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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: A wasp rests on a flower in a park in Kuwait City yesterday. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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News in brief

Outcry over kittens’
killing video in Kuwait

KUWAIT: Police arrested a man who allegedly killed
two kittens in Kuwait yesterday. A video had circu-
lated on social media yesterday allegedly showing a
man suffocating two kittens to death. The video trig-
gered an outcry from animal activists and media in
the country against the mistreatment and abuse of
animals. The person allegedly euthanized the kittens
with butane lighter gas, commenting in the video that
after the mother of these kittens died, he tried to feed
them, but they were not eating. He said he then
decided to end the lives of these kittens mercifully.   

KD 40,000 scam

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti woman lost KD 40,000 after
she responded to a bogus company that used the
name of a popular company on Instagram, Al-
Anbaa Arabic daily reported yesterday. The citizen,
after transferring a large amount of money, contact-
ed the official company, only to discover that her
dealings had nothing to do with the legitimate com-
pany. A security source said the woman told police
that a person called her from a local number claim-
ing to be a representative of the major company
that deals in shares and real estate in Britain. He
asked her to invest KD 10,000 and told her con-
tacts should be through Instagram. After she sent
the money, he asked for KD 20,000 more due to
“new laws.” After she responded, a third person
called and asked her for KD 10,000 more. She then
called the company, only to be shocked to find out
the callers do not belong the company. Detectives
are investigating.

Govt contracts
main source of visa
trading: Panel
By B Izzak

KUWAIT:  Rapporteur  of  the Nat ional
Assembly’s human rights committee MP Hamdan
Al-Azemi yesterday accused companies with
major government contracts of being involved in
trafficking in persons.

Azemi said some of the companies with large
government contracts recruit thousands of work-
ers from abroad and leave half of them on the
streets, taking hefty fees on them.

The statements came after a meeting by the
committee with several government agencies and
ministries concerned with the issue of trafficking
in people like the ministries of interior, foreign
affairs and justice in addition to the Public
Authority for Manpower and the permanent
national committee for the prevention of traffick-
ing in people.

Hamdan said that several  ministr ies are
involved in the issue of trafficking especially the
ministries of interior and social affairs and labor.

Azemi said that the biggest source for traffick-
ing in labor is the government contracts, adding
that some companies with such contracts recruit
2,000 workers at a time when they need only half
the number.

He said that the other half is exploited to gen-
erate illegal money through fees by letting the
workers go to the market, adding that some com-
panies sharply reduce the value of the contracts
and utilize the surplus laborers they recruit to
generate huge sums. The lawmaker said that some
companies recruit three or four thousand workers
and make huge profits on them. He called for
increasing supervision on government contracts
to prevent the trading in visas.

Burgan Bank
sponsors Ahmadi’s
art competition
KUWAIT: As part of Burgan Bank’s long-standing
partnership with Al-Ahmadi Governorate, Burgan Bank
sponsors ‘Nabeek Salem,’ the governorate’s school art
competition. The competition has launched in cooper-
ation with Al-Ahmadi Supervision of Art Education.
Burgan Bank’s support comes as part of its long-term
commitment to supporting different communities and
educational causes.  The competition targets a wide
range of students of Ahmadi Governorate schools in all
its three stages, from first grade to high school, to edu-
cate the community through artistic works that high-
light the importance of adhering to the methods of
prevention and physical distancing to protect from
COVID-19, in addition, to highlighting the importance

of getting vaccinated.
Hessa Hussain Al-Najadah, Manager - Public

Relations at Burgan Bank, said: “We are delighted to
announce our partnership with Al-Ahmadi
Governorate for the second year in a row. Sponsoring
‘Nabeek Salem’ art competition is a core part of our
social responsibility and within Burgan Bank’s keen-
ness to spread awareness on protection against the
coronavirus. It is important to inspire the youth
through initiatives such as this competition to advo-
cate the importance of prevention through their tal-
ented works and promote a shared responsibility on
following strict safety guidelines and taking the vacci-
nation. The bank would like to thank Al-Ahmadi’s
Supervision of Art Education for their rigorous efforts.
We wish all of the participant’s good luck in the com-
petition.” Participating students can submit their art-
works starting from first of March till Thursday March
25th, through the ‘Teams’ educational platform,
wherein the organizing committee has also provided
various steps for participation on the platform.
Winners will be announced and prizes will be award-
ed early next April.

