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Amir urges cooperation  
to protect public funds

Court rejects petition against speaker’s election, delays ruling on Dahoum 

By B Izzak and Agencies  
 
KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah called on the government and parlia-
ment yesterday to have “constructive cooperation” 
to address pressing issues, protect public funds and 
promote rule of law in line with the constitution. “I 
call upon the legislative and executive authorities for 
constructive cooperation, armed by our social fabric 
and national unity, to achieve national goals, address 
pressing issues and protect public funds, in line with 
the constitution, and the decisive and transparent 

application of law on all,” HH the Amir said in a 
speech after Cabinet members took oath before him. 

HH the Amir told the new ministers they have 
“great responsibilities in this important time, and I am 
confident you are, Allah willing, capable of con-
fronting them”. He urged them to work “collectively 
with the one team spirit to push forward the national 
action towards reforms and development” in order to 
achieve aspirations of the Kuwaiti people at all levels.  

HH the Amir thanked HH the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah for his 
“great efforts” and urged the ministers to “redouble 

efforts” and show dedication in their national duties 
in order to create opportunities and alleviate the bur-
dens of citizens. The Amir also thanked former minis-
ters for their service. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said 
the constitution and law will be the foundation of 
cooperation with the parliament with the objective 
reaching common goals between the two authorities. 

In its first official meeting yesterday, the Cabinet 
said it was alarmed by the sharp increase in the num-
ber of the coronavirus cases and called on the people 
to comply strictly with health measures. It urged cer-
tain sections of the population to get vaccinated to 

help safeguard the country against the pandemic. 
The new Cabinet will take the oath at the National 

Assembly in the first regular session on March 18 
when a one-month suspension ordered by HH the 
Amir on Assembly meetings will expire. Lawmakers 
have made few comments on the new Cabinet. MP 
Bader Al-Humaidi said the lineup is far from the “sal-
vation” government the country needed urgently to 
resolve its political crises. He criticized the merger of 
ministries that are not related under one portfolio. 
MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari said the establishment 
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KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receive HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and the 
new Cabinet members at Bayan Palace yesterday. — KUNA (See Page 3) 

By Nawara Fattahova 
 
KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower 
yesterday eased most restrictions on the transfer of 
workers in certain sectors. The new decision allows 
expat government employees and those on depend-

ent visas to transfer to work in the private sector, a 
statement said. The new decree 142/2021 allows 
locally-employed expats to transfer to all sectors 
with the approval of the previous employer and 
without the condition of period (one year) set in 
article 5 of administrative decree 842/2015. 

The new decision also allows the transfer of 
expat employees to all activities within six main 
sectors: Industry, agriculture, fishing, cooperative 
societies, free trade zone (which is currently chang-
ing its legal status) and grazing, with the prior 
approval of previous employers. Employees in these 
professions were previously not allowed to transfer 
to a different employer.  

The new decision does not apply to workers on 
government contracts and small and medium proj-
ects. The manpower authority said the decision 
was taken to meet labor market needs because of 
the prevailing conditions during the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Meanwhile, the rapporteur of the National 
Assembly’s human rights committee MP Hamdan Al-
Azemi yesterday accused companies with major 
government contracts of being involved in traffick-
ing in persons. Azemi said some companies with 
large government contracts recruit thousands of 
workers from abroad and leave half of them on the 
streets after taking hefty fees from them.

KUWAIT: Kuwait said 1,409 people tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 - a new daily record - with five 
related deaths yesterday, taking total cases to 
194,781, while deaths rose to 1,097. The health 
ministry also reported that 1,077 more people 
recovered, raising total recoveries to 182,196. 
Ministry spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad told a 
press conference the number of people hospital-
ized with the virus currently stands at 11,488, with 
162 of them in intensive care units.  

Sanad said 10,554 swab tests were conducted 
over the past day, taking total tests to 1,811,181. He 
urged nationals and expatriates alike that abiding 
by health precautions, mainly, following social dis-
tancing rules, is the only way to halt the spread of 
the virus. On Tuesday, Kuwait recorded a daily 
high of 1,341 new coronavirus cases and seven 
deaths. — KUNA 

Kuwait lists record  
1,409 new COVID 
cases, five deaths 

Manpower authority  
eases most visa  
transfer restrictions

PARIS: President Emmanuel Macron has 
admitted for the first time that French sol-
diers murdered a top Algerian independ-
ence figure then covered up his death in the 
latest acknowledgement by Paris of its 

colonial-era crimes. Macron met four of the 
grandchildren of Ali Boumendjel and admit-
ted “in the name of France” that the lawyer 
had been detained, tortured and killed in 
Algiers on March 23, 1957, his office said 
Tuesday.  

French authorities had previously 
claimed that he had committed suicide 
while in detention, a lie that his widow and 
other family members had campaigned for 
years to see overturned. “Looking our his-
tory in the face, acknowledging the truth, 
will not enable us to heal all of the still open 

wounds, but it will help to create a path for 
the future,” the statement from Macron’s 
office said.  

As the first French president to be born 
in the post-colonial era, Macron has made 
several unprecedented steps to face up to 
France’s brutal fight to retain control of its 
north African colony, which won independ-
ence in 1962. In 2018, he admitted that 
France had created a “system” that facilitat-
ed torture during the war and acknowl-
edged that French mathematician Maurice 
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THE HAGUE: The International Criminal Court 
opened a war crimes probe yesterday into the situ-
ation in the Israeli-occupied Palestinian territories, a 
move that risks further inflaming one of the world’s 
most bitter conflicts. The controversial investigation 
launched by the Hague-based court’s chief prose-
cutor Fatou Bensouda is to cover alleged crimes by 
both sides, mainly during the 2014 Gaza war. 

Israel, which is not an ICC member, swiftly 

denounced the decision as an “act of moral and 
legal bankruptcy”. The Palestinians, who have been 
a state party to the court since 2015, hailed the start 
of the “urgent and necessary” probe. “Today, I con-
firm the initiation by the office of the prosecutor of 
the International Criminal Court of an investigation 
respecting the situation in Palestine,” Bensouda said 
in a statement. 

She said the formal investigation followed a 
“painstaking” five-year preliminary probe, and 
vowed it would be conducted “independently, 
impartially and objectively, without fear or favor. “In 
the end, our central concern must be for the victims 
of crimes, both Palestinian and Israeli, arising from 
the long cycle of violence and insecurity that has 

caused deep suffering and despair on all sides,” the 
prosecutor said. 

In the summer of 2014, Israel launched Operation 
Protective Edge with the stated aim of stopping 
rocket fire into the country by militants of Islamist 
movement Hamas. Around 2,250 Palestinians were 
killed in the 2014 fighting, mostly civilians, and 74 
Israelis, mostly soldiers. ICC judges paved the way 
for a war crimes investigation when they ruled a 
month ago that the court has jurisdiction over the 
situation due to the Palestinian’s membership. 

Israel yesterday called the investigation’s launch 
a “political decision”. “Israel will take every step 
necessary to protect its civilians and soldiers from 
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