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KUWAIT: Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister of 
State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah yesterday received a copy of 
the credentials of Ambassador of the Vatican Eugene 
Martin Nugent, at the General Office of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. In the meeting, Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
wished the new ambassador success in his tenure and 
for relations between both sides to further progress 
and prosper. Senior foreign ministry officials attended 
the meeting. 

Separately, Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister 
Ambassador Majdi Al-Dhafiri met yesterday with US 
Ambassador to Kuwait Alina Romanowski. During the 

meeting, both sides discussed bilateral ties and recent 
regional and international developments. Assistant 
Foreign Minister for the Deputy Foreign Minister’s 
office Ambassador Ayham Al-Omar and Assistant 
Foreign Minister for Americas Affairs Ambassador 
Hamad Al-Mashaan were present at the meeting.  

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Minister of Higher Education 
and Oil Minister Dr Mohammad Al-Fares had dis-
cussed on Monday with Ambassador Romanowski 
cooperation to dispatch Kuwait students to study at 
the US universities’ specialties needed in the local 
labor market. In a press statement, the Ministry of 
Higher Education stated that during the meeting they 

tackled key issues related to Kuwaiti students who 
are currently studying in the US. They also discussed 
issues of mutual interest in fields of higher education 
and scientific research. 

In other news, Chief of Kuwait Fire Force Lt Gen 
Khaled Al-Mikrad received in his office yesterday Dr 
Amira Al-Hassan, head of mission of the UN-Habitat - 
Arabian Gulf Branch. The two sides discussed ways to 
enhance cooperation in order to improve the society’s 
disaster response capabilities, Kuwait Fire Force said 
in a statement. Other officials from Kuwait Fire Force 
and the UN-Habitat - Arabian Gulf Branch attended 
the meeting. — KUNA

Foreign Minister receives new 
Vatican envoy’s credentials 

Deputy Foreign Minister, US ambassador discuss ties

KUWAIT: Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah receives a copy of the credentials of Ambassador of the Vatican Eugene Martin 
Nugent. — KUNA photos

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad 
Al-Sabah meets Ambassador of the Vatican Eugene Martin Nugent.

Deputy Foreign Minister Ambassador Majdi Al-Dhafiri meets with US Ambassador to Kuwait Alina 
Romanowski.

Chief of Kuwait Fire Force Lt Gen Khaled Al-Mikrad meets Dr Amira Al-Hassan, head of mission of the UN-
Habitat - Arabian Gulf Branch.

UN-Habitat, 
KFF discuss  
cooperation

Continued from Page 1 
 
Dahoum said after the withdrawal that “wise peo-

ple have intervened and reduced the level of ten-
sions”, but insisted this will not let them forget the 
constitutional court ruling, saying he will continue to 

fight the verdict with “constitutional means”. 
Earlier in the day, Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-

Ghanem said he was also referred to the public pros-
ecution for interrogation for violating health measures 
when he celebrated his election win with a large num-
ber of supporters. Ghanem admitted that he violated 
the health measures and said he will ask the Assembly 
to lift his parliamentary immunity to be interrogated, a 
step which may not be needed after the government 
withdrew all complaints. The National Assembly is 
expected to hold next week its first regular session 
since Jan 5, when the government resigned.
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 “This meant tens of thousands of avoided deaths 

from air pollution.” 
But only 24 of 106 countries monitored met 

WHO safety guidelines, said the report, based on 
the world’s largest database of ground-level air 
pollution measurements. China and many South 
Asian nations experienced PM2.5 pollution several 
time greater than WHO recommended thresholds, 
and in some regions the concentration was six to 
eight times higher. Twenty-two of the world’s more 
polluted cities are in India. Bangladesh, Pakistan, 
India, Mongolia and Afghanistan topped the 2020 
ranking, with average annual PM2.5 concentrations 
between 77 and 47 micrograms per cubic meter 
(mcg/m3) of air. 

The UN says PM2.5 density should not top 25 
mcg/m3 in any 24-hour period, or 10 mcg/m3 aver-
aged across an entire year. The most polluted capi-
tal cities in the world last year were New Delhi (84 
mcg/m3) and Dhaka (77), with Jakarta, Kathmandu, 
Islamabad, Hanoi and Beijing all in the top 20. 
About half of all European cities exceed WHO’s 
suggested limits.  

Air pollution levels were made worse in 2020 - 
tied for the hottest year on record - by climate 
change, the report noted. Wildfires fuelled by 
scorching heatwaves led to extremely high pollution 

levels in California, South America and Australia. 
Data from the first few months show PM2.5 pollu-
tion returning to pre-pandemic levels. 

