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WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden 
will hold first-ever joint talks tomorrow with 
the leaders of Australia, India and Japan, 
boosting an emerging four-way alliance 
often cast as a bulwark against China. It will 
be one of the first summits, albeit in virtual 
format, for Biden, who has vowed to revive 
US alliances in the wake of the disarray of 
Donald Trump’s administration. 

“That President Biden has made this 
one of his earliest multilateral engage-
ments speaks to the importance that we 
place on close cooperation with our allies 
and partners in the Indo-Pacific,” White 
House press secretary Jen Psaki told 
reporters Tuesday. 

The meeting of the so-called “Quad” 
comes amid rising tensions with China, 
which is seen as flexing its muscle both in 
trade and security realms. Australian 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison said that 
Biden was “taking this to another level.” 
“It will be an historic moment in our 
region and it sends a strong message to 
the region about our support for a sover-
eign, independent Indo-Pacific,” Morrison 
told reporters. 

Both Psaki and India, which earlier 
announced the participation of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, said that the 
talks would take up climate change and 
the COVID-19 pandemic-two key priori-
ties for Biden. 

“The leaders will discuss regional and 

global issues of shared interest, and 
exchange views on practical areas of 
cooperation towards maintaining a free, 
open and inclusive Indo-Pacific region,” 
the Indian foreign ministry said in a state-
ment. The talks, also involving Japanese 
Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga, will touch 
as well on promoting maritime security 
and “ensuring safe, equitable and afford-
able vaccines” to fight COVID-19 in Asia, 
the Indian statement said. 

 
China’s growing assertiveness  

Japan said that Suga spoke separately 
Thursday to Modi and voiced alarm about 
China’s “unilateral attempts to change the 
status quo in the East and South China 
Sea” as well as the status of rights in 
Xinjiang and Hong Kong. State 
Department spokesman Ned Price told 
reporters that the Quad was well-
equipped to deal with the world’s “urgent 
challenges” but, asked about China, said, 
the format is “not about any single com-
petitor.” 

The summit follows talks on February 
18 among the foreign ministers of the 
Quad when they pressed jointly for a 
restoration of democracy in Myanmar 
after the military ousted democratic 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi on February 1. 
US officials cast the meeting as a key way 
of exerting pressure as India and Japan 
enjoy closer relationships with Myanmar’s 

military-which has historically counted on 
China as its main source of support. 

The Quad foreign ministers, however, 
were careful not to make an explicit men-
tion of China, which has voiced alarm at 
what it sees as an effort to gang up on its 
interests in Asia. 

After Biden’s election, Chinese state 
media had printed articles calling on India 
to end the Quad, seeing New Delhi as the 
most likely opponent. But views have 
hardened in India after a pitched battle in 
the Himalayas last year killed at least 20 
Indian troops. China has named four dead 
in confirmation that took half a year. 

Australia has also shown growing will-
ingness to participate in the Quad as rela-
tions deteriorate with Beijing, last year 
joining naval exercises with the three oth-
er nations off India’s shores. 

The Quad was launched in 2007 by 
Japan’s then prime minister Shinzo Abe, 
who was alarmed at China’s growing 
assertiveness around Asia. Biden has 
pledged in general terms to continue his 
predecessor’s hawkish line on China, 
including by pressing on human rights and 
territorial disputes. 

But the Biden administration has 
promised what it considers a more pro-
ductive approach that includes boosting 
ties with allies and finding limited areas 
for cooperation with Beijing such as cli-
mate change. — AFP 

Biden to meet Australia, India, Japan PMs 
In message to China, President to boost a four-way alliance in tomorrow’s talks 

WASHINGTON, DC: President Joe Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris, and Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg meet with a bipartisan group of House members on infrastructure in the Oval Office of the White House in 
Washington, DC.  —AP 

MINNEAPOLIS, US: The first jurors were select-
ed on Tuesday in the high-profile trial of the white 
police officer accused of killing George Floyd, an 
African-American man whose death laid bare racial 
wounds in the United States and sparked “Black 
Lives Matter” protests across the globe. 

