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MILAN: Juventus gave their hopes of a 10th
straight Serie A title a timely boost as they beat
struggling Spezia 3-0 on Tuesday to move within
seven points of league leaders Inter Milan. Andrea
Pirlo’s side were frustrated for long periods, but
second-half goals from Alvaro Morata, Federico
Chiesa and Cristiano Ronaldo clinched an impor-
tant win.

“The gap is just the points that separate us,”
Juventus coach Pirlo, who took over at the start of
the season, told Sky Sport Italia. “We know it will
be a long chase, Inter have been playing together
for two years, they have a well-drilled approach,
whereas we just started this season. We still intend
to be there right to the end.”

The Turin giants have won the last nine Italian
league titles, but have it all to do to deny either of
the two Milan clubs from ending that remarkable
run. “We are working to win, if we don’t win this
season, then we’ll congratulate the champions, but
as long as there’s a mathematical chance, we’ll give
our all on the pitch,” Morata said.

Juventus started slowly, as they had done in their
weekend draw at Verona, with their only real open-
ing in the first half seeing Chiesa having an effort
ruled out for a clear offside. But the reigning cham-
pions were much better in the second period and
Ronaldo was unlucky to see his 49th-minute strike
hit the post.

Pirlo’s men finally moved in front in the 62nd
minute as Morata turned in Federico Bernardeschi’s
near-post cross, although the hosts had to wait for
VAR to confirm the winger was onside.
Bernardeschi was also instrumental in the second
goal, as he got in behind the Spezia defence down
the left-hand side.

He squared the ball for Chiesa, whose effort was
saved by Ivan Provedel, only for the Juve man to
tap in the rebound. There was still time for Rodrigo

Bentancur to launch a Juventus counter-attack,
which was finished off by Ronaldo, with the
Portuguese forward scoring his 20th Serie A goal
of the campaign.

It is the 12th straight season Ronaldo has
notched 20 league goals, dating back to his final
term with Manchester United, when he netted 18
times in the 2008-09 Premier League season.
Andrey Galabinov missed a penalty deep into
injury time for Spezia, who remain in 16th place,
seven points above the bottom three, but having
played at least a game more than all of their relega-
tion rivals.

Torino ‘no shows’
Quarantined in Turin, Serie A team Torino failed

to travel to Rome for their game with Lazio on
Tuesday, with the hosts awarded victory after a 45-
minute wait. Regional authorities in Turin placed
Torino under quarantine after eight of their players
tested positive for the UK variant of COVID-19,
but the Italian league refused to postpone the
match.

After a 45-minute wait following the scheduled
17:30 GMT kick-off, Lazio players were informed
by the referee that Torino were considered to have
forfeited and that the match had been abandoned.
“The decision by the league to not postpone the
Lazio-Torino game... speaks for itself,” said Torino
president Urbano Cairo, who accused the league of
“ignoring reality”.

“We’re going to see what happens now. It’s
obvious we will appeal. We will take all possible
recourse,” he added. Conversely, Torino’s meeting
with Sassuolo, originally scheduled for last week-
end, was called off just a week ago for the very
same reason.

Head of the Italian football federation Gabriele

Gravina had earlier called on the league authorities
to clarify their position. “This is an act of God,
there’s no way they (Torino) can play, and the
league needs to get their ideas straight,” Gravina
suggested. “Imagine if a team decides to go ahead
and break their quarantine order, it would be
breaking the law,” he said.

Yesterday, the Italian football league announced
that a Serie A match between Juventus and Napoli

abandoned in October following an outbreak of
coronavirus has been rescheduled for March 17.
Napoli failed to turn up to the October 4 fixture
after being ordered not to travel by local health
authorities following two cases of COVID-19 in
their team. The club was handed a 3-0 defeat and a
one-point deduction, but in December won an
appeal at the Italian Olympic Committee (CONI),
the highest level of sporting justice in Italy.

Torino fail to turn up for Lazio match; Juve vs Napoli set for March 17

Juventus boost hopes of 10th
straight title with win over Spezia

TURIN: Juventus’ Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo prepares to shoot and score the third
goal during the Italian Serie A football match Juventus vs Spezia on Tuesday at the Juventus sta-
dium in Turin. —AFP

Man City equal
unbeaten record in
4-1 Wolves demolition
MANCHESTER: Manchester City equaled their
club record of 28 games unbeaten on Tuesday,
hammering Wolverhampton 4-1 to open up a gap-
ing 15-point lead at the top of the Premier League.
Pep Guardiola shuffled his pack at the Etihad
against the team who did the league double against
them last season as he maintained his club’s assault
on an unprecedented quadruple.

