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Deputy Amir receives Speaker, Prime Minister

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem. His Highness the Deputy Amir also 
received His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. — KUNA photos

RIYADH: The GCC ministerial council, at end of its 
147th session yesterday, affirmed commitment to 
the final statement of the latest GCC summit decla-
rations — alluding to the resolutions of the summit 
that was hosted by the Saudi town of Al-Ula on 
January 5. In the highlights of the meeting state-
ment, the GCC foreign ministers and officials con-
demned the Houthis’ recurring attacks on Saudi 
Arabia, namely its vital oil installations, Iran’s occu-
pation of UAE islands and affirmed that the council 
member states have remained solidly unified. 
Security of the GCC member states is inseparable, 
in line with the GCC constituent law and the joint 
defense treaty stipulating that these countries 
would stand together in the face of any external 
danger the meeting final statement said — read by 
the GCC Secretary General Nayef Al-Hajraf. The 
ministers decried the March 7 attack with a drone 
that swooped from the sea targeting petroleum 
tanks in Ras Tannura (Saudi Arabia) and targeting 
facilities of the Aramco oil company in Al-Dharan 
with a ballistic missile, as well as the recurring 
spates of Houthi terrorist attacks on Saudi Arabia. 
They affirmed support for the kingdom with respect 
of the measures it may take against such provoca-
tive acts that target civilians, civil sites, ports, key oil 
installations and sources for global energy. These 
acts breach international laws and conventions, 
threaten the region security and stability, the state-
ment said, lauding preparedness of the Saudi forces 
and calling on the international community to shoul-
der its responsibilities toward these acts of terror-
ism and sabotage and the powers behind them. 

 
GCC achievements 

The ministers acclaimed the GCC achievements 
over the past, affirming that the council has 
remained unified hoping that more accomplishments 
would be made for further prosperity, progress and 
sustainable development for the GCC peoples. The 
ministers during the meeting examined efforts 
undertaken by the GCC Secretariat General for 
implementing resolutions of the GCC Supreme 
Council 41st Session (the Summit of Sultan Qaboos 
and Sheikh Sabah), and visionary plans advocated 
by Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz for boosting 
joint action, strengthening the GCC economies, 
completing the requirements for the joint custom 

union, the common gulf market as a prelude to 
achieve the GCC economic unity by 2025. The min-
isterial council applauded the continuing efforts 
exerted by the GCC armed forces to implement all 
resolutions related to the joint military action par-
ticularly with regard of activating the joint military 
command and pursuing work for attaining military 
integration of the GCC countries’ forces. 

At the health level, the ministers praised the 
ongoing efforts by the health authorities in the 
council member countries to cope with repercus-
sions of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19), affirm-
ing necessity of exchanging expertise, also lauding 
citizens’ cooperation and their effective contribu-
tions in this regard. As to Iran’s occupation of the 
three UAE islands, the council underlined the GCC 
unwavering stance, rejecting the Iranian occupation 
of Greater Tonb, Smaller Tonb and Abou Moussa, 
affirming the UAE sovereignty over the three 
islands, the UAE territorial waters, the territorial air-
space, the continental shelf, the economic zone as 
inseparable parts of the UAE territories. The council 
has considered that any “practices or acts” on part 
of Iran on the islands as “cancelled and have no 
impact whatsoever on the UAE sovereignty on the 
three islands.” The council called on Iran to respond 
to the UAE efforts to resolve the issue through 
direct negotiations or refer the question to the 
International Court of Justice. 

On the Palestinian cause, the council affirmed the 
member states’ call for establishing an independent 
Palestinian state with the June 1967 borders and 
East Jerusalem as the capital of this state, in addi-
tion to ensuring rights of the refugees according to 
the Arab  Peace Initiative, international reference 
and resolutions of the international legitimacy. The 
ministers applauded a recent decision by the 
Palestinian president to hold elections in all 
Palestinian territories including East Jerusalem and 
hailed Egypt for hosting the Palestinian dialogue 
designed to tackle rifts among Palestinian factions. 
They greeted a resolution by the first preliminary 
circuit of the International Criminal Court, stipulat-
ing that the regional jurisdictions of the of court in 
Palestine cover the Palestinian territories that have 
been occupied by Israel since 1967, including Gaza, 
the West Bank and East Jerusalem. Moreover, the 
ministers condemned Israel’s construction of settle-
ments, the demolishing of Palestinians’ houses, alter-
ing the demographic status in the occupied territo-
ries that explicitly breach the international law and 
relevant international resolutions.  

