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KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality signed a KD 2.5 
million contract to develop the Mubarakiya market 
yesterday in the presence of Minister of State for 
Municipal Affairs and Minister of Housing Affairs 
Shaya Al-Shaya. In a statement to reporters on the 
sidelines of the signing, Minister Shaya stressed 
that the development process will continue to make 
the Mubarakiya a tourist and heritage area. 
Minister Shaya praised the efforts of the 
Municipality’s Director General Ahmad Al-
Manfouhi, head of the Voluntary Work Center and 
member of the Supreme Council for the 
Environment Sheikha Amthal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah, and the Chairman of the Committee for 
the Preservation of Historical and Heritage Dr 
Hassan Kamal for their great efforts in developing 
Mubarakiya market in the first stage. He also 
stressed that the goal is always to preserve the 
Mubarakiya area as a tourist and heritage place 
and to preserve the history and identity of the his-
torical markets, praising the comprehensive expla-
nation provided about the components of the proj-
ect and its importance during the second phase. 

Meanwhle, Manfouhi said after signing the pro-
ject’s contract that the municipality will execute a 
number of vital ventures soon under supervision of 
the project development sector, including the 
enterprise to make Mubarakiya market an attrac-
tive destination for visitors from various countries. 
The project aims to stimulate domestic tourism in 
Kuwait, Manfouhi said, stressing the need to mod-
ernize the heritage markets to keep pace with the 
development that the country is witnessing to 
achieve the New Kuwait 2035 vision, he added. The 
development of the market aims to provide a more 
advanced tourism experience by developing its 

facilities and improving the traffic movement inside 
the market to make it easier and more comfortable 
for its visitors to enjoy and shop in it, he said. 

The Mubarakiya development contract will link 
the municipality park and the markets, in addition 
to entertainment activities and parking with a 
capacity of 1,655 cars, he added. The project will 
be dist inguished by contemporary designs 
inspired by the heritage and history of the 
Mubarakiya market to harmonize with the external 
environment and preserve its distinctive identity, 
he said. He added that the project to develop 
Mubarakiya market will include the construction 

of a mosque and an international hotel with a her-
itage character, with an information center for 
tourists and souvenirs, as well as developing the 
municipality park and linking it with Mubarakiya 
and establishing an open theater for various activ-
ities according to national and social events. The 
signing ceremony was attended by head of the 
projects sector in the municipality Nadia Al-
Sharifah, the executive director of the Arabian 
Office for Engineering Consultancy Tariq Shuaib, 
and the Secretary-General  of the National 
Council for Culture, Arts and Literature Kamel 
Abduljalil. — KUNA

Kuwait Municipality inks KD 2.5m 
deal to develop Mubarakiya market

KUWAIT: Officials sign a KD 2.5 million contract to develop the Mubarakiya market yesterday. —  KUNA

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) finished 
its training program for the staff of Ports Security 
Affairs of the Ministry of Interior, which was 
attended by 75 participants and comprised of sev-
eral training sessions and workshops. 

The program’s closing ceremony, which was held 
at NBK’s headquarters, with strict adherence to all 
precautionary measures and social distancing rules, 
was attended by Isam Al-Sager, National Bank of 
Kuwait Group CEO, and Salah Al-Fulaij, CEO of 
National Bank of Kuwait - Kuwait, as well as Major 
General Mansour Al-Awadhi, Assistant 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior for Ports 
Security Affairs, and Emad Al-Ablani, General 
Manager of Group Human Resources at National 
Bank of Kuwait. 

During the program activities, the participants 
showed noticeable interaction with the training 
content, which focused on the protocols for dealing 

with the public and customer service. Through all 
its initiatives with government bodies, NBK aims to 
actively contribute to enhancing the skills and 
developing the capabilities of the human capital, 
reflecting the trust placed in it as the leading bank 
with a strong relationship with the local community. 

NBK harnesses all its capabilities and takes it 
upon itself to develop human resources, as part of 
its partnerships with all institutions, especially 
government, and in line with the bank’s social and 
development commitments, and stemming from its 
belief in the effective impact of these programs 

aimed to serve the society and its people. 
It  is worth mentioning that over the past 

years, Group Human Resources at NBK made 
relentless efforts to develop the bank’s training 
and development platforms infrastructure by 
introducing the latest technological solutions 
and interactive digital tools in cooperation with 
the most reputable universit ies around the 
world. In addition, the bank made substantial 
changes to the methodology of the training pro-
grams provided to its employees as well as to 
government bodies.

NBK concludes 
training program 
for ‘Ports Security’

KUWAIT: The interior ministry commented on a video 
published on social media by an Arab expat who filmed 
policemen, ridiculed and criticized their actions and 
insulted Kuwait. It said criminal security arrested the 
expat, who admitted that he made the video in Khaitan. 
He was sent to concerned authorities for further action. 

Farwaniya fire 
Firemen in Farwaniya put out a blaze in the base-

ment of a building in the area, Kuwait Fire Force said. 
Firemen evacuated the 11-storey building as a pre-
caution. The fire was in a carpentry shop in the base-
ment. No injuries were reported. 

