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Prophet 
Muhammad’s 
Ascension
By Hassan Twaha Bwambale 

On March 11, 2021, Muslims across the globe
commemorate the auspicious event of Al-
Israa wal-Meeraj, famously known as

Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) Ascension. In its
commemoration, today is declared an official holiday
in Kuwait. Do you know why this day is so special? 

Al-Israa refers to travelling by night from the
Sacred Mosque in Makkah to the Farthest Mosque
in Jerusalem. And Al-Meera’j refers to Prophet
Muhammad’s Ascension from Jerusalem to a place
above the seventh heaven. This is a very important
occasion for Muslims as it provides a glimpse into
the unseen, among other things. 

In life there are unseen physical things such as
atoms, radio waves, electric currents, etc. There are
also unseen spiritual things such as God (Allah),
angels, Satan, heaven, hell, the soul, etc. When
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was 52, likely on the
27th of Rajab (the seventh month of the Islamic
calendar) the ascension took place. That date was
and is an important milestone for Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) as well as all Muslims. It was
during this meritorious event that the five daily
prayers were legislated. 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, “Al-Buraaq
was brought to me; it is a white-colored, tall beast
larger than a donkey and smaller than a mule. I
rode on it until I reached Jerusalem. Once there, I
tied it to the very same ring (of the Jerusalem
Mosque door) to which the prophets tied their rid-
ing animals. I then entered the mosque and prayed
in it, after that I left...” (Al-Albani said that its chain
of narrators is Hasan (authentic), see As-Silsila As-
Saheeha # 874.) 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) rode on Al-Buraq
with Archangel Gabriel, until they reached the first
heaven where he met Adam (peace be upon him). In
the second heaven, he met Jesus (Eisa) and Yahya
(John the Baptist). He met Yousef (Joseph) in the
third heaven, Idris (Enoch) in the fourth and Haroun
(Aaron) in the fifth. In the sixth and seventh heavens
he met Mousa (Moses) and Ibrahim (Abraham),
respectively, peace be upon them. There were some
reasons why Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) met
specifically with those eight prophets and messen-
gers during his sojourn in the heavens. The most
prominent is that all of them are brothers in the
sense that their Creator is one and they all came
with the same message: to worship only God the
Creator, far from associating partners with Him, and
to spread good morals and manners. 

Above the heavens 
The Prophet (PBUH) reached a place where he

heard the scratching of the pens used by the angels
who copy from the Preserved Tablet. There, he
heard the speech of God (the Almighty and
Majestic) which in no way resembles our speech.
Rather, it is an attribute of God, which is eternal and
everlasting and is not like the attributes of His cre-
ation. Conversation took place between God
Almighty and the Prophet (PBUH). It is during this
time that the five daily prayers were legislated. At
first, 50 daily prayers were prescribed, but Moses
(peace be upon him) advised Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) to ask for a reduction, stating that his own
people were given only two prayers a day but
couldn’t manage to perform them. Eventually, five
daily prayers were mandated.

Makkan reaction
The Prophet’s miraculous night journey ended

up being a difficult test for certain people who had
believed in his message - the test that some failed.
Some polytheists of Makkah approached Abu Bakr
(the prophet’s close companion) and said, “Will you
not go to your companion and listen for yourself
what he is claiming? He claims that he made a jour-
ney during the night to Jerusalem - the journey that
takes us a month!” Abu Bakr (ra) replied, “Did he
say so?” “Yes,” they replied. Abu Bakr (ra) then
said, “If he said so, then I believe him because I do
believe him in more than that when he tells us that
he gets revelation from Allah (the Almighty and
Majestic).”  Because of the stance Abu Bakr took
during the trial and test that followed the prophet’s
miraculous night journey to Jerusalem and ascen-
sion to above the seventh heaven, he was named
“As-Siddeeq (the truthful one). When they asked
the Prophet (PBUH) to describe the mosque in
Jerusalem, he did it meticulously to the utter sur-
prise of some people.   

Important lessons 
Every trial or tribulation is followed by some

form of relief or reward. The three years preceding
the Prophet’s ascension were replete with trials and
tribulations for him and his devoted followers.  First,
the nascent community was besieged in a mountain
pass that belonged to Abu Talib. There, they were
subjected to an economic boycott resulting in food
shortages that took them to the brink of starvation,
to the extent that they resorted to eating the leaves
of trees. Second, the Prophet (PBUH) lost, in the
span of few months, his uncle Abu Talib, his great-
est protector from humankind, and his wife
Khadijah, his human source of comfort; this year
was described as the year of sadness. Third, The
Quraish took advantage of Abu Talib’s death, con-
sidering it a carte blanche to persecute and harm
the Prophet (PBUH) more severely than ever
before. Fourth, the people of At-Ta’if, to whom the
Prophet (PBUH) had resorted for support and help,
rejected his message and rather treated him in a
vile and despicable manner.

The Prophet’s miraculous night journey and
ascension was a precursor of a new stage in his
mission; it occurred shortly before his emigration to
Madinah. That new stage in the Prophet’s mission
involved the establishment of a strong and coherent
Muslim state in Madinah. 

Finally, God said regarding Prophet
Muhammad’s night journey and ascension what can
be translated as: “Glory to (Allah) who did take His
servant for a journey by night from the Sacred
Mosque to the Farthest Mosque whose precincts
We did bless - in order that We might show him
some of Our Signs. For He is the One Who hears
and sees all things.” (Al-Isra’a 17:01)

—Courtesy of the TIES Center

Deputy Amir receives top state officials

Foreign Minister
commends British
envoy’s contributions
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister and Minister
of Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah praised British
Ambassador Michael Davenport’s contribution to
strengthening bilateral ties. He made the remarks
Tuesday while receiving Davenport who was
ending his tenure in Kuwait, a ministry statement
said. Assistant Foreign Minister for the Minister’s
Office Ambassador Saleh Al-Loughani, Deputy
Assistant Foreign Minister for Minister’s Office
Counselor Ahmad Al-Shuraim and a number of
senior officials of the Foreign Ministry attended
the meeting. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Foreign Minister and Minister of Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah
meets British Ambassador to Kuwait Michael Davenport. —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday at Bayan Palace National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem (left). His Highness also received His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister of Education Dr Ali Al-Mudhaf meets US Ambassador to Kuwait Alina Romanowski. —KUNA

Education 
Minister meets 
US Ambassador
KUWAIT: Minister of Education Dr Ali Al-
Mudhaf met on Tuesday with US Ambassador to
Kuwait Alina Romanowski to discuss ways of
bolstering cooperation between the two coun-
tries on the educational level. The talks also dealt
with cooperation to enhance the English curricu-
lums and ways of teaching them by the English
Assistance Programs, through arranging visits for
specialized American lecturers, said the ministry
in a statement. During the meeting, the two sides
discussed different ways of returning to schools
and training courses amid the spread of the coro-
navirus, it added. The US ambassador appreciat-
ed the efforts of the Kuwaiti minister and his sup-
port for the PCELT program which is supervised
by AMIDEAST institute and the US Embassy in
Kuwait, it noted. —KUNA


