
LONDON: Anthony Joshua and Tyson Fury will
clash for the title of undisputed world heavyweight
champion after signing a two-fight deal, Joshua’s
promoter Eddie Hearn said on Monday. The loca-
tions and dates for the much-anticipated all-British
showdowns are yet to be announced.

Confirming the agreement, Hearn told ESPN:
“The hard part is always getting everybody to put
pen to paper. But this was a major effort from all
parties to get this over the line. You had rival pro-
moters, rival networks and rival fighters.”

Hearn said a venue for the fights, in which
Joshua’s WBA, IBF and WBO titles and Fury’s WBC
belt will be on the line, is set to be confirmed “within
the next month”. According to reports, Saudi
Arabia, where Joshua won a rematch against Andy
Ruiz Jr in December 2019, is the frontrunner. But
Hearn told ESPN he “already had approaches from
eight or nine sites” across the Middle East, Asia,
eastern Europe and America. “We’d like to get a site
deal confirmed in the next month,” he said.

Both Joshua, 31, and Fury, 32, are expected to
earn £100 million ($139 million) each, with the
purse split 50-50 for the first fight and 60-40 for
the rematch in favor of the defending champion.
Since avenging a shock defeat to Ruiz, Joshua has
defended his titles against Kubrat Pulev in London
in December.

Fury has not fought for more than a year since
defeating Deontay Wilder in February 2020 to claim
the WBC title. Joshua previously stated he hoped
the fight could take place as early as June. “(The
coronavirus pandemic) is getting close to things
being normal. We’re working on a date for around
June,” the former Olympic champion told Sky News.
“I’m ready. I’m really looking forward to competi-
tion — all I want to do is fight, fight, fight.”

Fury has consistently made jibes at Joshua’s

expense, claiming in January that he would knock
out his fellow Brit within two rounds. However, last
week the self-styled “Gypsy King” said he had
stopped training after becoming tired of waiting for
the fight to be agreed.

“I’m not training anymore,” Fury told ESPN. “I’m
taking some time away from the game at the
moment, because, like I said, I’ve been ready to fight
since I beat Deontay Wilder last year. I’ve had no
success in getting another fight.”

Four belts
All four belts will be contested in a heavy-

weight bout for the first time. The last undisputed
heavyweight champion was Britain’s Lennox
Lewis, from 1999 to 2000. A boxer is now

required to hold the WBO belt to be recognized
as undisputed champion.

Joshua has 24 wins and one defeat from 25
professional bouts. He lost his three world titles
in a stunning defeat to Ruiz Jr in June 2019. Fury
is unbeaten in his 31 professional fights. He was
controversially denied victory in a draw with
Wilder in 2018 before winning their rematch in
February 2020.

He beat Wladimir Klitschko in 2015 to win the
WBA, IBF and WBO belts before nearly three years
out of the sport, during which he battled depression,
drink and drug problems. Fury was cleared to fight
again in December 2017 by UK Anti-Doping after
accepting a backdated two-year ban for testing
positive for steroid nandrolone. — AFP
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Joshua and Fury sign two-fight
deal to unify heavyweight titles

Anthony Joshua (left) and Tyson Fury.

Platini gives
evidence in
corruption case
BERN: Former UEFA president Michel Platini spent
six hours in front of a Swiss prosecutor as a suspect
in a corruption case on Monday, before he testifies
as a witness today in a separate case against FIFA
president Gianni Infantino. 

The 65-year-old was questioned in Bern by
prosecutor Thomas Hildbrand, who is suing him
over the corruption case that shattered his dream of
taking over world football’s governing body FIFA
after the fall of Sepp Blatter.  

The accusation against Platini revolves around a
payment of two million Swiss francs ($2.2 million)
from FIFA authorized by Blatter in 2011. Platter and
Blatter face accusations of “disloyal management”,
“breach of trust” and “fraud” with the thin possibili-
ty of a five-year jail sentence if found guilty.

“Michel Platini was attentive to the presentation
of the elements of the case and to the interpreta-
tions presented by the prosecutor Hildbrand,”
Platini’s entourage told AFP. “He remains very confi-
dent that this procedure will allow him to prove his
integrity in this case.”

According to the prosecution, it was the former
Saint Etienne and Juventus midfielder’s “final hear-
ing” before the end of the investigation. Platini,
who was also summoned on Tuesday but will not
need to be heard again, will either be exonerated
or face trial.

Blatter, who turned 85 last week, is also due to
face the prosecutor but according to his staff, he is
stil l  convalescing after being hospitalised in

December and January. The boot will be on the oth-
er foot on Wednesday when Platini appears as a
witness in a Swiss investigation into Infantino.

