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Amir receives top state 
officials at Bayan Palace

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday at 
Bayan Palace His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness 
also received, with presence of His Highness the 
Crown Prince, His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and 

later Speaker of the National Assembly Marzouq 
Al-Ghanem. Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown 
Prince received Speaker Ghanem at Bayan Palace. 

In the meantime, His Highness the Amir received 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense 
Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah. Sheikh Hamad 
Jaber Al-Ali gave His Highness the Amir a commem-

orative shield from Qatar celebrating the opening of 
the Sabah Al-Ahmad Corridor in the fellow GCC 
nation. The Defense Minister briefed His Highness 
the Amir on the Sabah Al-Ahmad Corridor project, 
one of the major and important infrastructure proj-
ects in Qatar. 

His Highness the Amir expressed great pride and 

appreciation towards the Qatari government and 
people for naming the project after the late Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. He 
affirmed that this gesture would deepen and solidify 
the strong and historic relations linking the two 
brotherly nations especially during the era of Qatari 
Amir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani. —  KUNA
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KUWAIT: Philippine Ambassador to 
Kuwait Mohd Noordin Pendosina N 
Lomondot on Tuesday honored Shafi 
Al-Hajri, Chairman of the Board of the 
Kuwait Disabled Sport Club, for his 
unwavering support to the programs 
of the Philippine Embassy in Kuwait. 
This includes the ongoing mobile 
passport service that allowed 
Filipinos, especially those with expir-
ing residence visas, to renew their 
passports at a bigger and safer venue. 
“Hajri’s unbounded generosity and 
patience will always be remembered 
by the tens of thousands of Filipinos 
in Kuwait who benefited from the 
Embassy’s programs that he has sup-
ported,” Ambassador Lomondot said 
in praising the club’s chief. 

KUWAIT: The Permanent Secretary for the UK 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office, 
Sir Philip Barton, visited Kuwait for a series of virtu-
al meetings. Sir Philip, the UK’s most senior diplo-
mat, met with Ministry of Foreign Affairs officials, 
hosted a roundtable on climate change and launched 
a year-long campaign focusing on UK expertise in 
innovation, research and technology. After engaging 
with British Embassy staff, Sir Philip met with 
Assistant Foreign Minister Waleed Al-Khobeizi, 
where they discussed Kuwait’s leading role in 
resolving the GCC dispute, bilateral co-operation 
and regional issues.  

At a roundtable meeting, Sir Philip discussed the 
upcoming COP26 UN climate change talks which will 
be held in Glasgow in the United Kingdom in 
November. Sir Philip highlighted the UK’s commitment 
to tackling climate change both through domestic pol-
icy and in international forums. Sir Philip heard from 
officials at the Environment Public Authority, and the 
Supreme Council of Planning and Development’s Dr 
Khaled Mahdi. Also at the meeting were the Hideko 
Hadzialic, Resident Representative for the UNDP and 

Ghassan Al-Khoja, 
regional representative 
for the World Bank.  

The visit concluded 
with the launch of the 
British Embassy’s 
Innotech 2021 campaign, 
which showcases UK’s 
excellence in scientific 
research, collaboration 
and innovation. The 
launch included details 
of the logo, social media hashtags (#InnotechUKQ8) 
and schedule for events, details of which will be 
shared during the coming year. Also, Sir Philip met 
with Dr Samira Al-Omar, Director General of the 
Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research and Dr 
Khaled Al-Begain, President of the Kuwait College 
for Science and Technology. 

 On conclusion of his visit, Sir Philip said “I was 
delighted to visit Kuwait virtually just after Kuwaitis 
marked the 60th anniversary of independence and 
the 30th anniversary of liberation. It was inspiring to 
hear the vital work being done by my colleagues at 
the British Embassy to advance the UK-Kuwaiti 
partnership. My discussions today showed we share 
a determination to tackle regional and global chal-
lenges such as climate change and security, as well 
as providing an exciting glimpse of future scientific 
collaboration through the Innotech 2021 campaign.” 
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KUWAIT: The Cabinet held its first weekly 
meeting after swearing in before His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
yesterday. In light of the Committee of Prisoners 
and Missing Persons’ announcement that they 
identified the remains of eight missing Kuwaiti 
persons since the 1990/91 Iraqi Invasion through 
DNA tests, the Cabinet expressed condolences 
to the martyrs’ families. The Cabinet was then 
briefed about the situation surrounding efforts to 
tackle the COVID-19 pandemic by the Minister 
of Health Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah. Furthermore, 
the Cabinet called on all citizens and residents to 
fully adhere to health requirements to limit the 
spread of the pandemic. 

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah stressed his new-
ly-formed government’s keenness to embody the 

desired cooperation with the National Assembly 
to achieve the country’s advancement. His 
Highness the Prime Minister welcomed the new-
ly-appointed ministers and thanked them for 
their acceptance of their roles at this stage with 
its various challenges. In turn, the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad 
Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah, on behalf of the ministers, 
expressed his gratitude to His Highness the Amir, 
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime 
Minister for their trust. The Cabinet also shed 
light on the recent regional and global political 
developments, where it expressed concern over 
the continued Houthi attacks on Saudi Arabia. It 
also stressed Kuwait’s solidarity with the 
Kingdom for all measures it takes to preserve its 
security and stability. —  KUNA

Eight missing Kuwaitis’ remains identified

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the 
Cabinet’s meeting yesterday. —  KUNA
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 of a ministry for integrity is good, but not enough 

to combat corruption, as fighting corruption requires 
practical measures. 

