
Sport
Established 1961 

THURSDAY, MARCH 4, 2021

AHMEDABAD: India skipper Virat Kohli yesterday 
fuelled controversy over spin pitches that have domi-
nated the Test series against England, saying criticism 
was “unfair.” “There is always too much noise and too 
much conversation about spinning tracks,” Kohli said 
on the eve of the fourth and final Test in Ahmedabad. 
India lead the series 2-1 after a crushing two-day, 10-
wicket win on a viciously turning pitch at the same 
stadium in the day-night third Test last week. Some 
pundits said the pitch was not up to standard and 
even England coach Chris Silverwood said it had 
pushed England’s batsmen to “our extremes”. 

Kohli called for balance in reporting on the state 
of the wicket. He said that if the media presented 
“views which say that it is unfair to criticize spinning 
tracks then I think it will be a balanced conversation. 
The unfortunate bit is that everyone sort of plays 
along that narrative and just keeps making it news till 
the time it is relevant.” Kohli insisted that when India 
lost a Test in New Zealand last year in three days, 
“none of our people wrote about the pitch, it was all 
about how India played badly in New Zealand and 
none of the pitches were criticized.” 

Spinners claimed 28 of the 30 wickets to fall in the 
third Test with the pink ball, used for day-night 
games, skidding off the surface. Kohli insisted that 
the quick finish was due to “bizarre” batting by both 
teams. “If you make a cricket ball helping the bowlers 
a focus, or the pitch helping the bowlers a focus, you 
are not really reading the game properly,” said Kohli. 
“It’s just the case of the wicket having more pace and 
bounce and I don’t think the red ball is going to 
change that whatsoever.  I still maintain the result in 
the last game was purely down to bizarre batting.” 

India need a win or a draw to book a clash with 
New Zealand in the inaugural World Test 
Championship final. A win for England would put 
Australia into the decider at Lord’s in June. But Kohli 
said Test final was “just a distraction.” “If you want 
me to be brutally honest, it might work for teams who 
are not that motivated to play Test cricket,” said 
Kohli. “I think for teams like us it’s just a distraction 
when you start thinking of the World Test 
Championship.” — AFP 

Kohli says ‘too 
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WELLINGTON: Spinner Ashton 
Agar produced the best bowling per-
formance in Australia’s Twenty20 
international history in a 64-run win 
over New Zealand in Wellington yes-
terday. Agar’s match-turning six for 
30, including three in one over, 
derailed a New Zealand fightback as 
Australia avoided a series loss in the 
third Twenty20 international. 

Under-fire skipper Aaron Finch hit 
69, his best T20 international score 
for more than two years, and Glenn 
Maxwell smashed 70 from 31 balls. 
The result leaves the five-match series 
at 2-1 in New Zealand’s favour with 
two games to go. Finch said the 
Australians, who have rested stars 
such as David Warner, Steve Smith 
and Mitchell Starc for the New 
Zealand tour, were still targeting a 
series win. “To keep improving is all 
we can ask at the moment and we’re 
still alive in the series,” he said. 

Australia finished their 20 overs at 
208 for four after losing the toss and 
being asked to bat. In reply, New 
Zealand were bundled out for 144 in 
17.1 overs thanks to Agar’s heroics. 
“Once I started to have the courage 
to toss the ball up a little bit I got 
something out of it,” he said. “That 
was a good lesson I can take out of 
today moving forward.” 

Only four players have taken six 
wickets in a T20 international before, 
none of them from Australia. In the 
face of the Australian onslaught, the 
Black Caps lacked the swagger of the 
opening two matches, with shell-
shocked all-rounder Jimmy Neesham 

conceding 28 runs in a single over as 
Maxwell ran riot. “It was an all-round 
performance from them that was out-
standing and it’s important for us that 
we move on quickly,” New Zealand 
captain Kane Williamson said. 

The focus ahead of the match was 
Finch’s poor form. Critics including 
former great Mark Waugh had ques-
tioned Finch’s place in the team but 
Australia selector George Bailey this 
week insisted Finch would remain 
captain for the T20 World Cup in 

India later this year. The Australian 
captain was lucky to avoid an LBW 
dismissal on the first ball he faced. 

But Finch responded to the close 
shave with controlled aggression, 
using his feet and attacking the ball to 
forge an 83-run partnership with Josh 
Philippe, who made a well-crafted 43. 
Finch repaid Baily’s faith with his 
highest score in T20 internationals 
since July 2018, including a 43-ball 
half century that was his first in more 
than a year.  

Maxwell also shook off a lean spell 
bringing up a 25-ball half century. “It 
was pretty ugly at the start but once I 
was able to get a bit of a read of the 
wicket I was able to clear the rope 
and hit to the fence a few times,” he 
said. Opener Martin Guptill’s 43 and a 
Devon Conway knock of 38 were 
highlights for New Zealand. But Agar 
snuffed out hopes of a home victory 
with six consecutive wickets that took 
the New Zealanders from 109 for four 
to 144 for nine. — AFP 

Agar shines as Australia 
down Black Caps

WELLINGTON: Australian players celebrate their win during the third Twenty20 cricket match between New Zealand and 
Australia in Wellington yesterday. — AFP 