 
Relations with Iran 

The GCC ministers, in their statement, noted the 
GCC unwavering stances with respect of the rela-

tions with the Islamic Republic of Iran, stressing 
on the necessity that future negotiations with 
Tehran must be in a single package, incorporating 
“Iran’s conducts that undermine security and sta-
bility in the region, the world, its sponsorship of 
terrorism, its missile program namely the Ballistic 
and Cruise missiles, the drones, the nuclear pro-
gram, the safety of navigation in the Gulf,” noting 
the necessity that the GCC states must partake in 
such negotiations. The ministerial  council 
denounced Iran’s continuing support for terrorist 
militias and sectarian militias that threaten the 
Arab national security and seek to undermine sta-
bility in the Arab states. On the Syrian question, 
the council affirmed the GCC stances and unwa-
vering resolutions regarding the Syrian crisis 
according to Geneva Principles (1), Security 
Council Resolution 2254, expressing support for 
the fifth convention for supporting future of Syria 
and the region, due in Brussels on March 29-20. 

On Yemen, the ministers voiced backing for mis-
sions by the UN and US envoys to halt the fighting 
and pave way for talks on the basis of the national 
dialogue conference and the Security Council 
Resolution 2216. The GCC council affirmed support 
for the Yemeni Government that began its tasks in 
the interim capital Aden on December 30. It sternly 

condemned attacks by the Iran-backed Houthi mili-
tias on civilians and civilian targets and the refugee 
camps in Maarib with ballistic missiles and drones. 
Moreover, it decried using refugees in Maarib as 
human shields. The council lauded the GCC finan-
cial contributions that accounted to 40 percent of 
the pledges during Yemen’s donors conference that 
was held on March 1 to fund the UN relief scheme 
for the war-haggard country in 2021, also hailing 
the humanitarian efforts by King Salman Relief 
Program for Yemen’s reconstruction. The GCC min-
isters condemned Houthis’ bids to hamper the mis-
sion of the UN team tasked with examining status 
of the abandoned oil tanker Safer in the Red Sea, 
urging the UN to try again reach it and spare the 
region a looming environmental catastrophe. 

On Iraq, the GCC officials expressed support 
for efforts aimed at restoring security and stabili-
ty to the brotherly nation lauding efforts by the 
government and the international coalition to 
deter terrorist groups and armed militias. The 
council condemned recurring terrorist operations 
aimed at jeopardizing Iraq’s security and stability 
and snagging efforts for holding elections. On 
Libya, the council applauded the recent concilia-
tion agreement that led to the formation of a new 
government. — KUNA 

GCC ministers 
condemn Houthi 
attacks, affirm unity 

RIYADH: GCC foreign ministers attend the 147th session of the GCC ministerial council in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia yesterday. — KUNA
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jabs via the UN’s Covax program. But their arrival 

comes as hospitals battle to treat a flood of COVID-
19 patients. In the emergency department of a 
Ramallah medical complex, an eight-year-old girl with 
COVID-19 struggles with her oxygen tube. 

Close by, a man in his sixties watches from a resus-
citation room as other patients groan in their beds. 
The ward is heavy with foul air. The emergency unit is 
swamped, so authorities have started to equip three 
large caravan trailers outside to cope with the influx 
of patients. “Sometimes, because of the coronavirus 
crisis, we have to wait for one of the patients to die in 
the hospital so we can transfer another one into the 
emergency room,” said a hospital official, requesting 
anonymity. 

The situation in this large hospital in Ramallah, the 
main city in the West Bank, some 15 km north of 
Jerusalem, is repeated elsewhere across the territory. 
When Israel launched its vaccination campaign in 
December, rights groups such as Amnesty 
International and Palestinian officials implored it to 
extend the vaccination campaign to the West Bank, 
which it has occupied since 1967. 

But Israel refused, arguing it had no obligation to 
provide vaccines because health responsibilities fall 
to the Palestinian Authority. Today the number of daily 
cases in the West Bank, home to 2.8 million 
Palestinians, now slightly exceeds that of the whole of 
Israel - population nine million. That is pushing 
Palestinian hospitals to breaking point. 

The PA said this week the health system was 100 
percent full and a new wave of patients was exceed-
ing its ability to cope. In the West Bank, more than 
156,000 coronavirus cases have been recorded, 

including 1,745 deaths. At the Dora hospital in 
Hebron, a large city in the south of the West Bank, 
medical director Mohammed Rabei said he was 
overwhelmed. The hospital usually has a capacity of 
60 beds, but staff have squeezed in more to increase 
it to 80. 

But the number needing hospital beds continues to 
rise, Rabei said. “We must find other solutions” to 
treat critically sick patients with coronavirus, Rabei 
told AFP. “There has always been a shortage of staff 
here... but these days, the teams are working under 
pressure, lacking days off, and they are exhausted.” 