The champions-elect were made to sweat after
Conor Coady cancelled out an early own goal from
Leander Dendoncker but two late goals from
Gabriel Jesus and a Riyad Mahrez strike sealed the
three points. City’s 28-match unbeaten run in all
competitions equals their run from April to
December 2017 and they are red-hot favorites to
wrap up a third Premier League title in four years.

The victory was their 21st in a row and their
15th straight Premier League win. City have not
trailed for a single minute in any of their past 19
Premier League games — equaling Arsenal’s
record set in 1998/99. Guardiola hailed his “fan-
tastic team” but said his only focus was on the
next game, against cross-town rivals Manchester
United, who are City’s nearest challengers. “After
1-1 we suffered but we created lots of chances in
the end,” he told BT Sport.

“Manchester United. That’s all we care (about
now),” he added. “The champions is Liverpool, the
crown belongs to them. We are in the best position
right now to take them out and we are going to try
but they are the champions. “There is 33 points to
play for. Tomorrow our opponents will play, we have
one or two days off and prepare for Manchester
United at home.”

Dominant City
The home side toyed with the visitors from the

opening whistle, hogging possession as Wolves
struggled to gain a foothold. City’s dominance was
rewarded when Dendoncker could only steer the
ball into his own net in the 15th minute.

Mahrez made an incisive run down the right, get-
ting behind the City defense and was brilliantly
picked out by midfielder Rodri. The Algeria interna-
tional whipped the ball across the face of goal and
Dendoncker, with Raheem Sterling hovering menac-
ingly behind him, inadvertently found the net.

Aymeric Laporte had an effort ruled out for off-
side and Bernardo Silva blazed over after Rui
Patricio saved smartly from his header on the stroke
of half-time. City nearly doubled their lead early in
the second half but Patricio was again impressive,
making a fingertip save from a Kevin De Bruyne
shot and pushing away a Mahrez effort.

But incredibly, Wolves were level just after the
hour mark when Coady headed in Joao Moutinho’s
free-kick that was clipped into the box. City
upped the pressure and reclaimed the lead with 10
minutes remaining. Wolves failed to cut out a Kyle

Walker cross and Jesus turned to smash home
from close range.

Mahrez tucked home their third in the 90th
minute to put the result beyond doubt and Jesus
claimed a fourth with the final kick of the game.
City’s winning streak is the third-best streak among
teams in Europe’s leading five leagues, behind only
Bayern Munich’s 23 in a row in 2020 and Real
Madrid’s 22 successive victories in 2014.

What is even more astonishing is that they start-
ed the season slowly, with many commentators
forecasting the closest Premier League title race for
years. Instead, Guardiola’s men are turning the race
into a procession. —AFP

MANCHESTER: Manchester City’s Brazilian striker
Gabriel Jesus (left) scores his team’s fourth goal dur-
ing the English Premier League football match
between Manchester City and Wolverhamptom
Wanderers at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester, north
west England, on Tuesday. —AFP

Sancho fires
Dortmund into
German Cup semis
BERLIN: England winger Jadon Sancho hit the
winning goal as Borussia Dortmund marched into
the semi-finals of the German Cup with a 1-0 win
at Borussia Moenchengladbach on Tuesday.
Sancho slotted home the winner after the visitors
launched a counter-attack from their own area in
the second half of the quarter-final at Borussia
Park. Dortmund finished with 10 men when mid-
fielder Mahmoud Dahoud was sent off in added
time for a second booking. “We fought hard right
up to the last minute,” Dortmund captain Marco
Reus told Sky.

“That must be our base now, to come on the
field with a different energy,” he added, ahead of
Saturday’s Bundesliga match at Bundesliga lead-
ers Bayern Munich. “Not everything is working
brilliantly, but we still didn’t concede a goal.
That’s very important for us.”

It was a frustrating night for Gladbach head
coach Marco Rose against his future employers.
Gladbach have lost all four games, including a 2-
0 Champions League defeat by Manchester City,
since it was announced Rose will leave at the
end of the season to coach Dortmund. “It was
the one mistake that led to the defeat and I have
to compliment the team on their performance,”
said Rose.

