
Thursday, March 11, 2021

14
S p o r t s

Established 1961 

AHMEDABAD: England must take their Test mauling by
India “on the chin” and not just blame the conditions,
according to captain Joe Root. Root also staunchly
defended the rotation policy that has seen mass team
changes between the six Tests in Sri Lanka and India.

After seeing his side go down by an innings and 25
runs in Ahmedabad on Saturday, the England skipper
admitted his players had been “outplayed” by India who
won the series 3-1. India “performed very well, they
exploited the surface very well, they showed us how to
bat on that wicket. And similarly today with the ball they
were excellent,” he said.

Root said there had been times in the games when the
two sides had been “at parity” but India better “exploit-
ed” the crumbling pitches that became a spinners’ para-
dise. “Their experience of these conditions as a whole
probably just outweighed us and was a big difference in
this series,” he said

Can do better
England can now look forward to inquests with par-

ticular attention on team selection and the changes
forced by the rotation policy that saw star spinner
Moeen Ali go home for the two final tests. Batsman
Jonny Bairstow played in Sri Lanka, missed the opening
tests in India and then scored three zeros in four
innings on his return.

Root, whose double century in the first Test has been
overshadowed by the following losses, said both issues
would be looked at because defeat had been “disap-
pointing” and “frustrating” and that errors could have
been made in team choices. “That’s something that you
as captain have to take on the chin and you have to
understand that every now and again, you’re going to
make mistakes,” he said.

“I think the guys have to embrace what has happened.
They have to be realistic. There are areas where we can
get better,” he said. “We would be stupid to come away
from this trip and say: ‘Oh it was India, it was extreme
conditions, the ball was spinning, it was skidding, it was
impossible to bat’. That is the wrong attitude. The most

important thing is to come away and say ‘you know there
are things we can get better at’.”

Root said England’s rotation policy was introduced
because of the pressure of the coronavirus pandemic and
the heavy schedule this year with 17 Tests, the Twenty20
World Cup bringing them back to India and then a
crunch Ashes tour in Australia.

“We have said all along that making sure that players
are looked after and that their welfare and wellbeing is
paramount,” he said. “It is difficult, of course as a captain

you want all the players available all of the time. But in
the current climate it’s just not possible. We have got to
get away from playing guys and running them into the
ground until they fall over.”

And Root concluded with a veiled warning for
when India visit England this summer. “We know when
we come home and play in our own conditions, it will
be very different. Yes, there will be things to look at,
but also we’re not a bad side just because of these
three games.” —AFP
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Root admits players were ‘outplayed’ by India

AHMEDABAD: England’s captain Joe Root plays a shot on the third day of the fourth Test cricket match
between India and England at the Narendra Modi Stadium in Motera on March 6, 2021. — AFP

Japan to face South
Korea in first home
game since pandemic
TOKYO: Japan will play South Korea in a friendly in
Yokohama on March 25, the Japan Football Association
announced yesterday, in their first home game since the
coronavirus pandemic began. The four-time Asian cham-
pions will take on their Korean neighbors at the 72,000-
capacity Nissan Stadium, although attendance restrictions
have yet to be announced.

The greater Tokyo region — including Yokohama — is
currently under a coronavirus state of emergency that is
set to end on March 21. Under the restrictions, attendance
at sporting events is capped at 5,000 or half capacity,
whichever is lowest. Japan have not played at home since
losing 4-1 to Venezuela in November 2019, but they
played four friendly matches in Europe last year using
entirely overseas-based squads.

“I think the fact that we’re able to play this game in the
middle of a pandemic is down to the efforts of a lot of
people,” Japan manager Hajime Moriyasu said in a state-
ment. “I’m grateful for everyone’s cooperation. For every-
one who’s done everything to make this match happen
and for everyone who supports us, we want to deliver a
win and give everything to give everyone a lift.”

The match will coincide with the March 25 start of the
postponed Olympic torch relay. Organizers are currently
battling public skepticism about whether the Games can be
held safely this summer, and are expected to soon
announce that foreign fans will be barred from attending.
Japan were originally scheduled to restart their 2022 World
Cup qualifying campaign at home to Myanmar on March
25, but the match was postponed following the military
coup in Myanmar.

They will now resume their qualifying campaign
against Mongolia on March 30. The match will be played
in Japan despite Mongolia being the home team, because
of the pandemic. Japan’s under-24 Olympic team, which
Moriyasu also manages, will play home friendlies against
Argentina on March 26 and 29. —AFP

News in brief

Man City v Gladbach moved

LONDON: Manchester City’s Champions League
last-16 second leg against Borussia
Moenchengladbach has been switched from the
Etihad Stadium to Budapest due to coronavirus
travel restrictions, UEFA said yesterday. Man City
won the first leg which was also held in the
Hungarian capital 2-0. European football’s govern-
ing body UEFA confirmed the match “will now be
played at the Puskas Arena in Budapest.” The date
and kick off time - March 16 at 20:00 GMT -
remain the same. It is the latest match to be moved
to a neutral venue in the Champions League and
Europa League this season. —AFP