In Silwad, north of Ramallah, more than 50 oxygen 
machines were donated by Palestinian-Americans, at 
a cost of around $1,000 each, to help treat coron-
avirus patients at home. After 10 residents died in 
medical centres and hospitals in Ramallah, new 
patients now “refuse to go to the hospitals”, said 
Ramallah’s mayor, Osama Hammad. “We had no 
choice but to ask for oxygen machines... treating them 
in the local clinic, rather than them going to die in the 
big hospitals,” says Hammad. 

Israel, which has access to vaccine supplies 
through an agreement with Pfizer, has provided 
5,000 doses to Palestinian medical personnel. It has 
also provided jabs for some 90,000 Palestinians 
who cross over to work in Israel, or in Jewish settle-
ments in the West Bank. Meanwhile, the PA is wait-
ing for 100,000 vaccine doses to be delivered from 
China. Many in Ramallah are gloomy about the 
future. “If we had started vaccinating at the same 
time as Israel, we would have no problem,” said one 
health ministry official.  

Earlier, some 60,000 doses of Pfizer and 
AstraZeneca vaccines allocated to the Palestinians 
under the Covax scheme arrived at Ben Gurion 
Airport near Tel Aviv, according to an Israeli security 
source. The UN’s Middle East envoy, Tor Wennesland, 
welcomed the delivery. “Those vaccines being sent to 
the West Bank and Gaza will be critical tools in our 
fight against the pandemic and for socioeconomic 
recovery,” his office quoted him as saying. — AFP 
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mask and face shield in public, and more conta-

gious variants of the virus. A year after ordering the 
first lockdown that crippled the country’s economy, 
threw millions out of work and triggered record 
hunger, President Rodrigo Duterte urged Filipinos to 
“not despair”.  

“It’s a small thing in our lives. We went through 
(things that) are more severe, more difficult and 
brought more tears,” Duterte said Monday. His 
remarks sparked anger among social media users and 
opposition lawmakers who accused him of belittling 
the suffering of health workers and people who have 
lost loved ones to the disease. Duterte’s government 
has been flayed over its handling of the pandemic, 

which has infected more than 630,000 people. Nearly 
13,000 have died. 

The hospital bed occupancy rate is at 59 percent in 
Metro Manila and surrounding provinces, presidential 
spokesman Harry Roque - who has tested positive for 
COVID-19 - said Tuesday. But at the Philippine 
General Hospital, one of the country’s main facilities 
treating COVID-19 patients, 80 percent of beds for 
patients diagnosed with the disease were occupied 
and its intensive care wards full, a spokesman told 
local media. 

The government hopes to inoculate 70 million peo-
ple by the end of this year. More than a million doses 
of vaccines developed by China’s Sinovac and British-
Swedish drug maker AstraZeneca have been delivered 
in the past two weeks. The government hopes to have 
“a stable supply of vaccines starting April or May”, 
said retired general Carlito Galvez, who is overseeing 
the effort. About 216,000 health workers have 
received their first jab so far, he said. Authorities aim to 
inoculate 1.7 million medical staff by mid-April before 
distributing vaccines to the elderly and poor. — AFP 
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the Atlanta Journal-Constitution that all four were 

Asian women. 
South Korea’s Yonhap News Agency reported the 

country’s foreign ministry had confirmed that four of the 
victims were of Korean descent. President Joe Biden was 
briefed on the “horrific shootings” in Atlanta. White 
House officials have been in touch with the mayor and will 
stay in contact with the FBI, press secretary Jen Psaki 
said. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, speaking during 
a visit to South Korea, said “We are horrified by this vio-
lence which has no place in America or anywhere.” 

Authorities have identified Robert Aaron Long as a 
suspect in all three shootings. Based on the pattern of 
surveillance video from the shooting scenes, Atlanta 
police spokesman Sergeant John Chafee told AFP: “It is 
extremely likely our suspect is the same as Cherokee 
County’s, who is in custody.” “We are working closely 
with them to confirm with certainty our cases are relat-
ed,” he added. 

Long was taken into custody after a “brief pursuit” 
about 240 km from Atlanta, according to a statement by 
the Georgia Department of Safety on Facebook. The 
Federal Bureau of Investigation was assisting in the inves-
tigation, a spokesman told AFP. 

The shootings come as reports of attacks against 
Asian-Americans, primarily elders, have spiked in recent 
months - fueled during the COVID-19 pandemic, activists 
believe, by talk of the “Chinese virus” by former president 
Donald Trump and others. In an interview Tuesday 
evening before word of the shootings came out, Trump 
again used the term “China virus”.— AFP 

Asian women  
among 8 shot...


