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Cavani ‘proud’ to wear
Man Utd shirt after
father’s talk of exit
LONDON: Edinson Cavani said he was proud to
wear the Manchester United shirt after his father
claimed the Uruguay striker was unhappy in
England and wanted to finish his career in South
America. Luis Cavani told media in Argentina on
Tuesday that the 34-year-old star was eyeing a
possible move to Boca Juniors later this year.
“(Edinson) today does not feel comfortable where
he is,” Luis Cavani told Argentine television chan-
nel TyC Sports. “He has been thinking for more
than two years that he wants to be closer to the
family.”

Luis Cavani said his son was also unhappy with
his treatment by English football authorities over
his suspension earlier this season for using a racial
term in a social media post. The striker was
banned for three games after an exchange on
Instagram in which he addressed a friend, Pablo
Fernandez, using the commonly used Spanish term
“negrito” (small black person).

Although a disciplinary panel found Cavani had
not intended to cause offence with the remark, he
was still sanctioned-triggering an outcry in
Uruguay. “That he was suspended for three games
is a nonsense,” Luis Cavani said. “Here we always
use that word. We are not racists. Part of that is
weighing on his decision.” But Edinson Cavani lat-
er uploaded a photo of himself to his Instagram
page along with the caption “Proud to wear this
shirt @manchesterunited.”

Speculation about the forward’s future comes
after United manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer indi-
cated last month that he would attempt to per-
suade him to remain at Old Trafford. Cavani has
impressed on and off the pitch since joining on a
free transfer from Paris Saint-Germain in October,
scoring seven goals in 25 appearances.

The Uruguayan signed a one-season deal with
United with the option to extend by a further year.
However, Cavani’s father said his son had long
dreamed of playing for Boca Juniors. “Imagine him
celebrating a goal with the fans,” Luis Cavani said.
“We know what Boca and Argentine football is.
There is a 60 percent chance Edinson will come
to South America.” —AFP

TURIN: Cristiano Ronaldo’s Juventus crashed out
of the Champions League in the last 16 for the
second year running on Tuesday, losing to 10-
man Porto on away goals despite winning the
second leg 3-2 in Turin. Sergio Oliveira’s extra-
time free-kick sent twice former winners Porto
through to the quarter-finals as the tie finished 4-
4 on aggregate.

Leading 2-1 from the first leg in Portugal,
Oliveira’s first-half penalty increased Porto’s
advantage but Juventus leveled the tie through two
goals from Federico Chiesa, which came either side
of Porto striker Mehdi Taremi’s red card.

Oliveira then rifled home a low free-kick on 115
minutes, which passed through the legs of
Ronaldo, with Adrien Rabiot’s header in reply
coming in vain for Juventus. “When you make four
big errors over two legs in the Champions League
last 16, you can get eliminated,” said Juventus
coach Andrea Pirlo. “It will take a few days to wipe
this game from our minds, but then we must play
every game with the right attitude, realize we’re
still only in March and have time to climb the Serie
A table.”

Juventus had been counting on Portuguese
striker Ronaldo, the competition’s record goalscor-
er, and in-form Spaniard Alvaro Morata, who had
scored six goals in the competition this season, to
pull them through. But Juventus’ Champions
League heartache stretching back 25 years contin-
ued, falling in the first knockout round the second
consecutive year after losing to French club Lyon
last season.

“The work of the whole team was important to

go through in a manner that was fully deserved,”
said veteran Porto defender Pepe. “It’s hard to
explain by words the way we managed to react
(playing with 10 men). Today we showed lots of
character: the players were focused and that made
it easy for us.”

Pirlo, in his first season as Juventus coach, had
regained several injured players including mid-
fielder Arthur and defender Leonardo Bonucci, but
captain Giorgio Chiellini remained on the bench
with Danilo suspended. Porto goalkeeper Agustin
Marchesin produced a sharp early save to turn
away a Morata header, while Taremi nodded
against the crossbar at the other end in a lively
start to the game. 

The Italian champions fell behind on the night
when Merih Demiral conceded a penalty after
bundling over Taremi in the box, with Dutch refer-
ee Bjorn Kuipers pointing to the spot. Oliveira
made no mistake, sending Wojciech Szczesny the
wrong way to give the visitors a 3-1 advantage
overall. Marchesin continued his heroics, the
Argentine blocking from Morata on 26 minutes
and Rabiot minutes later after the French midfield-
er took aim from distance.