Former Minneapolis Police Department officer 
Derek Chauvin is facing charges of second-degree 
murder and manslaughter in connection with 
Floyd’s May 25 death, which was captured by 
bystanders on smartphone video. 

Jury selection had been scheduled to begin on 
Monday but was delayed for a day as prosecutors 
sought to reinstate a third-degree murder charge 
against the 44-year-old Chauvin. A Minnesota 
court of appeals has not yet issued its ruling but 
Hennepin County Judge Peter Cahill, clearly impa-
tient to get the landmark trial moving, decided to 
go ahead with jury selection anyway. 

After hours of detailed questioning by the 
defense team and prosecutors, three jurors were 
selected on Tuesday for the 12-member panel that 
will decide Chauvin’s fate. 

Second-degree murder carries a maximum sen-

tence of 40 years in prison. The jury selection 
process could take up to three weeks with opening 
arguments expected to begin on March 29. 

Chauvin was dismissed from the police force 
after he was captured on video with his knee on 
the neck of a pleading, gasping Floyd for nearly 
nine minutes. Chauvin, who has been free on bail, 
appeared in court on Tuesday surrounded by plexi-
glass as a Covid-19 precaution. 

He frequently jotted down notes on a yellow 
legal pad and conferred with his lawyers as 
prospective jurors were being questioned. Lawyers 
for both sides face the difficult task of finding 
jurors who have not already made up their minds 
about the widely publicized case. 

One potential juror, a Hispanic woman with halt-
ing English, was dismissed by the defense team 
using one of their 15 peremptory challenges. The 
woman had referred to Floyd’s “unjust” death on a 
16-page questionnaire that jurors had been asked 
to fill out. 

Another potential juror, a white man in his 20s 
or 30s who said he was a chemist, was selected.  
Asked by the judge if he could be “fair and impar-
tial,” the man, identified only as Juror No. 2, 
replied “Yes.” He told the defense team that he had 
never watched the viral video of Chauvin with his 
knee on Floyd’s neck. Also selected was a young 
woman who appeared to be biracial who said she 
would be “super-excited” to serve on the jury and 
would not be influenced by the fact her uncle is a 
police officer. —AFP

Child refugees  
dream of Syria  
they never knew 

 
GAZIANTEP, Turkey: Mohammad 
is five years old, Areej six and Dalaa 
10. Syrian refugees in Turkey, these 
children have inherited a yearning 
for a country they know little to 
nothing about. 

More than 3.6 million Syrians 
have found shelter from the 
decade-long conflict in neighbor-
ing Turkey, including around 1.5 
million children under the age of 15, 
according to official figures. 
Mohammad and his parents Maher 
Imadedine and Rawan Sameh, 
originally from Aleppo, are among 
the 450,000 Syrians who have set-
tled in the frontline Turkish city of 
Gaziantep, where the couple wed. 

The little boy says he wants to 
“return” to Syria even though he 
has never stepped foot there in his 
life. “Because it is beautiful, Syria,” 
he says with a slight lisp. “Mum 
and dad told me so.” 

‘When Assad is in prison’  
Mohammad’s mother has 

secured a job teaching Arabic at 
Gaziantep University and his father 
works for a charity. Although set-
tled in a relatively upscale neigh-
borhood, they still have their minds 
set on returning to Syria, where 
they joined demonstrations against 
President Bashar al-Assad’s regime 
at the start of the revolt. 

But when might that be? “When 
Bashar al-Assad is in prison,” the 
little boy replies. “I don’t like him 
because he kills people and puts 
them in jail.” Mohammad says he 
learned about these things from his 
parents. “He has also seen it on tel-
evision,” his mother cuts in. “He 
watches the news with us. Some 
things are beyond him, but he gets 
a general idea of what Syria is 
going through.” 

The mother fears the pictures of 
destruction unleashed by the 
Syrian forces arouse “a desire for 
revenge in the little ones”. “Our 
role as parents is to channel these 
feelings into positive energy that 
can be used to help reconstruct the 
country,” she says. —AFP 

First jurors selected 
for George Floyd 
murder trial