 
Hashish shipment 

The interior ministry said the Drugs Control 
General Department arrested a person who received 
a parcel from Europe containing sweets stuffed with 

1.25 kg of hashish. The parcel arrived by courier and 
arrangements were made to let the parcel reach the 
delivery company. The addressee was arrested upon 
receipt. 

 
Subsidized supplies 

The land customs directorate in Sulaibiya foiled an 
attempt to smuggle out a large quantity of subsidized 
supplies. Officers at the inspection yard inspect all 
cargo, then place a lead seal on the way out. The 
goods were sent to the commerce ministry.

Man arrested for 
offending police

Kuwait curfew: 
What you need 
to know 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait imposed a one-month 
partial curfew from 5:00 pm to 5:00 am 
starting from March 7, 2021 to help curb the 
sharp increase in COVID-19 cases regis-
tered in recent weeks. During the curfew 
hours, pharmacies, medical stores, co-oper-
ative societies and supermarkets are allowed 
to continue operation only through delivery 
services. The government later allowed co-
ops and supermarkets to serve shoppers 
from 5:00 pm to 10:00 pm every day. Also 
during the curfew, people are allowed to go 
to Fajr, Maghreb and Isha prayers at 
mosques only by walking, while taxis are 
allowed to carry only two passengers. The 
government meanwhile allowed salons and 
health clubs to reopen during the day after a 
one-month closure but kept restaurants and 
cafes closed except for drive-through and 
delivery services. 

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
launched a booking service, allowing people 
to shop from 5:00 pm to 10:00 pm during 
the curfew hours. The service is valid for all 
co-ops and supermarkets around Kuwait. To 
book an appointment, a shopper should visit 
www.moci.shop, enter the required informa-
tion (civil ID number and serial number, con-
tact number and email address), the reason 
for appointment (food supply center) and 
the time and date of the appointment. The 
shopper would then receive a barcode to 
show once they reach the shopping center. 

 
Where to obtain a curfew pass? 

Citizens and residents that need a pass dur-
ing the curfew hours to leave their homes can 
apply for a pass at https://www.paci.gov.kw/. 
The pass is available for those in need of emer-
gency medical treatment, doctor’s visits, blood 
donation, COVID-19 swabs and COVID-19 
vaccinations. 

 
Co-op delivery during curfew hours 
During curfew hours, co-ops, grocery 

stores and other markets will be allowed to 
offer delivery services. Most co-ops will 
accept orders via delivery. Here is an incom-
plete list of co-op WhatsApp numbers. Each 
co-op will be responsible for deciding if and 
when they provide delivery services and not 
all may be providing.  

 
Omariya Co-op 
WhatsApp 6041-0067 
 
Farwaniya Co-op 
WhatsApp 6767-8211 
 
Qairawan Co-op 
WhatsApp 9000-3749 
 
Jahra Co-op 
WhatsApp 5160-2458 
 
Abdulla Al-Mubarak Co-op 
WhatsApp 6066-6338 
 
Nuzha Co-op 
WhatsApp 9784-5531 
 
Khaitan Co-op 
WhatsApp 6777-9745 
 
Ardhiya Co-op 
WhatsApp 6902-0779 
 
Rabiya Co-op 
WhatsApp 2438-8316 
 
Wafra Farm Co-op 
Tel: 9883-5245 / 5170-0085 
 
Salmiya Co-op 
Tel: 22253225 
 
Jabriya Co-op 
Tel: 1805-353 
WhatsApp 6566-6084 
 
Rawdha & Hawally 
WhatsApp 9662-2883 
 
Shaab Co-op 
WhatsApp 9090-4455 
 
Wafra Co-op 
WhatsApp 5055-0539 
 
Keifan Co-op 
WhatsApp 5178-1719 
 
Rehab Co-op 
WhatsApp 9222-2358 
 
Mishref Co-op 
WhatsApp 5055-9900 
 
Faiha Co-op 
Tel: 1861-000 
WhatsApp 9098-6000 
 
Rumaithiya Co-op 
WhatsApp 6066-0045 
 
Bayan Co-op 
WhatsApp 9004-2500 
 
Fahaheel Co-op 
WhatsApp 5178-9951 
 
Adan & Qusour Co-op 
Tel: 5034-3111 / 6593-3975 
 
Salam Co-op 
WhatsApp 9788-7832 
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The stimulus bill is even more popular, consistently 

getting support from about three quarters of the coun-
try. The latest Pew poll found 70 percent overall 
approval, with 94 percent among Democrats and 41 
percent among Republicans. A Morning 
Consult/Politico poll put Republican support at 60 
percent. “We’ve never had anything this urgent and 
this ambitious that was so widely embraced,” Biden 
said this month. “The show of unity we’re seeing is 
unprecedented.” Right-wing outlets like Fox News 
continue to push Trump’s election campaign smear that 

Biden, 78, is somehow out of energy or worse. But in 
the real world, the silver-haired former vice president, 
senator and twice failed presidential candidate is tear-
ing it up. “Go big,” Biden likes to say about the stimu-
lus plan. He could, against the expectations of many, be 
talking about his entire presidential project. 

