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News in brief

KD 4 billion payroll increase

KUWAIT: The total salaries paid to public
sector employees and included in Kuwait’s
budget jumped by KD 4 billion in the past 10
fiscal years (2009/2010 to 2018/2019), rising
from KD 3.2 billion to KD 7.2 billion at a com-
pound annual rate of 9.5 percent, Al-Anbaa
reported yesterday. This means around KD 52
billion has been paid in salaries to workers in
government entities during the past 10 years.
A local study revealed consumption and
spending by citizens and expats in Kuwait and
abroad during the past 10 years (2010 to
2020) shows that high salaries in the govern-
ment and private sectors, in addition to facili-
ties given by Kuwaiti banks, are the main
spending motivators. 

Curfew violators arrested

A security source said a police patrol in Bneid
Al-Gar spotted a vehicle with two persons
inside in violation of the curfew, Al-Rai Arabic
daily reported. When pulled over, both were
found under the influence. When asked for
IDs, they said they were not carrying any,
insulted the officers, exchanged blows and
injured one of the officers. Backup was called
and the two suspects were brought under
control and taken to Dasma police station.
The injured officer received eight stiches in
the head. Both suspects were detained and
will face further legal action.

Kuwaiti Ambassador, Thai top 
lawmaker discuss bilateral ties
BANGKOK: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Thailand
Mohammad Al-Failakawi met yesterday with
Thailand’s Parliament Speaker Chuan Leekpai. In a
statement to the press, the Kuwaiti embassy in
Thailand said that Ambassador Failakawi and

Speaker Leekpai discussed ways to enhance and
support the development of relations between the
two countries. It added that Leekpai expressed his
wishes to visit Kuwait as soon as the coronavirus
pandemic is resolved. — KUNA

BANGKOK: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Thailand Mohammad Al-Failakawi meets with Thailand’s Parliament
Speaker Chuan Leekpai. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Policemen check the curfew passes of motorists at a checkpoint on Fourth Ring Road on Monday. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Stoltenberg lauds
role of Kuwait’s
NATO-ICI center
BRUSSELS: NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg yesterday expressed his appreciation
for the Alliance’s partnership in the Gulf region and
praised the role of NATO-ICI center in Kuwait
which was established in 2017. “We very much
appreciate and value the partnership that we have
in the Gulf region as part of the ICI (Istanbul
Cooperation Initiative) framework that we have,” he
told an online press conference while presenting his
Annual Report for 2020. “We of course also wel-
come the regional training center we have in
Kuwait. I had the honor of visiting the center sever-
al times. I welcome the fact that in that center we
bring together NATO allies and partners in the
region and that we strengthen our partnership and
we work together on wide range of concrete tasks
and issues,” he said.

“We are open to further step up our coopera-
tion with partners in the Gulf region and therefore
we continue to consult and work with different
partners in that region because the Gulf region and
the Mediterranean region both regions are impor-
tant for NATO,” he stressed. The ICI initiative
includes Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar and the UAE.
NATO’s Istanbul Cooperation Initiative, launched
at the Alliance’s Summit in the Turkish city in June
2004, aims to contribute to long-term regional

security by offering countries of the Gulf region
practical bilateral security cooperation with
NATO. Commenting on the current NATO mission
in Iraq, he said that “everything we do in Iraq will
be based on the request by the Iraqi government
fully respecting the territorial integrity and sover-
eignty of Iraq.”

Stoltenberg stressed that the NATO mission in
Iraq is a training and advice mission and not a com-
bat mission. The 142-page report covers NATO’s
work and achievements throughout the year of
2020. The report said that the Kuwait based
NATO-Istanbul Cooperation Initiative Regional
Centre delivered its first course online in
September 2020. Since its inauguration in 2017, the
center has hosted more than 1,000 participants
from the Gulf, as well as more than 200 experts
from NATO countries. — KUNA
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