Elected in 2016 promising to “restore the image
of FIFA”, Infantino last year became the target of a
criminal procedure for “incitement to abuse author-
ity”, “violation of official secrecy” and “obstruction
of criminal proceedings” over three secret meetings
in 2016 and 2017 with Michael Lauber, then head of

the Swiss Federal Prosecutor’s Office (MPC).
Those meetings fuelled suspicions of collusion

over cases that involved FIFA. Infantino says he
wanted to show the MPC “that the new FIFA was a
world away from the old one”, which had been led
astray “by corrupt officials”. The Swiss prosecutor
in the case has also said he is curious about a pri-
vate jet flight Infantino took in 2017 that was paid
for by FIFA. — AFP

BERN: Former head of European football’s governing body UEFA, Michel Platini arrives to the building of the Office of the
Attorney General of Switzerland for a hearing over the corruption case that shattered his dream of taking over the FIFA
on Monday in Bern. — AFP

Saudi Arabia frontrunner to host mega-fights

Ronaldo return
to Real Madrid
possible: Zidane
MADRID: Zinedine Zidane opened the door to
Cristiano Ronaldo returning to Real Madrid on
Monday, admitting a comeback is “possible” for the
striker. Asked by Sky Italia if there is any truth to
rumors that Ronaldo could rejoin Madrid, Zidane
said: “It’s possible, it’s possible.”

“We know Cristiano,” Zidane added. “We know
the person he is and everything he’s done at Real
Madrid. But now he’s a Juventus player and you
have to have respect both him and the club.” Asked
if he would like to coach Ronaldo again, Zidane
said: “I did what I had to do with Cristiano. Let’s
see what will happen in the future.”

Reports in Spain have suggested Ronaldo is
keen on returning to Real Madrid, where he
enjoyed a hugely successful nine years before leav-
ing in 2018 for 100 million euros. The 36-year-old
increased speculation last week with a cryptic post
on social media, in which he wrote: “It’s true the
past belongs in museums (I should say!) but fortu-
nately, football has memory... and so do I!”

Ronaldo’s time at Juventus has not been as suc-
cessful as was hoped. The team sit third in Serie A
while defeat by Porto last week meant they went
out in the Champions League last 16 for a second
consecutive year. — AFP

Gronkowski 
re-signs with
Buccaneers
LOS ANGELES: Tampa Bay Buccaneers
tight end Rob Gronkowski has re-signed
with the Super Bowl champions on a one-
year deal worth up to $10 million, reports
said Monday. Gronkowski, a long-time New
England Patriots teammate and close friend
of Buccaneers quarterback Tom Brady, will
receive $8 million for the 2021 campaign with
bonuses worth an additional $2 million,
NFL.com reported.

The 31-year-old future Hall-of-Famer
came out of retirement last year to reunite
with Brady in Tampa Bay, and scored two
touchdowns in the Bucs’ 31-9 Super Bowl
win over the Kansas City Chiefs  last
month. News of Gronkowski’s return to
Tampa Bay next season comes after Brady
on Friday agreed a contract extension that
will keep him in Florida for the next two
seasons at least.

Brady’s restructured deal allows Tampa
Bay to make payrol l  savings aimed at
ensuring that the core of the team that won
the Super Bowl is available to return next
season. As the NFL’s free agency negotiat-
ing period opened on Monday, the
Buccaneers also moved to lock up star
pass-rusher Shaquil Barrett.

Barrett has inked a four-year deal worth
up to $72 million, with $36 million in salary
guaranteed. He confirmed the new deal in a
post on Instagram. “If it’s meant to be, it will
be,” Barrett wrote. “Something special about
this whole organization and am so excited to
be a part of it for four more years.”

Barrett was a key member of the
Buccaneers’ dominant defense last season,
sacking Green Bay quarterback Aaron
Rodgers three times in the NFC
Championship game before sacking Chiefs
star Patrick Mahomes in the Super Bowl. In
other notable free agency deals on Monday,
the Chiefs strengthened their offensive line
after snapping up New England’s Joe Thuney
in a five-year deal worth $80 million, accord-
ing to ESPN.

The 28-year-old Thuney played five sea-
sons for the Patriots after being drafted in
2016, and appeared in three straight Super
Bowls in 2017, 2018 and 2019. The move
should give Chiefs quarterback Mahomes
better protection after he was run ragged by
Tampa Bay in the Super Bowl. — AFP
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