All this has been done in a style unrecognizable from 
the Trump White House. Biden now holds the record for 
the length of time a president in recent history has not 
held a formal press conference. He has also not set a 
date for a first address to a joint session of Congress. 
Unlike Trump and his non-stop rallies, Biden has also 
barely traveled the country. And his social media output 
is restricted to a stream of gentle encouragement and 
polite pleas for unity. No insults, no tirades, not even 
nerve-jangling use of block capitals and multiple excla-
mation marks - but not much news either. 

If detractors paint Biden as hiding, supporters see 
the school swot who skips parties to stay in the library, 

working harder than everyone and getting better results. 
Certainly Biden came into office knowing that he’d rise 
and fall on ending the coronavirus nightmare and put-
ting the economy back on its feet. And he appears to 
have stuck to his plan. “That’s where his time, energy, his 
focus has been,” Psaki said. “I think the American peo-
ple would certainly understand.” With the passage of 
the COVID relief bill this week, the stealth president will 
start appearing rather more on the public’s radar. 

Today will feature his first primetime television 
address, marking the anniversary of the start to the 
COVID-19 crisis in the United States, where more than 
half a million people have died - a world record. The 
press conference will take place by the end of the 
month, Psaki says, noting that he has taken questions 
from journalists in dozens of smaller, more hurried set-
tings. The address to Congress and trips out of 
Washington are also being discussed, she says. Why 
come out from under cover? —AFP 

Biden quietly  
triumphs in...
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The UK government is refusing to get 

involved in the family’s biggest crisis since 
the very public collapse of the marriage of 
Harry’s parents, other than to praise 
Elizabeth’s stewardship of the country and 
the 54-nation Commonwealth. But point-
edly, Downing Street has declined to dis-
own remarks by junior foreign minister Zac 
Goldsmith, who accused former army cap-
tain Harry of “blowing up his family”.  

“What Meghan wants, Meghan gets,” 
added the Conservative politician, who is 
a close ally of Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson. Senior minister Jacob Rees-
Mogg denied there were any wider rami-
fications for the 94-year-old queen, who 
has reigned over Britain and 15 
Commonwealth realms including Australia 
and Canada since 1952. “She has done her 
duty. I think she is loved across her realms 

for that,” Rees-Mogg said. “And I don’t 
think interviews with chat show hosts in 
the United States makes a great deal of 
difference to that.” 

However, former Australian prime min-
ister Malcolm Turnbull said the allegations 
should pave the way towards his country 
holding another referendum on abolishing 
the monarchy. “The bottom line is that in 
Australia the scandals, the personalities, 
the dramas of the royal family are not 
really the issue,” the former head of the 
Australian Republic Movement told 
Britain’s ITV, which aired the Winfrey 
interview on Monday to an audience of 
more than 11 million. “The issue is that 
Australia’s head of state should be an 
Australian citizen chosen by Australians, 
not the king or queen of the UK.”  

US network CBS, which first broad-
cast Winfrey’s interview on Sunday, said 
close to 50 million people had watched 
worldwide, and the figure would rise as 
more territories air it.  Winfrey said the 
racist remark did not come from either 
the queen or her 99-year-old husband 
Prince Philip. — AFP 

Royal family  
contests...
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“Our role as parents is to channel 

these feelings into positive energy that 
can be used to help reconstruct the 
country,” she says. 

Six-year-old Areej Beidun had not 
yet been born when her father, who 
joined rebel fighter ranks, was killed in 
Aleppo. Since turning four months old, 
she has been living in a dilapidated 
Gaziantep apartment with her grandpar-
ents, uncles and their families - 13 peo-
ple in all. Her mother has since remar-
ried and in Areej’s world, “mum and 
dad” are her grandparents, who have 
been taking care of her. 

With a mischievous eye and her hair 
pulled back by a golden Alice band, 
Areej speaks of Syria with an eloquence 
that belies her age. “Over there, there is 
war everywhere. There are a lot of 

planes and bombs blowing up the city,” 
she explains. “Here, when I see dolls in 
the market, I ask mum to buy them for 
me and she says ‘no’ because we don’t 
have any money,” she laments. “I would 
like Syria to be the way it was before, 
without bombs, so that I could go back.” 

Ten-year-old Dalaa Hadidi’s family 
lives in the same decrepit neighborhood 
of Gaziantep. Born 45 days before the 
start of the revolt, she was 15 months 
old when her parents fled Aleppo. But 
she talks about the Syrian city as if she 
has lived there her whole life. “I want to 
go back to Aleppo to find my home, my 
neighborhood and my loved ones. I wish 
Assad would die so we could come 
back,” she says. 

If the feeling of belonging to Syria 
is handed down to the children by 
their parents, it is reinforced by media 
outlets targeting the diaspora, espe-
cially in Turkey. Himself a refugee, 
Mahmoud Al-Wahab, 14, presents a 
children’s radio program called “I want 
to play” on Rozana, a Syrian radio sta-
tion with offices in Gaziantep and 
Paris. — AFP 

Child refugees  
dream of...