Meanwhile, the constitutional court yesterday 
postponed its verdict on the membership of leading 
opposition MP Bader Al-Dahoum and rejected a 
petition against the election of the Assembly speaker. 
The court, whose rulings are final, was scheduled to 

rule if it was competent to handle three petitions 
claiming the election of Dahoum to the Assembly was 
illegal and should be nullified. It delayed the verdict 
until March 14. 

Dahoum was disqualified by an interior ministry 
commission to run in the Dec 5 election, but the 
court of appeals and the court of cassation over-
turned the ruling and allowed him to contest the 
polls. The constitutional court also rejected a petition 
claiming that the election of Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem was marred with irregularities 
and should be scrapped. The court said it is allowed 
by law to look into disputes over Assembly elections 
and not competent to look into disputes over the 
Assembly speaker’s election, and accordingly reject-
ed the petition. 

Amir urges 
cooperation to...

Continued from Page 1 
 
 Audin, a Communist pro-independence activist, 

was also murdered in Algiers. 
In July last year, he tasked French historian 

Benjamin Stora with assessing how France has 
dealt with its colonial legacy. Stora’s report in 
January made a series of recommendations, 
including acknowledging the murder of 
Boumendjel and creating a “memory and truth 
commission” that  would hear testimony from peo-
ple who suffered during the war. It did not suggest 
a formal state apology, however, and Macron has 
said there would be “no repentance nor apologies” 
but rather “symbolic acts” aimed at promoting 
reconciliation. 

Boumendjel was a French-speaking nationalist 
lawyer and intellectual who served as a link 
between the moderate UDMA party and the 
National Liberation Front (FLN), the underground 
resistance movement. Macron praised his “human-
ism” and his “courage” in his statement, adding 
that Boumendjel had been influenced by French 
Enlightenment values in his fight against “the injus-
tice of the colonial system”. 

In 2001, the former head of French intelligence 
in Algiers Paul Aussaresses published a book 
called “Special Services 1955-1957” in which he 
described how he and his “death squad” tortured 

and kil led prisoners, including Boumendjel . 
Aussaresses wrote that the government, notably 
the then justice minister Francois Mitterrand, who 
later became president, was informed about and 
tolerated the use of torture, executions and forced 
displacements. 

Last month, Boumendjel ’s niece Fadela 
Boumendjel-Chitour denounced what she called 
the “devastating” lie the French state had told 
about her uncle, which had never been officially 
corrected. Macron also said on Tuesday that he 
would continue to open national archives and 
encouraged historians to continue researching 
Algeria’s independence war, which saw atrocities 
committed by all sides. 

Paris ruled Algeria for more than a hundred 
years and the independence war from 1954-1962 
left 1.5 million Algerians dead, leaving deep scars 
and a toxic debate about the legacy of coloniza-
tion. During his 2017 election campaign, Macron 
declared that the occupation of Algeria was a 
“crime against humanity” and called French 
actions “genuinely barbaric”. But despite his out-
reach efforts, he has been criticized for ruling out a 
state apology, with the Algerian government call-
ing the most recent report by Stora “not objective” 
and “below expectations”.  

On France’s right and far-right, many politicians 
object to raking up the past, with French colonial-
ism still defended as a “civilizing” enterprise that 
helped develop occupied territories. During his 
presidential run in 2017, Macron’s comments on 
Algeria were denounced by his defeated rightwing 
rival Francois Fillon as “this hatred of our history, 
this perpetual repentance”. — AFP 
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 legal persecution,” Foreign Minister Gabi 

Ashkenazi said in a statement. Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu last month condemned the 
judges’ decision paving the way for a probe as “pure 
anti-Semitism”. 

The US State Department said at the time it had 
“serious concerns” about the ICC ruling, adding that 
Israel should not be bound by the court as it was not a 
member. The Palestinian Authority hailed yesterday’s 
decision. “The crimes committed by the leaders of the 
Israeli occupation against the Palestinian people - 
which are ongoing, systematic and widespread - make 
this investigation necessary and urgent,” Palestinian 
Foreign Minister Riyad Al-Maliki said in a statement. 

In 2019, Bensouda said in her initial application for 
the probe that there is a “reasonable basis” to believe 
crimes were committed by members of the Israeli 
Defense Forces, Israeli authorities, Hamas and 

Palestinian armed groups. These include the IDF 
allegedly “intentionally launching disproportionate 
attacks” during the 2014 conflict and “willful killing 
and willfully causing serious injury”, she said. 

Hamas and Palestinian armed groups were accused 
of “intentionally directing attacks against civilians” and 
“using protected persons as shields” during the Gaza 
conflict. The ICC prosecutor also said there is scope 
to investigate the deaths of Palestinian demonstrators 
from 2018 onwards. Israel occupied the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip in the Six-Day War of 1967, and 
later annexed mostly Arab east Jerusalem. Today they 
are home to at least five million Palestinians defined by 
the United Nations as living under Israeli occupation. 

The Gaza Strip is blockaded by Israel and ruled by 
the Islamist Hamas group. The Israel-Palestinians 
probe will prove the first major test for incoming ICC 
prosecutor Karim Khan, the British lawyer who was 
elected in February to replace Bensouda when her 
mandate ends in June. Bensouda is under US sanctions 
for her decision to investigate alleged US war crimes 
in Afghanistan, but Washington has also strongly criti-
cized the Palestinian probe. — AFP  
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