to fame with the Disney Channel
movie “Camp Rock,” filmed when she was 15.
She has long spoken of her struggles with
depression, eating disorders and addiction, bely-
ing her happy persona as a smiling star of the
children’s show “Barney and Friends.” In the doc-
umentary, which features input from Elton John,
music mogul Scooter Braun and actor Will Ferrell,
Lovato says quitting cold turkey has proven not
to work for her, and she now allows herself to
smoke marijuana and drink in moderation. 

Her 2018 overdose prompted a flurry of state-
ments of solidarity from fellow stars who praised
her personality-although the attention also trig-
gered a backlash by social media users, who not-
ed that many non-celebrities suffer from drugs
with little fanfare. SXSW Online 2021 opened
earlier Tuesday with a virtual performance from
Janelle Monae before a keynote talk with Stacey
Abrams, the former Georgia lawmaker credited
with recent key Democratic victories in the state.
The film, television, music and technology confer-
ence runs until Saturday. — AFP 
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In this file photo Singer/songwriter Demi Lovato
attends the Billboard Music Awards 2018 at the
MGM Grand Resort International in Las Vegas,
Nevad. — AFP 

US director Spike Lee will head the jury at the
Cannes Film Festival in July, organizers said
Tuesday, making him the first black person to

take on the role. The feted New York film-maker was
supposed to perform the function at last year’s
event, but it was cancelled due to the pandemic.
Accepting the invitation in a recorded Twitter mes-
sage, Lee said he was “very humbled”.  “Way back
in 1986, my very first film ‘Shes Gotta Have It’ played
there and it was my introduction to the world of cin-
ema, so Cannes will always have a deep, deep spot
in my heart,” he said.  With COVID-19 still circulat-
ing at high levels in France, and the country making
slow progress in its vaccination campaign, doubts
remain over whether this year’s edition will go ahead
as planned from July 6 to 17, having already been
delayed from its usual slot in May.

It would be the biggest get-together for the glob-
al industry in more than a year, with most other fes-
tivals either cancelled or relegated to online versions
in recent months. Lee, 63, has been a fixture at
Cannes over the years, premiering seven of his films
there and winning the second-place Grand Prix in
2018 for “BlacKkKlansman” about a black police
officer infiltrating the Ku Klux Klan. “Throughout the
months of uncertainty we’ve just been through,
Spike Lee has never stopped encouraging us,” said

festival president Pierre Lescure in a statement. “We
could not have hoped for a more powerful personal-
ity to chart our troubled times.”

‘Great impact’ 
With a back-catalogue that has thrown a spot-

light on issues of race and politics in the US, Lee
was seen as a symbolic choice at a time when the
French film industry has been mired in controversies
over the representation of minorities. The Cannes
jury, which selects the winner of the coveted Palme
d’Or, has rarely displayed much diversity in the pres-
ident’s chair. 

Hong Kong auteur Wong Kar-wai is the only
Asian to have had the honor, while French-Algerian
actress Isabelle Adjani was the first of African
descent in 1997. Lee has tried his hand at many gen-
res, but is best known for films that put the African-
American experience front and center. Those have
ranged from slice-of-life classics such as “Do the
Right Thing” to more overtly political works such as
“Malcolm X” and his most recent Netflix hit “Da 5
Bloods” about black veterans from the Vietnam war.
“BlacKkKlansman” served as a powerful anti-Trump
statement and won him his first Oscar, not counting
an honorary award he received in 2015. 

Spike at Cannes 
Lee exploded on to the film scene at Cannes in

1986 with “She’s Gotta Have It”, which took home
the Youth Award. Shot on a shoestring in New York,
the story of a young New Yorker trying to choose
between three men has become a cult classic and
was recently remade as a Netflix series. When he
returned to the Cote d’Azur three years later, he was
in the main competition with “Do The Right Thing”,
his landmark film about one sweltering day of

charged race relations in Brooklyn. “Jungle Fever”
(1991), “Girl 6” (1996), “Summer of Sam” (1999),
“Ten Minutes Older” (2002) have also featured at
the festival. 

“I have a special place in my heart for Paris, for
France and for the Cannes Film Festival... Book my
flight!” he said in the Twitter message. The official
selection for this year’s festival, along with the rest of
the jury are due to be named in early June.  The last
Palme d’Or winner was South Korea’s Bong Joon-ho
for “Parasite” in 2019. —AFP
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In this file photo Best Adapted Screenplay winner for
“BlacKkKlansman” Spike Lee attends the 91st Annual
Academy Awards Governors Ball at the Hollywood &
Highland Center in Hollywood, California. —AFP 

Prince Harry has spoken to his father and
brother after he and his wife Meghan Markle
raised allegations of racism in the royal family

during an explosive TV interview, a friend said
Tuesday. In the interview, Harry said that his father
Prince Charles had cut him off financially and at one
point stopped taking his calls, and he also described
his damaged relationship with Prince William. Harry
and Meghan, whose father is white and mother is
Black, now live in California after stepping away
from royal duties.

The British monarchy has been rocked by the
couple’s allegations that an unnamed royal asked

how dark their child’s skin would be before he was
born. “I did actually call them to see how they were
feeling, and it’s true Harry has talked to his brother
and he has talked to his father too,” Gayle King, a
US television presenter and friend of the couple,
said on CBS. “The word I was given was that those
conversations were not productive, but they are glad
they have at least started a conversation.” King said
the couple were “frustrated” that alleged racism in
the royal family had dominated the news agenda
since the interview was broadcast on March 7.

“All they wanted all along was for the royals to
intervene and tell the press to stop with the unfair,

inaccurate, false stories that definitely have a racial
slant,” King said. She added that Harry and Meghan
wanted “healing” in the family, but that Meghan had
“documents to back up everything” she had said in
the interview with Oprah Winfrey. The allegations,
which the royal family said would be investigated,
have plunged the monarchy into its biggest crisis
since the death of William and Harry’s mother,
princess Diana, in 1997. Meghan, a former actress,
told Winfrey she was “naively” unprepared for life as
a royal and had contemplated suicide while pregnant
with their first child. —AFP 

Harry speaks to Charles, William
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In this file photo (from left to right) Britain’s Prince William, Duke of Cambridge holding Prince Louis, Prince George, Princess Charlotte, Britain’s Catherine, Duchess of
Cambridge, Britain’s Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, Vice Admiral Timothy Laurence, Britain’s Prince Charles, Prince of Wales, Britain’s Princess Beatrice of York, Britain’s Princess
Anne, Princess Royal, Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II, Britain’s Princess Eugenie of York, Britain’s Lady Louise Windsor, Britain’s Prince Andrew, Duke of York, Britain’s Prince Harry,
Duke of Sussex, Britain’s Meghan, Duchess of Sussex, James, Viscount Severn and Isla Phillips stand with other members of the Royal Family on the balcony of Buckingham
Palace to watch a fly-past of aircraft by the Royal Air Force, in London. —AFP 


