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GUSAU, Nigeria: All 279 girls kidnapped from
their boarding school in northern Nigeria have
been released and are on government premises,
the local governor said yesterday. Nigerian
President Muhammadu Buhari expressed “over-
whelming joy” over the release of the girls from
days of captivity, vowing tougher action against
kidnappers.

Nigeria has been rocked by four mass abduc-
tions of students in less than three months, spark-
ing widespread anger against the government and
memories of the 2014 kidnapping of hundreds of
schoolgirls in Chibok, in the country’s east, that
shocked the world. “I am happy to announce that
the girls are free,” Dr. Bello Matawalle, governor of
Zamfara state, told an AFP journalist early yester-
day. “They have just arrived in the government
house and are in good health.” An AFP reporter
saw hundreds of girls wearing hijabs, gathered at
the government premises.

Authori t ies  in i t ia l ly  said 317 gir ls  were
abducted in the raid by hundreds of gunmen on
the Government Gir ls  Secondary School  in
remote Jangebe village on Friday. But Matawalle
said the “tota l  number of  female students
abducted” was 279.

“We thank Allah they are all now with us.” AFP
footage showed minibuses pulling up in the night
with students inside and lines of girls filing into a
building.  Government officials had been in talks
with the kidnappers, known locally as bandits. A
source said “repentant bandits” had been contact-
ed to reach out to their former comrades as part of
efforts to free the students.

Armed gangs 
Heavily armed criminal gangs in northwest and

central Nigeria have stepped up attacks in recent
years, kidnapping for ransom, raping and pillaging.
The Nigerian military deployed to the area in 2016
and a peace deal with bandits was signed in 2019
but attacks have continued.

In December, more than 300 boys were kid-
napped from a school in Kankara, in President
Muhammadu Buhari’s home state of Katsina, while
he was visiting the region. The boys were later
released but the incident triggered outrage and
memories of the kidnappings of 276 schoolgirls by
jihadists in Chibok.

Many of those girls are still missing. The gangs
are largely driven by financial motives and have no
known ideological leanings. But there are con-
cerns they are being infiltrated by armed Islamists.
The jihadists’ decade-old conflict has killed more
than 30,000 people and spread into neighboring
Niger, Chad and Cameroon. Authorities have
denied paying any ransom to secure the recent
releases, although analysts say this is unlikely and
security experts fear that this will lead to an
increase in kidnappings in these regions plagued
by extreme poverty.

Security deteriorating 
Buhari was elected president for the first time in

2015, a year after the mass kidnapping at Chibok,
where 276 girls were abducted by the jihadist group
Boko Haram in northern Nigeria-triggering an inter-
national outcry. More than one hundred of them
remain missing and it is not known how many of
them are still alive. Buhari had promised to end the
conflict in the northeast, but the situation has sharply
deteriorated since. 

Jihadists linked to the Islamic State have attacked
a UN base and overrun a humanitarian hub in Dikwa,
northern Nigeria, trapping 25 aid workers, security
and humanitarian sources said late Monday. The
attack was still under way yesterday.If the northeast
is still not secure, the northwest is also under the
yoke of armed groups the authorities call “bandits,”
who terrorize the people, steel cattle and perpetuate
mass kidnappings for ransom.  — AFP
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Trump 2024? 
Not so fast...
WASHINGTON: Former president Donald
Trump is teasing another run for the White
House in 2024. And while the 45th president of
the United States continues to enjoy strong
grassroots support in the Republican Party,
only one American leader has ever served non-
consecutive terms.

Democrat Grover Cleveland won the White
House in 1884, lost in 1888, and then won again
in 1892. While Trump appears to be in relatively
good health, he would be 78 years old when
the next presidential election comes around.
And the bombastic real estate tycoon would
have to overcome a number of obstacles to be
his party’s nominee four years from now.

Trump is facing potential legal difficulties
now that he is a private citizen stripped of the
protections of the Oval Office. New York pros-
ecutors investigating Trump’s finances
received his tax returns last week following a
marathon legal battle that went all the way to
the Supreme Court. Manhattan District
Attorney Cyrus Vance was initially investigat-
ing payments made before the 2016 presiden-
tial election to two women who claim they had
affairs with Trump. But the prosecutor is also
now examining possible allegations of tax eva-
sion and insurance and bank fraud. Trump’s
former personal lawyer Michael Cohen has
testified to Congress that Trump artificially
inflated and devalued the worth of his compa-
ny’s assets to both obtain bank loans and
reduce taxes. — AFP

GUSAU, Nigeria: A group of girls previously kidnapped from their boarding school in northern Nigeria arrived
yesterday at the Government House in Gusau, Zamfara State upon their release. —AFP 