IWG hosts event
to celebrate
national holidays
KUWAIT: Under the patronage of Sheikha Hanouf Bader
Al-Muhamad Al-Sabah, spouse to Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Honorary President of the International
Women’s Group - Kuwait, the IWG celebrated the 60th
anniversary of Independence and the 30th anniversary of
Liberation Day. Laila Boulos, master of ceremonies, elo-
quently and seamlessly managed the virtual program. 

Ambreen Mustafa, spouse of the Ambassador of the
Republic of Pakistan and President of IWG, delivered the
welcome speech and congratulated the State of Kuwait,
citizens and residents on this auspicious occasion. The
event commenced with the National anthem orchestrated
by Saint John’s Scout, Orthodox Church.

Sheikha Hanouf, as guest of honor, in her taped speech
highlighted loyalty and appreciation to the souls of mar-
tyrs who sacrificed their lives for Kuwait. Sheikha Hanouf
also praised the efforts of the international community for
their support during the liberation of the State of Kuwait,
adding that Kuwait is forever grateful to the allied forces
for their continued support to bring peace and stability to
the region. She reiterated that the occasion is also an
opportunity to commemorate women martyrs and recog-
nize their invaluable role in the liberation of Kuwait and
their sacrifice for the sake of peace and prosperity for
future generations.

Sheikha Hanouf  offered condolences to the families
who have lost a loved one during the COVID-19 pan-
demic and extended well wishes to those in recovery and
called on Allah for an end to this universal pandemic. She
praised highly the commitment of the IWG board to
adhering to the required health measures imposed by the
Kuwaiti government and thanked all volunteers and vari-
ous service men and women in Kuwait who fight on the
front lines of this pandemic. She also thanked the IWG
for service to the community and bringing awareness to
the special attributes of Kuwait’s society and cultural
activities. Sheikha Hanouf concluded her speech by
stressing that Kuwait will always be an oasis for humani-

ty and prosperity and will continue to be the land of
peace and friendship. 

Dr Bassam Al Faili, founder and director general of
Orbital Space and Director of Innovation and Enterprises
Directorate at KFAS, delivered his address and described
the efforts and achievements of his team with the interna-
tional space program. Omar Kammourieh, one the stu-
dents on this team, gave details of the project which
entailed sending bacteria into space to be used in an
experiment on how to reduce the effect of carbon dioxide
on our planet. Professor Leila Vali also gave an enlighten-
ing presentation on Kuwait’s participation in the space
program and praised Omar and Mahlak Abdulla, the two
students involved. 

The event continued with a Kuwaiti folkloric dance
performance by Braisa Al Roumi. The British School of
Kuwait’s orchestra La Camarata, the winners of the 2019
Bahrain music championship for the Gulf, performed
“Watan Al Nahar”, the patriotic symphony that was cre-
ated during the Iraqi invasion. The BSK Camarata
orchestra gave the auspicious occasion the grandeur it
well deserved. 

Qamar Al-Momin, a young Kuwaiti woman poet
delivered a sonnet on women empowerment. And a gas-
tronomic experience was enjoyed by watching chef
Sadeqa Esmaelfrom Dar Hamad restaurant present a
step by step method to making a national Kuwaiti dish.
The event concluded with special thanks to the distin-
guished guests, volunteers, board members and the
event Al-Wazzan Hectar crisps company and the online
participants and board members for making this event a
great success. 

Sheikha Hanouf Bader Al-Muhamad Al-Sabah


