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News in brief

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The National Assembly’s 
budgets committee yesterday pressed 
government agencies, including Kuwait 
Petroleum Corp, to transfer to govern-
ment coffers billions of dinars of profits 
they had “illegally” retained. Head of the 
committee MP Bader Al-Mulla said the 
panel meeting was supposed to be 
attended by the prime minister and the 
ministers of finance and oil, but they 
apologized at the last minute and sent 
senior officials instead. 

Mulla said the committee found that 

only 21 percent of profits posted by sev-
eral state agencies had been transferred 
to state coffers, while 79 percent of the 
multibillion-dinar sums had been 
retained by the agencies in violation of 
the law. He said the main culprit is KPC, 
which has transferred just 19 percent of 
its profits, and although a previous 
agreement had been made to pay the 
sums in instalments, KPC has failed to 
fulfil its promises. 

Mulla said the committee found that 
KPC alone has failed to transfer close to 
KD 6 billion since 2014. He added that 
other agencies have agreed to transfer 

their profits to the government before the 
end of the current fiscal year. The com-
mittee called the meeting to explore ways 
to provide funds to the cash-strapped 
general reserve fund, which is responsi-
ble for all government expenditures.  

The government had warned that the 
fund is almost empty because of the 
sharp drop in oil prices and asked the 
Assembly to approve a bill that allows 
the government to withdraw up to KD 5 
billion annually from the future genera-
tions fund, the country’s sovereign wealth 
fund. MPs have vowed to reject the bill. 

Meanwhile, Finance Minister Khalifa 

Hamada said yesterday that the relative 
and temporary rise in oil revenues is not 
sufficient to cover budget commitments, 
71 percent of which are for wages and 
subsidies. Accordingly, the government 
will continue its efforts to explore various 
options to provide enough cash flows to 
the general reserve fund, the minister 
said. Hamada said the breakeven price for 
oil that will balance revenues and expen-
ditures and make the budget deficit zero 
is $90 a barrel. Brent crude was trading 
at around $68 a barrel yesterday.  

“We must address the scarcity of 
financial resources and the depletion of 

liquidity in the treasury (the general 
reserve fund) as soon as possible, and 
they must be accompanied by radical 
economic and financial reforms that con-
tribute to reducing expenditures and 
increasing non-oil revenues,” Hamada 
said, adding he had full confidence in the 
Assembly’s cooperation. 

“Issuing bonds and other solutions are 
not reform solutions, but rather tempo-
rary measures that must be taken to fulfill 
the immediate obligations represented by 
salaries and subsidies, which constitute 
more than 71 percent of the state’s total 
spending,” Hamada said.

Assembly panel presses govt  
over multibillion-dinar profits

Finance minister says breakeven oil price is $90 a barrel

Notice
On the occasion of the Isra and Meraj holiday, 
Kuwait Times will not publish its print edition 
on Friday, March 12, 2021. Readers can stay 
informed with breaking news and information 
via KuwaitTimes.net and our digital media 
channels on Instagram, Twitter and 
Facebook: @KuwaitTimes

Bird flu in Kuwait farms 
 
KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Agricultural 
Affairs and Fish Resources announced yester-
day the presence of bird flu in some poultry 
farms in Kuwait. PAAAFR Spokesman Talal Al-
Daihani said in a press statement that the 
authority has taken veterinary health measures 
and implemented an emergency plan to curb 
bird flu. He pointed out that some other coun-
tries have been informed to cooperate and join 
efforts to control it.— KUNA 

Illegal creche closed down 
 
KUWAIT: The interior ministry said criminal 
detectives, in cooperation with the investigation 
department of the social affairs ministry, discov-
ered a creche with six female employees and 45 
children aged 2 to 6 years. The social affairs 
ministry prepared a report, evacuated the build-
ing and handed the children to their families. The 
nursery will face further action. — MoI 

Infiltration bid foiled  
 
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti coastguards yesterday 
foiled a bid by two persons to infiltrate into 
the country via the sea. When coastguards 
approached the boat, the captain refused to 
heed orders and attempted to speed towards 
international waters. The coastguards trailed 
the fleeing boat and stopped the would-be 
inf i l t rators  at  gunpoint . The two were 
detained and referred to competent legal 
authorities.— KUNA 

Taraweeh in fields eyed 
 
KUWAIT: Government sources said the 
Cabinet sent a proposal to the health ministry to 
open football fields to allow performing taraweeh 
and qiyam prayers during the holy month of 
Ramadan instead of in mosques. The sources 
said this proposal was presented by the Public 
Authority for Manpower to the Cabinet, which 
referred it to the health ministry. — Al-Anbaa

ATHENS: People who are vaccinated against 
COVID-19, have antibodies or test negative can trav-
el to Greece this summer, Tourism Minister Harry 
Theocharis said on Tuesday. Tourism is a major 

income earner for Greece, which has led calls for an 
EU-wide vaccination certificate to help unlock travel. 