Chiesa revives Juve hopes
Juve hit back after the break thanks to Chiesa’s

double, the first on 49 minutes when Ronaldo con-
trolled and knocked it back for Chiesa to curl in
past Marchesin from a tight angle. Porto soon went
a man down with Taremi sent off for two quick yel-
low cards, the second for recklessly kicking the
ball away.

Despite the Iranian’s absence Porto managed to
hold on, with Pepe intervening brilliantly to force
Chiesa into striking the post after rounding
Marchesin. Chiesa made no mistake just after the

hour getting his head to another perfect Juan
Cuadrado cross which Marchesin again got a hand
to but could not stop as Juve pulled level 3-3 on
aggregate. —AFP

Italian champs fail to reach last 8 for second straight year

Ronaldo silenced as Porto knock
Juventus out of Champions League

TURIN: Juventus’ Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo (right) reacts as FC Porto’s players cele-
brate at the end of the UEFA Champions League round of 16 second leg football match between
Juventus Turin and FC Porto on Tuesday at the Juventus stadium in Turin. —AFP

Haaland double
fires Dortmund
into quarter-finals
DORTMUND: Erling Braut Haaland
scored twice as Borussia Dortmund
held off a late Sevilla fightback to
reach the Champions League quarter-
finals with a ‘crazy, amazing’ 5-4
aggregate win after a frantic 2-2 sec-
ond-leg draw on Tuesday.

Haaland, who also netted a double
in Dortmund’s 3-2 last 16 first-leg vic-
tory, tapped in a first-half opener and
scored a retaken penalty after the
break behind closed doors at Signal
Iduna Park. “It was a hard game —
I’m tired now, but to be in the next
round feels very good,” Haaland told
Sky. “It was a crazy game and a crazy,
amazing win.”

Sevilla forward Youssef En-Nesyri
scored a 69th-minute spot-kick and a
last-gasp equaliser but Dortmund
clung on. “We’re not happy with the
result. Truth is, we didn’t have any
luck — they had one chance and they
scored,” En-Nesyri told Movistar.
“We fought until the last minute.”

Haaland, the man of the match, is
the competition’s top-scorer this sea-
son with 10 goals in six games. The
20-year-old is the youngest player to
reach 20 Champions League goals, in
just 14 appearances, breaking the pre-
vious mark set by Kylian Mbappe.

“We have been punished by a player
(Haaland) who will make his mark on
this era,” predicted Sevilla coach Julen
Lopetegui. 

Although they had lost three of
their four previous games, Sevilla
dominated the opening exchanges
and Dortmund had to withstand
intense early pressure before taking
the lead against the run of play. When
the Spaniards lost possession in their
own half, Dortmund midfielder
Mahmoud Dahoud slipped a pass to
Marco Reus, who sprinted to reach
the ball at the byline and Haaland
diverted in his cut-back.

‘Turbulent’ finish
He had the ball in the net again

just after the interval, but the goal
was disallowed after the referee
decided Haaland had fouled Sevilla
defender Fernando before firing
home from a tight angle after con-
sulting the pitchside monitor.
However, the referee also awarded a
penalty after spotting a foul on
Haaland earlier in the build-up.

Reus, Dortmund’s usual penalty
taker, stepped aside to allow Haaland
to take the spot-kick. Although his
first effort was tipped onto the post
by Yassine Bounou, the Sevilla goal-
keeper moved before the kick was
taken and Haaland made no mistake
with his second attempt.

Both Haaland and Sevilla midfielder
Joan Jordan were booked for some
pushing and shoving, with the La Liga

side angered by Haaland’s celebra-
tions. “I missed the first penalty, but if
he’d stood on the line I’d have scored,
but he cheated,” added Haaland. “I
was a little bit nervous on the second
penalty, but I knew it would be nice to
score a second goal.”

Dortmund defender Emre Can also
earned a yellow card and gave away a
penalty for a blatant push on Sevilla
forward Luuk de Jong, which
Morocco striker En-Nesyri blasted
home. With five minutes left, Bounou

produced a stunning reflex save from
Dahoud’s shot in the area.

However, Sevilla were not finished
and En-Nesyri netted again with a
powerful header just before the final
whistle as Dortmund weathered a
late storm. “It  was a turbulent
game,” said Dortmund caretaker
coach Edin Terzic. “It’s not a given
for us to get this far, so now to be
among the best eight in Europe
makes us very happy. Erling Haaland
was just outstanding.” —AFP

DORTMUND: Dortmund’s Norwegian forward Erling Braut Haaland (right)
gets past Sevilla’s Spanish midfielder Joan Jordan Moreno during the
UEFA Champions League, Last-16 2nd-Leg football match BVB Borussia
Dortmund v Sevilla FC at the Signal Iduna stadium in Dortmund, western
Germany on Tuesday. —AFP

Man Utd face AC Milan
in Europa League battle
of recovering giants
LONDON: Manchester United and AC Milan meet
in the Europa League last 16 tonight in a battle of
European royalty, with both clubs showing signs
of revival. With 10 Champions League titles
between them, United and Milan were once feared
across Europe for their swashbuckling play and
financial muscle.