The European Space Agency (ESA) reported 
Monday that concentrations of another health-dam-
aging air pollutant that dipped in 2020, nitrogen 
oxide (NO2), has also rebounded and, in some parts 
of the world, is on the rise. After dropping, for 
example, about 40 percent last February in Chinese 
megacities Beijing and Chongqing, NO2 levels shot 
back up last month to 2019 in Beijing, and nearly 
double from 2019 levels in Chongqing.  

“We expected air pollution to rebound as lock-
downs are lifted across the globe,” Claus Zehner, 
ESA’s mission manager for the Copernicus Sentinel-
5P Earth monitoring satellite, said in a statement. “In 
the coming weeks and months, we expect increases 
of nitrogen dioxide concentrations also over 
Europe.” Air pollution shortens lives worldwide by 
nearly three years on average, and causes more 
than eight million premature deaths annually, earlier 
studies have found. 

The WHO calculates 4.2 million deaths from out-
door air pollution, but has underestimated the 
impact on cardiovascular disease, recent research 
has shown. Average lifespan is cut 4.1 years in 
China, 3.9 years in India, and 3.8 years in Pakistan. 
In Europe, life expectancy is shortened by eight 
months. PM2.5 particles penetrate deep into the 
lungs and enter the bloodstream. In 2013, the WHO 
classified it as a cancer-causing agent. Compared to 
other causes of premature death, air pollution 
worldwide kills 19 times more people each year than 
malaria, nine times more than HIV/AIDS, and three 
times more than alcohol.  — AFP  
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“They have respiratory difficulties and eyesight 

problems,” said Abdelqader, who himself lost six 
family members in the massacre. “Neither the feder-
al authorities nor the Iraqi Kurdish authorities have 
set up a care program to help them,” he added. 

Up until the start of the coronavirus pandemic, it 
was Iran that each year took on the care of several 
patients, but always on a piecemeal basis. Halabja 
families are also still trying to find children that 
went missing amid the chaos of the attack, with 
many having been sheltered and treated in Iran, 
just 10 km away. “142 children are still missing”, 
said Ayad Arass, who heads the local child protec-
tion commission.  

Halabja resident Swiba Mohammed, 60, believed 
for a time that justice would be served. She even 
went in 2006 to Baghdad to testify against Saddam’s 
cousin and henchman, Ali Hassan Al-Majid - an infa-
mous general better known as “Chemical Ali”. Majid 
was hanged four years later for ordering the attack, 
which he said was carried out to protect Iraq against 
its powerful neighbor Iran. 

But his death brought little respite to 
Mohammed, who lost five of her children in the 
massacre, as well as her sight. “For years, officials 
have been promising to send me abroad to have 
surgery so I can finally again see the faces of my 
surviving children,” she told AFP. “But not one of 
them kept their word,” she said between sobs. 

Saddam, overthrown in 2003 after a US-led 
invasion, was hanged in 2006, sentenced to death 
for the massacre of 148 Shiite Muslims - who make 

up the majority in Iraq but faced repression under 
the Sunni dictator’s regime. His death put an end to 
proceedings against him for “genocide” over the 
deaths of 180,000 Kurds - including those killed in 
Halabja - during the ruthless 1987-1988 “Anfal” 
campaign. 

Unable to convict Saddam, the residents of 
Halabja are now trying to force his accomplices out 
of the woodwork. On March 13, 2018, a total of 
5,500 relatives of victims sued 25 European com-
panies and individuals, including Iraqis, who they 
say aided Saddam’s regime in developing its chemi-
cal weapons stockpile, one of their lawyers, Ayad 
Ismail, said. 

“There have already been eight hearings and the 
next one is set for June,” Ismail told AFP, adding 
that “summons will be sent to companies cited that 
have asked to see the evidence”. But for 
Abdelqader, time is running out. Since the fall of 
Saddam, he said “116 survivors of the attack have 
died”, and their living testimony of the massacre 
with them. — AFP 
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growth, a boom in tourism, and the effects of for-

est fires in the surrounding wilderness for many 

years. Russian swimmers have previously competed 
in icy swims across the lake’s frigid waters to draw 
attention to the ecological threats it faces. 

Molchanov, a 14-time world champion freediver, 
claims to now hold 20 world records. His mother 
Natalia Molchanova was also a freediver and during 
her career was described as possibly the world’s 
greatest. She went missing during a private lesson 
off the coast of Spain in August 2015 and was pre-
sumed dead a few days later.  —AFP 
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HALABJA: A Kurdish woman prays yesterday over 
the grave of a relative killed in the Halabja chemical 
attack in 1988. — AFP 