The industry accounts for about a fifth of the 
Greek economy and employs one in five workers, but 
arrivals collapsed last year because of the pandemic. 
Greece is aiming to kick off its vital summer season 
by mid-May, said Theocharis as he addressed the 
ITB Berlin trade show from the Athens Acropolis 
Museum, home to sculptures from Greek antiquity. 

“Greece is ready with a complete protocol for 
summer 2021,” he said. “Tourists will be welcome if 
before travel they are either vaccinated, or have anti-

bodies, or test negative. All tourists will be subject to 
random testing.” 

He said the authorities would prioritize the vacci-
nation of people working in the hospitality sector 
once the most vulnerable were vaccinated, and were 
mandating the frequent testing of employees. 

Greece has imposed a lockdown in several parts 
of the country to stem the spread of the coronavirus 
pandemic after a surge in new infections piled pres-
sure on its health system, but it has still fared better 
than most of Europe with almost 7,000 deaths since 
the pandemic began. — Reuters 

Vaccinated, COVID 
negative tourists can  
visit Greece by May

WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden gestures as he speaks during a virtual call 
to congratulate the NASA JPL Perseverance team on the successful Mars landing 
in the Roosevelt Room of the White House on March 4, 2021.— AFP 

WASHINGTON: Joe Biden hasn’t 
done a press conference, maintains a 
vanilla Twitter presence, and, as 
detractors love to repeat, is the oldest 
man to become US president. Yet in 
under 50 days, the quiet veteran is 
racking up formidable victories. 
Yesterday the House of 
Representatives was expected to pass 
the American Rescue Plan, an eco-
nomic stimulus package which at $1.9 
trillion is the biggest in history, by far, 
and aims to catapult the country out 
of its year-long COVID slump.  

Along with that massive cash injec-

tion is a coronavirus vaccine rollout 
that to the surprise of many is turning 
the United States into something of a 
success story, boasting a vaccination 
rate easily exceeding that of Canada 
and the European Union. And despite 
overwhelming hostility to the White 
House from Republicans in Congress, 
Biden’s pledge to reunite a country 
left dazed by the Donald Trump era is 
also showing the first green shoots. 

The fact is, a politician who ran a 
muted presidential campaign and 
continues to maintain a low profile is 
now pretty popular. Biden’s average 
Gallup approval rating since taking 
office is a steady 57 percent. That 
might not sound dramatic but it’s a 
world away from the 34 percent 
scored by Trump in his final days and 
miles ahead of most other current 
politicians.  

Continued on Page 2 

Biden quietly  
triumphs in  
first weeks

LONDON: Britain’s royal family has begun a fight 
back against explosive racism claims made by 
Prince Harry and his wife Meghan, indicating the 
couple’s comments will not go unchallenged as the 
country divides into partisan camps. A keenly 
awaited statement from Queen Elizabeth II issued 
yesterday was conciliatory towards her grandson 
and his mixed-race spouse after they had an inter-
view with US chat show host Oprah Winfrey. 

But it also stressed that “some recollections 
may vary”, as the Buckingham Palace vowed to 
look into the couple’s assertion that an unidenti-
fied royal had asked how dark their unborn son 
Archie’s skin would be. The row is being watched 
worldwide, in the United States where the couple 
now l ive and across the mult iracial 
Commonwealth, which the queen heads, dragging 
Britain’s most famous family further into a debate 
about racism and the country’s colonial past. 

Continued on Page 2 

Royal family  
contests  
racism claims

GAZIANTEP, Turkey: Mohammad is five years 
old, Areej six and Dalaa 10. Syrian refugees in 
Turkey, these children have inherited a yearning for 
a country they know little to nothing about. More 
than 3.6 million Syrians have found shelter from the 
decade-long conflict in neighboring Turkey, includ-
ing around 1.5 million children under the age of 15, 
according to official figures. 

Mohammad and his parents Maher Imadedine 
and Rawan Sameh, originally from Aleppo, are 
among the 450,000 Syrians who have settled in the 
frontline Turkish city of Gaziantep, where the cou-
ple wed. The little boy says he wants to “return” to 
Syria even though he has never stepped foot there 
in his life. “Because it is beautiful, Syria,” he says 
with a slight lisp. “Mum and dad told me so.” 

Mohammad’s mother has secured a job teaching 
Arabic at Gaziantep University and his father works 
for a charity. Although settled in a relatively upscale 
neighborhood, they still have their minds set on 
returning to Syria, where they joined demonstra-

tions against President Bashar Al-Assad’s regime at 
the start of the revolt. 

But when might that be? “When Bashar Al-
Assad is in prison,” the little boy replies. “I don’t like 
him because he kills people and puts them in jail.” 
Mohammad says he learned about these things from 
his parents. “He has also seen it on television,” his 
mother cuts in. “He watches the news with us. Some 
things are beyond him, but he gets a general idea of 
what Syria is going through.” 

The mother fears the pictures of destruction 
unleashed by the Syrian forces arouse “a desire for 
revenge in the little ones”.  

Continued on Page 2 

Child refugees  
dream of Syria  
they never knew

GAZIANTEP, Turkey: Syrian refugee Dalaa Hadidi, 10, 
poses during an interview on Feb 26, 2021. — AFP 