But both clubs have lost their luster in recent
years, making their first meeting since 2010 an
intriguing affair. In a sign of the drop in standards at
Old Trafford and the San Siro, the 11th encounter
between two of the world’s most historic teams will
be their first outside the Champions League knock-
out stages.

United, 20-time English champions, have not won
the Premier League since Alex Ferguson’s last sea-
son in charge in 2013. Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s side
are unlikely to end that drought this season as they
trail leaders Manchester City by 11 points with 10
games left.

Sunday’s impressive 2-0 win at City was a sign
United are at least heading in the right direction
at last after losing their way under several of

Ferguson’s successors. Calling for United to build
on that success, Solskjaer praised his side’s ener-
gy levels.

“We are going to do everything we can to keep
the performance levels up every day,” he said. “I
feel we are a better team to 12, 16, 18 months ago.
We have improved massively. We are more robust,
resilient and there is more personality in the team.
That is what I like.”

The most recent of Milan’s 18 Serie A titles
came in 2011, with a sixth-place finish last term
earning a return to Europe after a one-season
absence. That was a small step in the right direc-
tion for Milan, who have not played in the
Champions League since 2014.

Ibrahimovic return?
Milan’s gradual improvement under boss Stefano

Pioli has taken them to second in Serie A this term.
The seven-time European champions are six points
behind leaders Inter Milan — a 3-0 defeat against
their city rivals in February was a significant blow to
their title aspirations.

Trying to restore their domestic dominance is the
first goal for United and Milan on a long journey
they hope will eventually lead them back to the
Champions League summit as well. Winning the
Europa League would be another welcome sign of
better days to come.

Milan have never reached the final of the com-

petition but their striker Zlatan Ibrahimovic was a
United player when the English giants won the
Europa League in 2017. Ibrahimovic has missed
Milan’s past two games due to a muscle injury,
but Pioli hopes the 39-year-old Swede will be fit
for an Old Trafford return. “He is better... he will
have another examination to see how his recov-
ery is  going, we hope he can recover by
Thursday,” Pioli said. —AFP

MANCHESTER: Manchester United’s Norwegian man-
ager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer congratulates Manchester
United’s Portuguese midfielder Bruno Fernandes as he
is substituted during the English Premier League foot-
ball match between Manchester City and Manchester
United at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester, north
west England, on March 7, 2021. —AFP

Edinson Cavani

Aguero struggling
to get on Man
City teamsheet 
LONDON: Pep Guardiola says he may not be able to
give Sergio Aguero much time on the pitch before his
contract is due to end as Manchester City chase an
unprecedented quadruple. The club’s record goalscorer,

32, is back in contention after a season ravaged by
injury and illness but is short of match fitness and there
is little opportunity for the City boss to ease him back
into action. There is growing uncertainty over the
Argentine forward’s future, with his current deal expir-
ing at the end of the season. Asked if he hopes Aguero
stays longer at the Etihad, Guardiola said: “As a human
and as a person, even as a player, of course — but we
have to see what happens at the end of the season.

“We cannot forget how long he was out. He has
started getting better. I know he needs minutes to get to
his best condition but we are not maybe in the moment

to give him minutes for minutes’ (sake) because it is an
important part of the season. We have to be calm. The
club will speak to his agent to know the situation and we
are going to talk at the end of the season.”

The City boss said he did not know how the issue
would be resolved as his focus was firmly on the rest of
the current campaign. City look almost certain to win a
third Premier League title in four seasons and are well
placed to reach the Champions League quarter-finals
after beating Borussia Moenchengladbach 2-0 in the
first leg of their last-16 tie.

They face Everton in the FA Cup quarter-finals later

this month and play Tottenham in the final of the League
Cup in April. Guardiola’s immediate focus is the Premier
League and getting back to winning ways after
Sunday’s derby loss to Manchester United, which ended
their 21-game winning run in all competitions. 

The Catalan insisted he was not nervous as he
approached the final stage of the season with four
pieces of silverware in sight. “I’m less nervous being in
this position than being in a position behind,” he said. “I
was more nervous last season when we were behind
Liverpool from November. I am more relaxed than
ever.”  —AFP