Ikee returns from leukemia 

TOKYO: Japanese swim star Rikako Ikee will enter
four events at next month’s national championships,
reports said yesterday, as she vies for a Tokyo
Olympics spot in her comeback from leukemia. The
20-year-old, who was diagnosed with leukemia in
February 2019, will compete in the women’s 50
meters and 100m freestyle, the 100m butterfly and
the non-Olympic 50m butterfly at the April 3-10
nationals in Tokyo. The event doubles as a qualifier
for this summer’s coronavirus-delayed Tokyo Games.
Ikee, who has played down her chances of appearing
at Tokyo 2020 since launching her comeback last
year, will secure an unlikely Olympic spot if she fin-
ishes in the top two at the nationals and meets the
entry time. —AFP

Football’s head injury
policy a ‘shambles’:
Brain specialist
LONDON: A concussion expert told British
lawmakers on Tuesday that football’s man-
agement of head injuries was a “shambles”
during a parliamentary inquiry on the issue.
The House of Commons Digital, Culture,
Media and Sport committee probe into
concussion in sport comes as concerns
grow over the potential risks of long-term
brain injury.

England 1966 World Cup winner Bobby
Charlton has recently been diagnosed with
dementia and a group of former rugby inter-
nationals are involved in a legal case against
a number of governing bodies after being
diagnosed with neurological conditions.

Consultant neuropathologist Wil l ie
Stewart, speaking to MPs, said he could not
understand why football had not followed
rugby’s path in introducing temporary substi-
tutions, which allow a longer period of time
for a potential concussion to be assessed.

“Football has a habit, whenever it is forced
to develop, of going out on their own and
trying to develop something unique to every-
body else as if the problem never occurred
before,” he said. “What football has intro-
duced is a shambles in 2021.”

Footbal l ’s  lawmaking body, the
International Football Association Board
(IFAB), has approved trials of permanent
concussion substitutes, with the initial on-
field assessment period remaining at three
minutes before next steps — further exami-
nation or a substitution — are taken.

Asked whether temporary substitutions
were preferable, Stewart added:
“Unquestionably. Rugby has made great
developments in understanding how you can
assess and identify players with brain injury
on the field, and that should be the model and
the benchmark that (other) sports start from.
They shouldn’t be starting with a blank page
and drawing up a protocol, they should just
be saying ‘how do we make that happen in
football?’”

Stewart led a 2019 study which found that
professional footballers were three-and-a-
half times more likely to die from neurode-
generative disease compared with members
of the general population. He said head
impacts were probably leading to long-last-
ing brain injuries in athletes across a range of
sports but that it would be a “virtual impossi-
bility” to prove it beyond reasonable doubt.

Women’s risk
Stewart said rugby could be made safer

even though it was a contact and collision
sport. “On the one hand, the global business,
the industry, there is a reveling in the colli-
sions and the contact, but it’s doing a lot of
damage to young men and women so they
are desperately trying to find a solution,” he
said. One area of particular concern to the
neuropathologist is the lack of research on
the impact of head injuries among women.

“I think what does concern me is that
while the rules for men’s footbal l  and
women’s football are exactly the same, the
risk of concussion in women’s football is
about twice that in men’s football,” he told
MPs. “So the risk of injury is doubled. That
repeats itself through rugby and various oth-
er sports, so we would definitely have a con-
cern about what the long-term consequences
of that might be.”

Peter McCabe, the chief executive of brain
injury charity Headway, said he and his
organization felt “patronized” by the football
authorities, and had engaged more closely
with rugby and hockey. “It’s been a bit one-
sided to be honest,” he said. “We’ve made
efforts going back as far as 2013 to have dia-
logue and we feel like we have been a bit
patronized, to be frank.” —AFP

Mum drives
Bayern starlet
Musiala to training
BERLIN: Bayern Munich starlet Jamal Musiala
has revealed that his mother has to drive him to
training while the 18-year-old works on getting
his driving license. “So far I’ve been very happy
that my mum has been so nice as to drive me to
training,” Musiala told magazine Sport Bild. “I’m
currently working towards getting my driving
license and I’m really looking forward to driving
myself soon.”

Last Friday, Musiala signed a five-year con-
tract — his first as a professional — with the club
world champions, which he described as a “child-
hood dream come true”. Just a week after his 18th

birthday, Musiala signed the deal which will
reportedly earn him five million euros ($6 million)
per year. Bayern’s players each receive a car pro-
vided by the club’s sponsor. Musiala says he has
no idea which car he will be given, but he doesn’t
mind “as long as it drives and has a good music
system.” The teenager has so far made 27
appearances for the Bundesliga leaders. He
scored his first Champions League goal in the 4-1
win over Lazio in the last 16, first leg. The return
leg is in Munich next week.

Stuttgart-born Musia la  came through
Chelsea’s  academy and played for England
Under-21s last November but has opted to play
senior football for Germany. Germany coach
Joachim Loew, who will step down after the
European championships in July, reportedly plans
to call up Musiala for World Cup qualifiers later
this month. The teenager says he wants to “win
titles with Bayern and Germany”. Musiala hopes
Loew reverses his 2019 decision to permanently

drop Thomas Mueller so the Bayern team-mates
can play for Germany. “I would be happy to play
a European Championship with Thomas,”
Musiala added. —AFP

Jamal Musiala