Both sides had first-half chances and a goal
disallowed. Gladbach striker Marcus Thuram was
flagged offside after f iring the ball  into the
Dortmund net just before half-time. Dortmund
striker Erling Braut Haaland then beat home goal-
keeper Tobias Sippel on 53 minutes but VAR
spotted the Norwegian had fouled Gladbach
defender Ramy Bensebaini in the build-up.

With an hour gone, Dortmund goalkeeper
Marvin Hitz pulled off a stunning save to push a
thundering shot by Bensebaini around the post.
Dortmund got the breakthrough when they
scored with a quick break from their own area.
Defender Nico Schulz dribbled the ball away
from the penalty box, linking up with Haaland and
then Reus whose pass freed Sancho to fire home
inside the post on 66 minutes.

However, the goalscorer was subdued with his
celebrations and immediately limped off with a
thigh injury. Dortmund coach Edin Terzic said
Sancho came off  as a precaution ahead of
Saturday’s match with Bayern. Haaland had the

chance to put the result beyond doubt when he
again got away from the Gladbach defence late
on, but Sippel saved his shot.

Dahoud was sent off for clattering Bensebaini,
having already fouled the Algerian in the first half.
Gladbach came within a whisker of a last-gasp
equalizer when Stefan Lainer’s shot flew just wide
moments before the whistle. Holders Bayern
Munich were knocked out on penalties in the sec-
ond round by second-tier Holstein Kiel. Tuesday’s
other quarter-final was postponed as second-tier
club Jahn Regensburg went into quarantine after
a COVID-19 outbreak before their home tie
against Werder Bremen. —AFP

MONCHENGLADBACH: (From left) Dortmund’s English midfielder Jadon Sancho, Dortmund’s Norwegian
forward Erling Braut Haaland and Dortmund’s English midfielder Jude Bellingham react after the German
Cup (DFB Pokal) quarter-final football match between Borussia Moenchengladbach and Borussia
Dortmund in Moenchengladbach, western Germany, on Tuesday. —AFP

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
West Bromwich Albion v Everton 21:00
bein sports
Fulham v Tottenham Hotspur 21:00
bein sports
Liverpool v Chelsea 23:15
beIN Sports

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
Parma Calcio 1913 v Internazionale Milano 22:45
beIN Sports HD 3

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

News in brief

Arteta dismisses Barca speculation 

LONDON: Mikel Arteta says he is fully focused
on doing “much better” at Arsenal after he was
linked with the Barcelona manager’s job. Reports
surfaced in Spain this week claiming presidential
candidate Joan Laporta was eyeing a move for
Gunners boss Arteta if he won the race to return
to Barca. It was during his previous spell in the
role that Laporta appointed Pep Guardiola as
the head coach and ushered in an era of sus-
tained success. Arteta went on to work under
Guardiola at Manchester City and took over as
Arsenal manager in December 2019. —AFP

Schalke name new coach

BERLIN: Bundesliga crisis club Schalke yester-
day named Dimitrios Grammozis as their fifth
head coach this season in the wake of a mass
clean-out at the weekend. The 42-year-old
Greek-German has signed a contract until June
2022 and inherits a team rooted to the bottom of
the table and nine points from safety with only
11 games left. Schalke are in chaos after previous
coach Christian Gross, sports director Jochen
Schneider and team coordinator Sascha Riether
were all sacked on Sunday amid reports of a
players revolt. —AFP

Overseas fans at Olympics

TOKYO:  Tokyo Olympics  organ izers  wi l l
decide this month whether to allow overseas
fans, the Games president said yesterday, while
the number of spectators allowed in venues
will be set by April. Tokyo 2020 chief Seiko
Hashimoto told reporters that the safety of
Japanese citizens “is the priority”, after hold-
ing  ta lks  wi th  top  o f f ic ia l s  f rom the
Internat iona l  O lympic  and  Para lympic
Committees, the Japanese government and the
Tokyo metropolitan government. —AFP

Pele gets COVID vaccine

SAO PAULO: Brazilian football great Pele, 80,
received a COVID-19 vaccine Tuesday, a
moment he described as “unforgettable” while
urging people not to let  down their  guard
against the deadly virus. “Today was an unfor-
gettable day. I received the vaccine!” the man
considered one of the greatest footballers of all
time wrote on his Instagram account. The mes-
sage included a photo of Pele wearing a mask
and giving a thumbs-up while he received his
shot. —AFP


